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TRUSTEES'   REPORT. 

Belchertown  State  School,  Belchertown,  Mass., 
December  1,  1923. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  Legislature,  and  the  Department  of  Mental  Diseases: 

The  trustees  have  the  honor  to  present  this  their  first  annual  report,  for  the  year 
ending  November  30,  1923. 

The  full  board  as  appointed  by  the  Governor  in  January  1923  consisted  of  the 
following  persons :  Theodore  S.  Bacon  of  Springfield,  John  R.  Callahan  of  Holyoke, 
Frances  E.  Cheney  of  Springfield,  Mrs.  W.  Murray  Crane  of  Dalton,  Henry  E. 
Dean  of  Worcester,  Fred  A.  Farrar  of  Northampton,  Joseph  A.  Skinner  of  Holyoke. 

Owing  to  Mrs.  Crane's  inabiUty  to  serve,  Mrs.  EUzabeth  D.  Nash  of  Greenfield 
was  appointed  in  her  place.  Additional  changes  in  the  personnel  took  place  later 
in  the  year  upon  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Skinner  and  the  death  of  Mr.  Dean.  Mr. 
James  L.  Harrop  of  Worcester  was  appointed  to  fill  the  place  of  Mr.  Dean  and  Dr. 
Edwin  C.  Gilbert  of  Indian  Orchard,  that  of  Mr.  Skinner. 

The  board  wishes  to  place  on  record  its  regret  that  Mrs.  Crane  and  Mr.  Skinner 
were  not  able  to  serve  as  members.  The  value  of  their  prospective  service  had 
been  keenly  anticipated. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Dean  in  May  1923,  removed  a  high  type  of  public  servant, 
one  whose  integrity,  business  abiUty,  clear  vision  and  legislative  experience  had 
been  a  strong  and  unfaihng  support.  To  these  qualities  were  added  large-hearted- 
ness  and  good  cheer  which  were  felt,  not  only  by  the  members  of  the  board,  but 
by  all  officers,  employees,  and  patients  who  welcomed  him  as  he  visited  each 
department  of  the  School. 

The  board  assumed  its  duties  on  January  17,  1923,  with  a  sense  of  deep  gratitude 
for  the  consummation  of  10  years  of  effort  to  establish  this  third  institution  for 
mental  defectives  which  was  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  western  part  of  the  state, 
and  with  high  hopes  of  efficiently  serving  the  people  of  the  commonwealth. 
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When  the  board  took  up  its  work,  the  following  buildings  were  completed,  or 
in  process  of  completion:  The  farm  colony,  Head  farmer's  cottage,  Temporary- 
house  of  superintendent.  Storage  house  and  bakery.  Power  house,  1  dormitory  for 
boys,  1  custodial  building  for  boys,  2  employees'  cottages. 

There  were  two  resident  physicians,  197  male  patients  and  87  employees. 

On  December  1,  1923,  we  have  additional  buildings  completed,  or  in  process  of 
completion,  as  follows :  1  dormitory  for  girls,  1  custodial  building  for  girls,  2 
employees'  cottages,  Laundry,  Service  building,  Superintendent's  house. 

There  is  a  medical  staff  of  five,  276  male  and  238  female  patients,  making  a  total 
of  514  patients  and  122  employees. 

"The  board  has  been  cognizant  of  the  difficulties  attendant  upon  the  opening 
of  a  new  institution,  and  each  month  throughout  the  year  has  noted  with  satisfac- 
tion increased  facilities  for  the  care  of  the  patients,  the  purchase  of  play  materials 
for  the  younger  children  in  the  wards,  playground  equipment,  the  inauguration  of 
phj'-sicai  training  acti^dties,  out-of-door  sports,  and  indoor  festivities,  all  of  which 
have  militated  for  happiness. 

The  gradual  development  of  hand-work  for  the  girls  and  industrial  work  for  the 
boys,  in  cramped  and  inadequate  quarters,  is  suggestive  of  future  development 
under  more  auspicious  conditions.    The  same  is  true  of  the  school  department. 

The  out-of-door  activities  in  digging  and  grading  and  the  farm  work  of  the 
able  bodied  boys,  have  given  wholesome,  purposeful  occupation,  which  re-acts  in 
cheerfulness  and  self  respect  among  the  workers. 

We  have  seen  the  salutary  effect  of  the  removal  of  the  defective  delinquent  group 
of  boj'^s  between  the  ages  of  17  and  25  to  the  newly  opened  department  at  the 
Bridgewater  State  Hospital,  provided  for  the  needs  of  this  group,  and  would  give 
heartiest  endorsement  of  the  movement  to  extend  this  provision  to  juvenile  delin- 
quent boys  under  17  years  of  age.  We  also  recognize  urgent  need  of  similar  pro- 
vision for  the  j'-ounger  and  older  groups  of  defective  delinquent  girls. 

During  the  year  the  board  has  given  serious  consideration  to  the  many  requests 
of  parents  and  others  for  the  discharge  of  patients.  In  this  connection  the  assist- 
ance to  intelligent  and  wise  decisions  which  has  been  rendered  by  the  social  service 
department  cannot  be  over-stated. 

We  have  favored  wherever  possible,  feasible  and  safe,  the  return  to  the  com- 
munity of  those  individuals  who  can  be  adequately  protected,  and  of  those  who, 
under  the  same  conditions,  can  contribute  to  their  own  support.  The  recent 
provision  for  parole  has  alreadj'-  proven  its  value. 

As  we  look  forward  to  another  year  of  service  we  earnestly  hope  that  the  plans 
for  the  rapid  and  orderly  development  of  the  institution  may  proceed  without 
interruption. 

In  view  of  the  pressure  which  still  exists  for  the  further  transfer  of  patients 
from  the  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded  and  the  Wrentham  State 
School,  and  the  continuous  stream  of  applications  which  pours  in  for  the  admission 
of  new  patients  from  the  western  part  of  the  state,  two  dormitories  for  boys  and 
two  employees'  cottages  are  urgently  needed  in  1924.  An  administration  building 
should  be  provided  for  this  coming  year,  in  the  interest  of  efficiency  in  conducting 
the  affairs  of  the  institution,  and  as  a  matter  of  safety,  as  required  by  law,  this 
building  should  include  a  vault  for  the  storage  of  valuable  records." 

A  suitable  garage  should  be  built  at  once  to  prevent  the  deterioration  of  four 
motor  vehicles. 

A  root  cellar  and  apple  house  are  needed  as  a  matter  of  economy. 

A  carpenter  and  machine  shop  for  the  use  of  the  carpenters  and  mechanics,  and 
provision  for  the  storage  of  electrical  supplies,  are  daily  seen  to  be  a  necessity. 

The  work  of  drainage  and  grading,  the  building  of  tunnels,  walks,  and  roads 
should  proceed  without  delay. 

The  installation  of  dampers  in  heating  stacks  to  control  the  ventilation  in  the 
wards  and  dormitories  is  a  necessity  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  patients. 

Since  many  of  our  patients  are  subject  to  pulmonary  disease  we  recommend 
facilities  for  the  segregation  of  those  actively  affected,  to  lessen  the  danger  of 
contagion. 
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In  closing  the  report  the  board  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  valuable,  timely  and 
generous  assistance  of  Dr.  John  A.  Houston  of  the  Northampton  State  Hospital 
who  has  rendered  such  neighborly  aid  as  could  only  be  rendered  by  one  conversant 
with  the  needs  of  a  new  institution  necessarily  struggling  under  many  handicaps. 

To  our  able  sujierintendent  for  his  never  failing  courage  in  the  face  of  difficulties, 
to  the  individual  members  of  the  staff,  and  to  loyal  employees  we  express  grateful 
appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THEODORE  S.  BACON.  JOHN  R.  CALLAHAN. 

FRANCES  E.  CHENEY.  EDWIN  C.  GILBERT. 

ELIZABETH  D.  NASH.  JAMES  L.  HARROP. 
FRED  A.  FARRAR. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

The  Superintendent's  report  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1923,  is  hereby 
submitted :  — 

Number  enrolled  Nov.  30,  1922 193 

Number  actually  resident  Nov.  30,  1922 187 

Admissions  during  the  year 354 

School  cases 128 

Custodial  cases 226 

By  transfer 245 

From  community 109 

Whole  number  enrolled  during  the  year         . 547 

Discharged  during  year : 

Visit 117 

Trial  visit 1 

Parole 7 

Discharge 22 

By  death 11 

Number  enrolled  November  30,  1923 514 

Number  actually  present  November  30,  1923 480 

State 478 

Private 2 

Daily  average  population 328 

Applications  for  admission  during  the  year    .        .        .■ 136 

Admissions.  —  There  were  admitted,  by  transfer,  from  Waverley  28  males  and 
116  females;  by  transfer  from  Wrentham,  2  males  and  82  females;  by  transfer 
from  Tewksbury,  16  females;  by  transfer  from  Northampton,  1  male.  There 
were  admitted  from  the  community  75  males  and  34  females.  Of  these  admissions, 
13  were  idiots  with  a  mental  age  of  less  than  three  years;  42  were  imbeciles  with 
a  mental  age  ranging  from  three  to  seven  years;  43  were  morons  with  a  mental 
age  ranging  from  eight  to  twelve  years;  3  were  not  feeble-minded.  Four  women, 
unmarried,  had  borne  children,  —  1  one  child,  3  two  children  and  one  married 
woman  had  borne  4  legitimate  and  2  illegitimate  children.  Fifty-eight  were  sent 
in  from  the  courts.  Three  were  found  to  be  insane;  8  were  of  Mongolian  type 
of  defect;  one  was  a  case  of  defect  with  spastic  paralysis;  1  was  a  deaf  mute. 
Four  had  had  former  institution  care;  2  were  admitted  from  the  Reformatory 
for  Women  at  Sherborn  and  several  were  juvenile  offenders. 

Applications.  —  There  were  136  applications  for  admission. 

Discharges.  —  TTiere  were  33  discharges,  23  males,  10  females.  Of  these, 
8  boys  and  4  girls  were  discharged  to  relatives ;  2  boys  and  2  girls  were  discharged 
to  be  committed  to  the  Monson  State  Hospital;  3  boys  were  discharged  to  be 
committed  as  defective  delinquents  to  Bridgewater;  1  boy  was  discharged  to  be 
committed  to  Grafton  State  Hospital;  1  boy  was  discharged  on  Temporary  Care 
papers  to  Northampton  State  Hospital;   7  boys  and  4  girls  died  during  the  year. 
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The  causes  of  death  wore:  pulmonary  tuberculosis  5;  gastric  ulcer  (hemorrhage) 
1;  purulent  exuda+ivo  pharyngitis  with  oedema  of  the  glottis  (diphtheria)  1; 
bronchitis  and  acute  pulmonary  oedema  1;  bronchopneumonia  1;  diphtheria  1; 
chronic  parenchymatous  nephritis  1.  Besides  these,  two  boys  died  while  on  visit 
from  the  School.    I'our  boys  and  three  girls  were  discharged  on  parole. 

Health.  —  The  foil*.' wing  infectious  diseases  appeared  among  the  children 
during  the  year: 

1  boy  and  1  girl  -^  Scarlet  Fever. 
4  girls  —  Diphtheria. 

All  patients  have  been  immunized  against  diphtheria  by  use  of  toxin-antitoxin. 

"Social  Service.  —  This  department  has  been  estabUshed  and  has  found 
abundant  investigating,  both  in  the  interests  of  our  resident  population  and  in 
maintaining  supervision  of  children  on  parole.  In  addition,  this  department 
has  investigated  the  status  of  a  waiting  list  compiled  from  Waverley  and  Wrentham 
unsatisfied  applications." 

(A  more  detailed  report  of  Social  Service  follows  this  report.) 

Employed.  —  During  the  year,  2  boys  and  1  girl  have  been  paroled  to  go  to 
work.  One  boy  is  with  relatives  and  is  earning  a  small  sum  weekly,  the  other  is 
earning  $5.00  per  week  and  maintenance  and  the  girl  is  earning  19.00  per  week 
in  a  laundry.  The  benefits  of  the  1922  parole  law  are  clearly  manifest  in  the  dis- 
position of  this  group  of  cases. 

Defective  Delinquents.  —  The  defective  delinquent  of  16  years  or  over, 
heretofore  a  great  menace  to  the  welfare  of  the  School,  can  be  sent  to  a  special 
department  but  there  is  still  left  the  delinquent  of  less  than  16  years  who  is 
a  problem  no  less  troublesome.  It  is  believed  that  provision  should  be  made  to 
relieve  the  schools  for  the  feeble-minded  from  this  younger  set  of  boys  and  the 
defective  delinquent  girls. 

Clinics.  —  Wednesday  of  each  week  has  been  set  aside  for  the  examination 
of  children  who  may  be  brought  to  the  School.  Social  agencies  have  been  notified 
of  this  reservation  of  Wednesday. 

Progress  of  Building.  —  During  this  year  new  buildings  have  been  opened  as 
follows:  —  Custodial  Building  for  145  girls;  Dormitory  for  105  girls;  Employees' 
Cottages  No.  3  and  No.  7.  The  Laundry  Building  has  been  occupied  as  a  laundry, 
besides  giving  space  for  4  school-rooms  and  temporary  Assembly  Hall.  Six  new 
buildings  have  been  begun  during  the  year.  Four  sewer  beds  have  been  finished 
and  put  into  operation.  The  water  system  has  been  extended,  increasing  supply 
and  protection. 

Needs  for  1924.  1.  Administration  Building.  —  $65,000.00  including  vault 
for  storage  of  records  in  accordance  with  the  law. 

We  have  more  clerical  work  than  many  institutions  because  of  Special  Appro- 
priations and  work  incident  thereto.  We  need  more  room  than  is  offered  in  our 
temporary  offices  in  the  Bakery.  We  should  have  an  Administration  Building 
near  the  front  entrance  instead  of  at  the  rear.  Visitors  of  all  sorts  find  it  incon- 
venient to  locate  the  temporary  office.  Our  records  are  accumulating  faster  than 
we  can  care  for  them  and  we  have  no  vaults  for  same. 

2.  Two  Dormitories  for  Boys.  —  $200,000.00.  We  have  at  present  273  boys. 
At  least  135  are  unable  to  work  out  of  doors,  leaving  138,  including  40  at  the  farm, 
to  work  in  the  various  departments  (bakery,  store,  shops  and  out  of  doors).  We 
are  expected  to  do  much  of  the  excavating,  filling,  etc.,  about  the  grounds  with 
patient  labor  but  have  not  sufficient  accommodations  for  more  workers  which 
we  must  have. 

3.  Employees'  Cottages  No.  4.  and  No.  9.  —  $55,000.00.  These  two  must  be 
built  to  accommodate  employees  necessitated  by  additional  dormitories. 

4.  Garage.  —  $7,500.00.  Very  essential.  We  have  four  machines,  including  a 
truck  which  we  are  trying  to  care  for  in  the  boiler  house  as  the  only  heated  place 
available.    This  is  over-crowded  and  dirty. 

5.  Root  Cellar  and  Apple  House.  —  $7,000.00.  Last  year  the  farm  products 
were  stored  with  difficulty  and  wastage  because  of  lack  of  quarters.  This  year 
we  expect  to  increase  our  acreage  and  the  keeping  of  vegetables  and  fruit  will  be 
more  uncertain. 
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'^    6.  Carpenter  and  Machine  Shop.  —  $10,000.00.    Necessities  for  economical  and 
efficient  operation,  especially  in  a  building  institution. 

7.  Furnishings  and  Equipment.  —  $31,355.00. 

N.   Tunnels  and  Service  Lines.  —  $96,000.00. 

9.  Water  and  Sewer  Extension.  —  $34,800.00  to  finish  lines  to  all  proposed 
buildings. 

Educational  Department.  —  During  the  year,  with  shght  interruption  occa- 
sioned by  loss  of  teachers,  we  have  conducted  two  sense-training  classes;  classes 
in  grades  I,  II,  III  and  IV;  a  manual  training  department  for  boys;  an  industrial 
department  for  girls  and  a  gymnastic  department  for  both  sexes. 

Church  Service.  —  Catholic  services  each  Sunday  were  opened  September 
first.  Protestant  services  began  November  first.  A  choir  has  been  organized  to 
sing  at  both  services. 

Acknowledgment.  —  The  following  donations  by  friends  of  the  School  are 
gratefully  acknowledged:  Miss  Frances  E.  Cheney,  kindergarten  material;  Mr. 
Fred  A.  Farrar,  magazines;  Johnson's  Bookstore,  toys;  Forbes  &  Wallace,  toys; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Jackson,  magazines;  Mr.  Phihp  H.  Littlefield,  toys;  Mr.  Charles  Kalman, 
phonograph  records;  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Nash,  magazines;  Northampton  State  Hospi- 
tal, finishing  of  employees'  laundry. 

Farm.  —  The  farm  work  has  been  actively  developed  and  good  crops  were 
harvested.  Much  has  to  be  done  in  tearing  out  old  walls  and  in  clearing  land  from 
trees  and  brush.  The  herd  has  begun  to  grow,  several  calves  having  been  added 
to  same. 

GEORGE  E.  McPBERSO^,  Superintendent. 

Changes  in  Staff. 

John   W.  Stochaj,  M.D.,   Appointed  as  Assistant   Physician  January   9,   1923, 

Resigned  March  3,  1923. 
Arthur  E.  Westwell,  D.M.D.,  Appointed  as  Dentist  August  1,  1923. 
Edward  G.  Rowland,  M.D.,  Appointed  as  Assistant  Physician  September  15, 

1923. 
Naomi  Raskin,  M.D.,  Appointed  as  Assistant  Physician  October  22,  1923. 

REPORT  OF  THE   SOCIAL   SERVICE  DEPARTMENT 
FOR   THE  YEAR   ENDING  NOV.  30,  1923. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School:  — 

The  organization  of  the  Social  Service  Department  of  the  Belchertown  State 
School  was  begun  on  March  26,  1923,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Ruth  A.  Bolton. 
Miss  Bolton  came  to  the  School  from  the  Social  Service  Department  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts School  for  the  Feeble-Minded  at  Waverley,  and  remained  until  September 
1,  1923.  From  the  beginning,  the  work  has  developed  gradually  with  the  admis- 
sion of  more  patients,  and  the  increased  number  of  requests  from  relatives  and 
friends  for  the  parole  or  home  visit  of  boys  and  girls. 

During  the  eight  months  this  department  has  been  in  operation,  one  hundred 
and  four  cases  have  been  referred.  Thirty-one  of  these  required  a  home  or  social 
investigation,  including  two  which  were  requested  by  a  social  worker  of  another 
State  School.  Forty-eight  investigations  of  cases  in  the  community  have  been 
made,  six  of  whom  were  later  admitted  to  the  School,  and  eight  of  the  others  are 
known  to  be  in  need  of  institutional  care.  Forty-four  of  these  applications  were 
of  several  years  standing,  and  were  transferred  from  the  Wrentham  State  School 
as  the  children  belonged  in  this  district.  Investigation  showed  that  most  of  these 
children  are  not  now  in  need  of  admission  to  our  School,  as  five  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  Waverley,  six  are  in  State  Hospitals  or  Reform  Schools,  twelve  have 
moved  out  of  the  State  or  cannot  be  located,  and  the  remaining  eleven  have  made 
satisfactory  adjustments  in  the  community. 

The  remaining  cases  referred  to  social  service  during  the  past  eight  months 
consist  of  histories  taken  in  the  home  or  at  the  School;  personal  services  to  patients. 
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such  as  looking  up  relatives;    and  miscellaneous  cases  not  included  in  any  other 
group. 

The  plans  for  the  future  work  of  the  Social  Service  Department  include  the 
placement  under  supervision  of  those  boys  and  girls  who  can  be  given  a  trial  in 
the  community  as  soon  as  they  are  ready  for  graduation;  the  investigation  of  as 
many  cases  as  possible,  previous  to  admission;  and  the  growth  of  the  department 
to  form  a  connecting  link  between  the  School  and  the  homes,  as  well  as  to  help 
fulfill  the  community's  requirements  for  a  School  of  this  type. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RUTH  A.  GEGENHEIMER,  Psychiatric  Social  Worker. 


Financial  Report  for  this  year  omitted. 
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TRUSTEES'  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Belchertown  State  School,  Belchertown,  Mass. 

To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  the  Legislature,   and  the  Department  of  Mentall 
Diseases: 

The  Trustees  have  the  honor  to  present  then*  second  annual  report  for  the  year  • 
ending  November  30,  1924. 

Our  school  numbered  November  30,  1924,  684,  of  which  304  were  boys  and  380 1 
girls.  Most  of  these  were  transfers  from  Waverley  and  Wrentham  of  residents  ^ 
of  Western  Massachusetts  coming  within  our  district.  As  our  present  building; 
capacity  will  only  care  for  715  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  until  further  appro- 
priations are  made  for  new  projects,  the  development  of  the  school  must  be 
practically  at  a  standstill. 

We  had  hoped  that  the  growth  of  our  new  school  would  be  continuous  until  the 
highest  efficiency  should  be  reached,  but  there  had  to  be  a  sudden  curtailment  of 
building  operations  due  to  the  new  policy  of  rigid  economy  in  state  expenditures. 

However,  the  progress  made  during  the  year  seems  to  us  remarkable.  A  largee 
amount  of  grading  has  been  done,  two  dormitories  have  been  completed  and  twoi 
employees'  cottages.  But  the  demands  for  enlargement  have  not  been  met  and  the' 
capacity  Umit  for  boys  has  already  been  reached. 

We  are  especially  proud  of  our  farm  for  its  ever  increasing  usefulness  to  thei 
school,  yielding  as  it  does  a  l^rge  part  of  the  fruits,  vegetables,  milk  and  eggs 
consumed,  to  say  nothing  of  thi  healthful  and  necessary  employment  given  to  so 
many  of  the  older  boys.  But  ii  is  useless  to  produce  crops  that  cannot  be  stored, 
and  until  proper  storage  facihties  are  provided  there  will  be  little  encouragement 
to  enlarge  this  important  field  of  work. 
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The  new  parole  system  is  working  out  well.  The  numerous  applications  from 
parents  for  the  discharge  of  the  older  girls  have  to  be  denied  in  most  cases  because 
of  unfavorable  home  conditions,  but  there  are  several  older  boys  and  girls  who  are 
out  on  parole  and  are  proving  both  self-respecting  and  useful. 

The  removal  of  the  defective  deUnquent  class  of  older  boys  to  Bridgewater  has 
been  a  distinct  help  to  the  morale  of  the  school.  A  need  exists  to  relieve  the  school 
of  the  same  type  of  girl,  and  it  is  hoped  provision  may  soon  be  made  to  meet  it. 

Our  school  is  doing  its  part  towards  spreading  knowledge  of  the  new  mental 
hygiene  movement.  Our  method  employed  was  to  invite  the  school  superinten- 
dents in  the  district  to  spend  a  day  at  the  school.  Lunch  was  served,  the  various 
departments  of  the  school  were  visited,  and  then  the  Superintendent  addressed 
them  on  the  purposes  and  aims  of  the  school.  This  method  employed  to  erdighten 
school  men  on  a  subject  highly  important  to  them  must  prove  of  great  value. 

To  sum  up  the  problem  at  Belchertown  it  resolves  itself  into  the  question  of 
whether  the  school  is  meeting  the  needs  of  this  district  as  well  as  they  are  being  met 
in  the  other  two  schools  of  the  state.  If  not,  provision  should  be  made  to  establish 
facilities  equal  to  the  others. 

We  urge  the  following  building  projects  for  the  coming  year: 

1.  An  Administration  Building  with  fireproof  vaults  for  records.  The  building 
now  being  used  was  buUt  for  a  storehouse  and  bakery  and  is  at  the  rear  instead  of 
being  near  the  entrance  where  it  properly  belongs. 

2.  Two  dormitories  for  boys.  We  are  full  to  capacity,  and  six  small  boys  are 
now  being  cared  for  in  the  girls'  nursery. 

3.  Two  cottages  for  employees.  One  should  be  buUt  to  house  the  dormitory 
employees,  the  second  being  contingent  on  building  2,  boys'  dormitories. 

4.  Garage.  The  automobiles  are  still  being  stored  in  the  boiler  house  against 
the  law.    It  is  a  dirty,  inconvenient  place. 

5.  School  house  with  gynmasium. 

6.  Assembly  Hall  with  employees'  recreation  room. 

7.  Carpenter  shop  (to  include  machine  shop).  This  project  is  needed  during 
the  building  operations  and  should  be  a  fundamental  part  of  school  equipment. 

8.  Poultry  plant. 

9.  Root-cellar  and  fruit  house. 

We  cannot  close  our  report  without  expressing  appreciation  for  the  courage  and 
determined  efforts  of  our  Superintendent,  aided  by  those  faithful  employees,  who 
have  carried  on  their  work  amid  difficulties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THEODORE  S.  BACON,  FRED  A.  FARRAR, 

ELIZABETH  D.  NASH,  EDWIN  C.  GILBERT, 

FRANCES  E.  CHENEY,  JAMES  L.  HARROP. 
JOHN  R.  CALLAHAN, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

The  Superintendent's  report  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1924,  is  hereby 
submitted: 

Number  enrolled  November  30,  1923     547 

Number  actually  resident  November  30,  1923   480 

Admissions  during  the  year   226 

School  cases 76 

Custodial  cases 149 

Observation    1 

By  transfer    89 

From  community 136 

From  observation    1 

Whole  number  enrolled  during  the  year 773 
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Discharged  during  year: 

Visit  147 

Parole    12 

Discharge 47 

By  death   9 

Number  enrolled  November  30,  1924    684 

Number  actually  present  November  30,  1924    652 

State    648 

Private      4 

Daily  average  population  556 

Applications  for  admission  during  the  year .  319 

Admissions.  There  were  admitted,  by  transfer,  from  Waverley,  25  males  and 
49  females;  by  transfer  from  Wrentham,  15  females.  There  were  admitted  from 
the  conamunity,  43  males  and  93  females.  Of  these  admissions,  18  were  idiots 
with  a  mental  age  of  less  than  three  years;  30  were  imbeciles  with,  a  mental  age 
ranging  from  three  to  seven  years ;  83  were  morons  with  a  mental  age  ranging  from 
eight  to  twelve  years;  2  were  not  feeble-minded.  Thirteen  women,  unmarried, 
had  borne  children — ten,  one  child;  three,  two  children;  one  married  woman  had 
borne  one  illegitimate  child,  and  one  married  woman  had  borne  one  legitimate  and 
two  illegitimate  children.  Ninety-two  were  sent  in  from  the  courts.  Six  were  of 
Mongolian  type  of  defect;  one  was  a  cretin  and  five  were  cases  of  defect  with  spastic 
paralysis;  sixteen  had  had  former  institution  care,  three  at  this  School. 

Applications.  There  were  319  apphcations  for  admission.  Of  these,  171  were 
from  the  community  or  from  agencies  and  148  were  applications  transferred  to  us 
from  the  other  two  Schools  on  account  of  their  over-crowded  condition. 

Discharges.  There  were  56  discharges — 40  males,  16  females.  Of  these,  29  were 
discharged  to  relatives;  3  girls  were  discharged  to  be  committed  to  the  Monson 
State  Hospital;  1  boy  was  discharged  to  be  committed  as  a  defective  dehnquent  to 
Bridgewater;  2  boys  were  discharged  to  be  committed  to  the  Northampton  State 
Hospital;  1  boy  was  discharged  to  be  committed  to  the  Lyman  School;  1  female 
was  discharged  on  temporary  care  papers  to  be  committed  to  this  School;  8  boys 
and  1  girl  died  during  the  year.  The  causes  of  death  were:  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
1;  generahzed  tuberculosis,  2;  tubercular  pneumonia,  1;  lobar  pneumonia,  1; 
bronchial  pneumonia,  1 ;  cerebral  hemorrhage,  1 ;  multiple  injiiries  due  to  accidental 
fall,  1.  Besides  these,  1  boy  died  while  on  visit  from  the  School.  Ten  girls  and 
2  boys  were  discharged  on  parole. 

Health.  The  general  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  excellent.  There  have  been 
two  deaths  from  general  tuberculosis  of  long  standing.  Recently  three  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  have  been  discovered.  One  such  case  has  been  sent  to  the 
Westfield  Sanatorium  and  arrangements  for  the  other  two  at  a  suitable  institution 
are  being  negotiated.  It  has  been  necessary  to  send  to  the  Holyoke  Hospital,  for 
treatment,  3  boys  and  2  girls;  to  the  Cooley  Dickinson  Hospital,  Northampton, 
1  boy;  to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  Boston,  1  girl.  About  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber we  became  involved  in  an  epidemic  of  mild  grippe  which  temporarily  upset  our 
operations  because  of  the  large  number  of  employees  affected  at  one  time.  The 
pupils  were  not  involved.  Each  pupil  has  been  immunized  against  diphtheria, 
typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever. 

Educational  Department.  During  the  year  we  have  secured  the  services  of  a 
Head  Teacher  who  is  busy  correlating  the  courses  of  study,  organizing  the  institu- 
tion library  and  its  circulation,  and  supervising  the  entertainment  activities.  This 
year  has  been  the  beginning  of  a  kindergarten.  There  now  are  being  conducted 
two  sense-training  classes  (pre-kindergarten),  a  kindergarten,  gjonnastic  classes  and 
six  grades  of  grammar  school.  In  addition,  there  is  an  industrial  department  for 
boys,  and,  for  boys,  one  in  manual  training.  In  all  our  classes  we  have  134  boys 
and  210  girls.     Pupils  attend  their  school  sessions  for  one-half  of  each  school  day. 

During  1924,  the  Industrial  Department  produced  the  following  articles:  21 
doihes,  31  stuffed  animals,  19  face  cloths,  137  bm-eau  scarfs,  2  work  bags,  2  lace 
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yokes,  33  woo^  sweaters,  49  stand  covers,  63  handkerchiefs,  31  neck  scarfs,  75  caps, 
28  rag  dolls  and  dressed,  4  sofa  pillow  covers,  125  kitchen  holders,  25  woven  rugs 
(54"),  134  pairs  socks,  5  pairs  garters,  2  collars,  291  pairs  stockings,  31  pairs  mittens, 
18  mats  (hand  woven),  55  table  runners,  4  braided  rugs,  67^^  yards  floor  runner, 
13  mapkin  rings,  1  collar  and  cuff  set,  1  tray  cloth,  38  neckties,  17  pairs  curtains, 
16  rosettes,  2  chairback  covers,  6  pen  wipers,  3  willow  baskets,  12  guest  towels, 
2  bean  bags. 

In  the  same  twelve  months  the  production  of  the  Manual  Department  was  as 
follows:  682  yards  toweUing,  15  coire  mats,  4  coat  racks,  1  book  case,  22  fly  swatters, 
6  bulletin  boards,  4  card  index  boxes,  3  window  poles,  185  scrub  brushes,  84  Jap, 
brushes,  53  floor  pohshers,  426  brooms,  12  whisk  brooms,  10  tooth  brush  racks, 
4  ice  mallets,  4  ice  picks,  miscellaneous  scenery  for  hall.  Repairs  made  to:  100 
sleds,  35  floor  pohshers,  1,500  pairs  shoes,  300  blocks  painted,  90  chairs,  50  settees, 
15  food  carts,  and  given  1,500  hair  cuts  for  boys. 

Services  and  Entertainments.  Religious  services  are  held  each  Sunday  for  both 
Cathohcs  and  Protestants.  A  choir  has  been  developed  to  assist  in  the  conduct  of 
each  service.  Entertainments  are  under  the  particular  care  of  the  teaching  staff. 
Ward  parties,  formal  entertainments  in  the  temporary  Assembly  Hall,  movies  and 
dances  occur  weekly.  Walking  parties  of  pupils  are  taken  out  on  suitable  days. 
Each  hoUday  finds  an  elaborate  program — out  of  doors  when  possible. 

Social  Service.  Already  our  one  worker  in  this  department  is  finding  it  impos- 
sible to  keep  up  with  the  press  of  work.  Much  investigation,  involving  long  trips, 
has  to  be  made,  while  the  proper  supervision  of  our  paroled  pupils  consumes  much 
time.  We  intend,  whenever  possible,  to  have  our  visitor  see  the  parents  of  new 
applicants,  before  the  latter's  admission  to  the  School,  that  the  purposes  and 
benefits  of  the  School  may  be  explained.  At  the  present  time,  3  boys  and  9  girls 
are  earning  their  hving  in  communities  and  under  our  supervision.  (A  more 
detailed  report  of  social  service  follows  this  report.) 

Farm.  The  farm  has  been  well  handled  during  1924.  One  of  the  greatest  prob- 
lems is  the  rapid  development  of  much  more  tillable  land.  Considerable  prog- 
ress in  this  direction  has  been  already  accomphshed.  Two  hundred  apple  trees  have 
been  set  out  in  1924.  In  spite  of  the  dry  season,  the  record  of  production  is  very 
satisfactory,  as  indicated  by  the  table  of  farm  products:  275  cords  of  wood,  30  tons 
of  hay,  3,200  lbs.  oats,  90  tons  ensilage,  3,120  bus.  potatoes,  280  bus.  string  beans, 
13  bus.  lima  beans,  110  bus.  shell  beans,  165  bus.  beets,  205  qts.  brussel  sprouts, 
15,000  lbs.  cabbage,  300  bus.  carrots,  21  bus.  cauliflower,  530  bus.  sweet  corn, 
100  boxes  cucumbers,  100  boxes  lettuce,  600  bus.  onions,  380  bus.  parsnips,  225  bus. 
peas,  35  bus.  radishes,  182  lbs.  rhubarb,  485  bus.  spinach,  500  bus.  tomatoes,  470 
bus.  turnips,  380  bus.  Swiss  chard,  31  boxes  celery,  60  qts.  maple  syrup,  625  bbls. 
apples,  20,000  lbs.  pork,  $2,970  of  poultry  products,  99,713  qts.  of  milk. 

Progress  of  Building.  During  1924,  the  following  new  buildings  have  been  put 
into  commission:  two  girls'  dormitories — one  of  seventy  beds,  the  other  with  one 
hundred  and  five  beds;  an  employees'  cottage  for  twenty-two  persons.  Twelve 
new  wells  h;ave  been  driven  and  connected  with  our  water  system  which  was  called 
upon  to  deliver  1,825,122  gallons  of  water  during  the  year  to  the  Belchertown  Water 
District.  The  new  Service  Building  was  opened  in  April,  and  here  the  cooking  for 
the  whole  institution  is  done.  Officers  and  employees  have  dining  rooms  in  the 
same  building.  A  canning  room  was  installed  at  the  north  end  of  the  Service 
Building,  and  during  the  past  season  there  were  canned  in  glass  and  tins:  String 
beans  (262  qts.  in  glass;  752  qts.  in  tin.  No.  2,  798  gals,  in  tin),  132  gals,  peas, 
209  qts.  and  1,177  gals,  tomatoes,  1,206  gals,  apples,  169  gals,  spinach,  80  gals, 
squash,  60  qts.S'pickled  beets,  7  qts.  spiced  pear,  9  qts.  blackberry  jam,  26  qts.  sweet 
rehsh,  253  qts.  chili  sauce,  77  qts.  plum  marmalade,  151  qts.  mustard  pickle,  10  qts. 
apple  jelly,  254  qts.  piccalilli. 

Two  Craine  silos  have  been  erected  at  the  farm  and  a  large  wagon  shed  completed. 
Eighteen  hundred  feet  of  permanent  road,  with  stone  foundation  from  one  to  three 
feet  deep,  have  been  built  and  next  year  it  is  hoped  that  this  can  be  covered  with 
tarvia.    Eighteen  hundred  feet  of  cement  sidewalks  have  been  installed.    Con- 
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siderable  grading  has  been  done,  together  with  the  digging  for,  and  installation  of, 
di-aimxgc  lines  of  sewer  pipe  and  the  construction  of  numerous  manholes  and  catch 
basins. 

Building  Needs  for  1925.  Administration  Building,  with  fireproof  vaults  for 
storage  of  records  in  accordance  with  the  law.  Our  offices  are  now  scattered 
through  various  and  disconnected  parts  of  the  Storehouse  and  all  are  overcrowded. 
There  is  no  proper  provision  for  preserving  and  fiUng  records  as  required  by  law. 
The  offices,  as  now  located,  are  entirely  too  far  removed  from  the  entrance  to  the 
grounds  so  that  the  stranger  and  the  undesirable  have  too  much  opportunity  to  go 
astray. 

Two  Dormitories  for  Boys.  At  least  one  of  these  should  be  provided  for  next 
year.  We  have  now  no  vacant  beds  on  the  boys'  side,  and  six  small  boys  are  being 
cared  for  in  the  girls'  infii'mary.  We  are  in  no  position  to  properly  serve  our 
district  in  regard  to  admitting  boys  until  additional  accommodations  are  provided. 

Em-ployees'  Cottages.  One  additional  cottage  must  be  provided  for  employees  for 
each  dormitory. 

Garage.  As  ridiculous  as  it  may  appear,  we  are  required  to  house  our  automotive 
equipment  in  our  boiler  house.  This  is  very  unsatisfactory  to  all  concerned, 
besides  being  in  a  place  cUrty  with  coal  dust,  and  such  use  of  power  house  is  against 
the  law.  Failure  to  provide  proper  garage  facihties  cannot  be  considered  economic 
or  efficient. 

Schoolhouse  and  Gymnasium.  Already  the  Laundry  feels  the  need  of  more  space 
now  given  over  to  the  temporary  Assembly  Hall.  Each  of  the  temporary  school- 
rooms is  taxed  to  over-capacity,  and  one  teacher  has  too  many  pupils  for  the  best 
work.     Relief  will  become  urgent  before  1926. 

Assembly  Hall,  with  Employees'  Recreation  Rooms  in  Basement.  At  this  writing, 
the  temporary  Assembly  Hall  (established  in  the  middle  of  the  Laundry  Building) 
is  so  over-crowded  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  running 
two  of  each  performance  to  accommodate  the  pupils.  There  are  no  suitable  rooms 
for  the  entertainment  and  recreation  of  employees  who  are  very  much  marooned 
in  this  rural  setting  with  no  facihties  for  leaving  town  after  the  day's  work. 

Carpenter  Shop  with  Machine  Shop.  Funds  for  this  project  should  be  appropriated 
in  1925  so  that  the  institution  may  have  the  benefit  of  such  utilities  during  the 
needs  of  active  building.  We  need  this  now,  not  ten  or  fifteen  years  after  we  are 
built. 

Root  Cellar  with  Apple  House.  We  have  a  large  farm  production  but  no  adequate 
storage  facilities.  Already,  after  harvesting  a  bumper  crop  of  potatoes  and  apples, 
we  are  s  eeing  them  decay  because  of  unsuitable  storage.  It  appears  unreasonable 
to  provide  fuhds  for  farm  operations  only  to  lose  the  profit  by  inability  to  properly 
care  for  what  is  raised. 

Poultry  Plant.  We  have  started,  in  a  modest  way,  a  poultry  plant.  We  hope 
in  time  to  produce  all  the  eggs  we  may  need.  To  this  end  we  must  have  permanent 
provision  for  a  plant. 

Acknowledgments.  We  have  received  numerous  gifts  from  friends,  viz.:  Mr. 
J.  W.  Jackson,  magazines;  Rev.  D.  L.  Hilliard,  magazines  and  two  picture  post 
card  albums;  Amherst  School  Children,  valentines  and  Maybaskets  (filled);  Mr. 
Lewis  H.  Blackmer,  magazines;  Congregational  Church,  Amherst,  leaflets;  Dr.  H. 
M_.  Watkins,  magazines;  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Braille  Books  for  the 
Blind  Children;  Congregational  Sunday  School,  Town,  leaflets;  Clapp  Memorial 
Library,  magazines;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Ashley,  organ;  Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Collette, 
material  for  weaving  rugs;  Mrs.  Lestina  M.  Kehoe,  material  for  weaving  rugs. 

GEORGE  E.  McPHERSON,  Superintendent. 


CHANGES  IN  STAFF 

Harvey  M.  Watkins,  M.D.,  transferred  to  the  Department  of  Mental  Diseases, 
Division  of  Feeble-Minded,  State  House,  Boston,  Mass.,  on  August  1,  1924. 
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REPORT  OF  SOCIAL  SERVICE  DEPARTMENT 

Tothe  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

During  the  year  ending  Nov.  30, 1924,  the  activities  of  the  Social  Service  Depart- 
ment of  the  Belchertown  State  School  have  increased  so  that  the  average  number 
of  cases  handled  per  month  has  nearly  doubled.  Three  hundred  and  four  new 
cases  were  referred,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  of  which  were  investigations  of 
old  applications  transferred  from  Wrentham  and  Waverley;  ten  were  community 
cases  referred  for  investigation  prior  to  acceptance  for  admission,  and  the  remainder, 
one  hundred  and  forty-six,  were  cases  connected  with  the  School.  The  general 
policy  of  the  department  has  been  to  extend  the  services  of  the  School  into  the 
community,  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  individual  girl  or  boy  who  has  been  a 
pupil  here,  but  to  advise  and  assist  in  the  problem  of  the  defective  child  outside 
who  may  at  some  time  need  admission. 

A  great  deal  of  time  has  been  spent  on  supervision  of  girls  and  boys  paroled 
from  the  School.  This  work  began  in  January,  1924,  when  the  Board  of  Trustees 
paroled  to  the  care  of  the  Social  Service  Department  nine  pupils  who  were  out  on 
trial  visit,  most  of  whom  were  working.  Since  then,  eight  others  have  gone  out  to 
work  in  the  homes  of  relatives,  or  to  be  regularly  employed  elsewhere.  The  girls 
are  doing  housework,  factory  and  laundry  work,  and  wages  vary  from  clothing  and 
maintenance,  to  $15.84  week,  while  the  boys  earn  from  $7.00  week  plus  tips,  of  one 
who  is  a  bell  hop,  to  $20.00  week  of  another  who  works  as  helper  on  an  ice  team, 
and  $25.00  week  of  a  third  who  is  an  outdoor  worker  on  a  large  estate. 

Twelve  of  the  seventeen  homes  to  which  these  pupils  went  were  investigated 
previous  to  the  Trustees'  decision  as  to  parole,  and  four  of  the  twelve  were  place- 
ment homes  which  were  found  by  the  social  worker.  All  of  the  latter  have  proved 
satisfactory  and  the  employers  have  given  great  assistance  in  the  matter  of  super- 
vision by  their  co-operation  and  intelligent  understanding  of  the  girls'  needs. 
Relatives,  social  agencies  and  other  interested  people  have  helped  with  the  super- 
vision of  the  others.  Although  it  has  been  necessary  to  return  five  of  these  seven- 
teen pupils  to  the  School  it  was  not  because  of  misbehavior  in  every  case.  One 
girl  gave  complete  satisfaction  to  her  employer  and  is  only  here  temporarily,  until 
another  place  can  be  found  for  her;  one  boy,  who  was  a  good  routine  worker,  was 
returned  because  his  employer  found  it  necessary  to  hire  someone  who  could  take 
more  responsibility;  in  another  case  the  relatives  did  not  keep  the  terms  of  parole 
and  took  the  boy  into  the  city  when  he  was  supposed  to  be  working  on  a  farm.  In 
the  other  two  cases,  one  girl  made  trouble  with  the  small  children  in  the  family, 
while  the  fifth,  a  girl,  was  likely  to  become  delinquent  as  her  father  had  practically 
turned  her  out  of  the  home  because  she  refused  to  give  him  her  wages  of  $3.00  week. 
It  therefore  appears  from  the  es^perience  of  the  past  year  that  the  question  of  parole 
depends,  first,  upon  careful  study  and  selection  of  the  pupils ;  second,  upon  thorough 
investigation  of  the  environment  and  working  conditions  to  which  the  pupil  is  to 
go;  third,  upon  the  understanding  and  co-operation  of  the  relatives,  employers, 
and  others  concerned  as  to  the  pupil's  limitations  and  personaUty,  and,  finally, 
upon  the  quality  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  supervision. 

Forty-three  home  and  social  investigations  have  been  made,  in  addition  to 
eighteen  investigations  to  assist  the  Superintendent  in  deciding  whether  the  pupil 
should  be  allowed  to  go  out  on  vacation.  Twenty-eight  histories  were  taken  in 
the  homes  and  at  the  School,  and  one  history  and  one  report  on  home  conditions 
were  obtained  for  the  Social  Worker  of  a  State  Hospital  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State. 

Forty-two  miscellaneous  cases  were  considered.  These  included  location  of 
relatives;  personal  talks  with  pupils  in  the  School;  home  visits  to  pupils  in  the 
community,  not  on  parole;  personal  services  to  pupils;  and  friendly  visits  to  rela- 
tives and  others  to  discuss  with  them  the  possibilities  of  a  certain  child's  future, 
and  the  pohcy  of  the  School  in  regard  to  care,  education  and  training.  Many 
community  visits,  not  counted  as  cases,  were  made  to  interested  people  to  talk 
over  commitment  forms  and  the  general  scheme  of  graded  classes,  work,  and 
recreation  carried  on  at  the  School. 
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Correspondence  has  been  carried  on  and  interviews  arranged  with  ten  prospec- 
tive employers  who  were  desirous  of  taking  a  boy  or  girl  from  the  School  into  their 
home  to  work,  but  none  of  them  proved  available  for  our  use.  Numerous  inquiries 
have  been  made  of  social  agencies  and  other  interested  people  concerning  possible 
homes  for  the  placement  of  our  boys  and  girls,  but  suitable  homes  where  the  pupil 
can  be  taken  into  the  family  circle  and  intelligent  supervision  given  are  difficult  to 
find. 

Since  the  investigation  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  applications  transferred 
from  Wrentham  and  Waverley  was  started  in  August,  twenty-nine  girls  have  been 
admitted  to  this  School,  and  twenty-one  are  known  to  be  in  need  of  admission. 
Nineteen  are  believed  to  have  adjusted  satisfactorily  in  the  community;  sixteen 
have  been  admitted  to  State  Hospitals  or  Reform  Schools;  four  have  died;  seven 
cannot  be  located,  and  three  have  moved  out  of  the  state.  Forty-nine  cases  are 
still  uncertain  as  the  investigations  are  not  yet  completed.  As  the  majority  of 
these  applications  was  made  from  8  to  10  years  ago,  analysis  of  the  results  should 
prove  most  interesting,  and  a  special  study  of  them  is  planned  as  soon  as  all  investi- 
gations have  been  finished. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  use  of  a  Ford 
sedan  which  has  been  available  since  the  beginning  of  the  year.  A  great  deal  of 
the  time  and  energy  of  the  social  worker  has  been  saved,  making  it  possible  to  give 
better  service  to  the  School  and  the  community,  and  in  some  cases  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  work  which  would  otherwise  have  been  impossible. 

Other  activities  in  connection  with  the  department  have  included  monthly 
meetings  with  the  social  workers  from  the  other  State  institutions,  and  case  con- 
ferences with  the  Director  of  Social  Work  at  the  State  House  and  other  social 
workers  with  mental  defectives.  The  National  Conference  and  the  Massachusetts 
Conference  of  Social  Work  were  attended,  as  well  as  a  course  of  six  lectures  on 
mental  hygiene  given  in  Springfield  during  the  winter.  One  lecture  on  "Com- 
munity Placement  of  the  Feeble-minded"  based  on  the  experience  of  the  School, 
was  given  to  a  class  of  students  at  the  Smith  College  School  for  Social  Work,  and 
arrangements  made  for  a  clinic  and  visit  to  the  institution  of  about  thirty  students 
from  the  same  School.  Since  October  28,  assistance  has  been  given  at  a  Child 
Guidance  clinic  which  is  held  weekly  in  Springfield  for  the  advice  and  treatment  of 
normal  children  with  bad  habits  which  parents  are  unable  to  correct. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  social  worker  has  keenly  appreciated  the  interest  and 
assistance  given  to  her  work  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  Superintendent  and 
members  of  the  St^. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
RUTH  A.  GEGENHEIMER,  Psychiatric  Social  Worker. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT 

To  the  Department  of  Mental  Diseases: 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  finances  of  this  institution  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1924. 

Cash  Account 
Income  Receipts 

Board  of  inmates: 

Private   $754.00 

Reimbursements,  insane    523.15 

$1,277.15 

Personal  services: 

Reimbursemeni.  from  Board  of  Retirement 37.95 

Sales: 

Food   $631.87 

Water   104.95 

Farm: 

Cows  and  calves $9.80 

Hides 35.50 

45.30 

N^-      „  782.12 

Miscellaneous: 

Interest  on  isank  balances  $268.70 

Sundries,  refunds  previous  years    144  65 

413.35 

Total  income $2,510.57 
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Maintenance 

Balance  from  previous  year,  brought  forward $5,868. 15 

Appropriation,  current  year 283,994.98 

Total $289,863.13 

Expenses  (as  analyzed  below)    268,91 1.12 

Balance  reverting  to  treasury  of  Commonwealth $20,952.01 

Analysis  of  Expenses 

Personal  services $124,519.55 

Religious  instruction   1,040.00 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses 4,768.94 

Food ■ 41,990.42 

Clothing  and  materials 14,483.81 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies    14,523.41 

Medical  and  general  care    7,308.22 

Heat,  light  and  power 23,081.07 

Farm 23,133.37 

Garage,  stable  and  grounds    5,937.94  . 

Repairs,  ordinary   6,498.47 

Repairs  and  renewals 1,625.92 

Total  expenses  for  maintenance $268,911.12 

Special  Appbopkiations 

Balance  December  1,  1923 $200,490.70 

Appropriations  for  current  year 37,755.00 

Total $238,245.70 

Expended  during  the  year  (see  statement  below) $183,771.39 

Reverting  to  treasury  of  Commonwealth 8,480.59 

192,251.98 

Balance  November  30,  1924,  carried  to  next  year   $45,993.72 


Object 

Act  or 
Resolve 

Whole 
Amount 

Expended 

During 

Fiscal 

Year 

Total 

Expended 

to  Date 

Balance 
at  End 
of  Year 

Additional  Boiler 

129  of  1922 
203  of  1921 
211  of  1919 
129  of  1922 
203  of  1921 
211  of  1919 
129  of  1922 
126  of  1923 
203  of  1921 
129  of  1922 
129  of  1922 
126  of  1924 
211  of  1919 
126  of  1924 
211  of  1919 
129  of  1922 
126  of  1923 
129  of  1922 
126  of  1923 
129  of  1922 
129  of  1922 
129  of  1922 
211  of  1919 
129  of  1922 
129  of  1922 
129  of  1922 

$15,300.00 

133,000.00 

192,700.00 

30,000.00 

98,000.00 

142,492.00 

186,000.00 

6,650.00 

29,400.00 

57,500.00 

117,655.00 

300.00 

33,000.00 

2,500.00 

108,000.00 

10,000.00 

14,000.00 

40,000.00 

37,000.00 

26,000.00 

15,000.00 

34,000.00 

53,000.00 

20,000.00 

108,100.00 

50,000.00 

$9,045.34 

2,488.40 

318.00 

6,965.20 

1,754.02 

126.00 

32,202.54 

1,031.12 

713.87 

24,267.14 

36,248.69 

299.83 

452.74 
30.87 

'2,117.87 

7,070.39 

14,895.07 

12,1 27. 46 
40.33 

16,089.36 
15,487.15 

$13,941.24 

132,748.16 

192,697.70 

28,747.99 

96,748.55 

142,471.44 

171,875.19 

6,477.17 

29,249.63 

56,970.81 

111,308.13 

299.83 

32,998.59 

452.74 

107,963.49 

9,947.08 

2,586.98 

39,639.00 

36,531.34 

17,597.12 

14.920.55 

33,961.24 

52,997.18 

16,777.66 

105,715.67 

49,498.21 

$1,358.76 

Custodial  1921  "A" 

251.84 

Custodial  1919  "K" 

2.30 

Dairy  Barn 

1,252.01 

Dormitory  1921  "B" 

1,251.45 

Dormitory  105  Inmates    

20.56* 

Two  Dormitory  Buildings    

14,124.81 

Electric  Service  Lines   

172.83 

Employees  Cottages    

150.37 

529.19 

Furnishings  and  Equipment 

Interior  Painting    

6,346.87 
.17 

Laundry  Building 

1.41* 

Piggery  

2,047.26 

Power  House 

36.51 

Purchase  of  Certain  Land 

52.92* 

Remodeling  Cottages 

11,413.02 

Service  Building 

361.00 

Service  Line,  Con.  and  Tunnel    

Spur  Track   

468.66 
8,402.88* 

Superintendent's  House    

79.45 

Tunnels,  Conduits  and  Roads 

Tunnels  and  Piping 

38.76 
2.82* 

New  Walks 

3,222.34 

Water  and  Sewerage   

2,384.33 

Water  Supply 

501.79 

$1,559,597.00 

$183,771.39 

$1,505,122.69 

$54,474.31 

Balance  reverting  to  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth $8,480.59 

Balance  carried  to  next  year 45,993.72 

Total  as  above $54,474.31 


Per  Capita 
During  the  year  the  average  number  of  inmates  has  been  556.39 
Total  cost  for  maintenance,  $268,911.12 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  cost  of  $9.29 
Receipts  from  sales,  $782.12 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of  $0,027 
All  other  institution  receipts,  $1,728.45 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of  $0,059 
Net  weekly  per  capita,  $9.20 

Respectfully  submitted. 


DORA  B,  WESLEY, 

Treasurer. 
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VALUATION 

NOTEMBEK  30,  1924 

Real  Estate 

Land  (703  acres) $15,752.00 

Buildin«s 1,465.990.05 

«1.481,742.05 

Peksonax.  Peopeett 

Travel,  transportation  and  ofiSce  expenses $3, .330.41 

Food 9,462.50 

Clothing  and  materials 9,227.18 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies   68,41 4.84 

Medical  and  general  care    4,522.37 

Heat,  light  and  power 5,777.35 

Farm 25,334.44 

Garage,  stables  and  grounds 3,227.57 

Repairs 8,049.00 

$137,345.66 

Summabt 

Real  estate $1,481,742.05 

Personal  property 137,345.66 


$1,619,087.71 
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TRUSTEES'  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Belchertown  State  School,  Belchertown,  Mass. 

To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  the  Legislature,  and  the  Department  of  Mental 
■  Diseases: 

The  Trustees  have  the  honor  to  present  their  third  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  November  30,  1925. 

We  have  now  a  total  bed  capacity  of  750,  of  which  300  are  for  boys  and  450 
for  girls.  Having  reached  our  capacity,  and  with  no  new  dormitories  in  sight,  the 
outlook  is  discouraging  for  the  next  two  or  three  years  to  the  people  of  Western 
Massachusetts  who  had  hoped  that  the  feeble-minded  problem  had  been  taken 
care  of, — for  the  immediate  future  at  least.  A  little  relief  will  be  offered  from 
time  to  time  when  boys  and  girls  whose  mental  and  moral  defects  are  not  extreme 
and,  after  receiving  a  period  of  training  at  the  School,  are  returned  to  the  com- 
munity. Already  twenty-five  boys  and  girls  have  beicome  useful,  self-supporting, 
self-respecting  citizens  under  this  plan. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  development.  Lack  of  appropriations 
made  it  impossible  to  continue  the  much-needed  building  operations  but  work  in 
grading,  clearing  the  land  and  otherwise  improving  the  property  has  gone  on 
steadily.  The  farm  has  been  greatly  improved,  giving  the  best  kind  of  employ- 
ment to  a  group  of  the  older  boys  and  girls. 

The  industrial  work  has  been  ably  managed  and  many  useful  articles  of  clothing, 
as  well  as  certain  household  furnishings  and  utensils,  have  been  turned  out. 

The  school  department  has  steadily  vv^orked  up  until  now  we  have  great  hopes 
from  an  enthusiastic,  intelligent  body  of  teachers. 
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Two  meetings  of  special  interest  in  acquainting  professional  groups  with  the 
work  of  the  School  have  been  held  during  the  year.  One  was  a  meeting  of  the 
Probate  Court  judges  of  Western  Massachusetts  and  the  other  a  meeting  of  the 
Medical  Societies  of  the  same  section,  at  which  seventy-seven  physicians  were 
present.  Much  interest  and  enthusiasm  was  shown  at  both  meetings  and  the 
work  appeared  as  a  revelation  to  the  majority. 

Educating  the  public  seems  to  be  an  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  School 
and  will  doubtless  react  to  the  advantage  of  both  School  and  community. 

Recreation  claims  some  of  the  best  efforts  of  members  of  the  Staff  and  takes 
many  forms, — from  picnics  and  ball  games  in  summer  to  movies  and  dancing 
in  the  winter. 

Two  musical  comedies, — "Sally"  and  adaptions  from  "Rose  Marie"  have  been 
given  with  great  success.  Besides  several  performances  for  the  children,  both 
were  given  before  a  selected  group  of  interested  people,  many  of  whom  came  from  a 
distance. 

The  situation  of  Belchertown  with  its  close  proximity  to  four  colleges  gives 
opportunity  for  clinics  as  well  as  furnishing  practical  help  to  students  in  the  de- 
partments of  education,  sociology  and  psychology. 

We  urge  the  following  building  projects  again  this  year: 

1.  An  Administration  Building  with  fire-proof  vaults  for  records.  The 
building  now  being  used  was  built  for  a  Storehouse  and  Bakery  and  is  at  the 
rear  instead  of  being  near  the  entrance  where  it  properly  belongs. 

2.  One  Dormitory  for  Boys. 

3.  One  Cottage  for  Employees.  One  should  be  built  to  house  the  new 
dormitory  employees. 

4.  Garage.  The  aiitomohiles  are  still  being  stored  in  the  boiler  house  against 
the  law. 

5.  School-house  with  Gymnasium. 

6.  Assembly  Hall  with  Employees'  Recreation-room. 

7.  Carpenter  Shop  (to  include  Machine-shop).  This  project  is  needed 
during  the  building  operations  and  should  be  a  fundamental  part  of  School 
equipment. 

We  cannot  close  our  report  without  expressing  appreciation  for  the  high  type 
of  service  rendered  by  our  Superintendent,  aided  by  those  faithful  employees  who 
have  courageously  carried  on  their  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
THEODORE  S.  BACON,  ELIZABETH  D.  NASH, 

EDWIN  C.  GILBERT,  FRED  A.  FARRAR, 

JOHN  R.  CALLAHAN,  JAMES  L.  HARROP, 

FRANCES  E.  CHENEY, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S   REPORT 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

The  Superintendent's  report  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1925,  is  hereby 
submitted: 

Males  Females  Total 

Number  enrolled  November  30,  1924  304  380  684 

Number  actually  resident  November  30,  1924    290  362  652 

Admissions  during  the  year    39  103  142 

School  cases 19  31  50 

Custodial  cases 20  72  92 

By  transfer    2  32  34 

From  community 29  35  64 

From  other  agencies 8  36  44 

Whole  nuraber  enrolled  during  the  year 343  483  826 
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Discharged  during  year     34 

Regular  discharge 15 

Visits  confirmed    5 

Escape  confirmed - 

By  death    14 

By  transfer    — 

Number  paroled  during  year   4 

Number  enrolled  November  30,  1925     309 

Number  actually  present  November  30,  1925     294 

Daily  average  number  actually  present   285. 19 

Applications  for  admission  during  the  year 

Admissions.  There  were  admitted,  by  transfer,  from  the  Department  of  Mental 
Diseases,  2  females;  from  Waverley,  1  female;  from  Wrentham,  2  males  and 
29  females.  There  were  admitted  from  the  community  37  males  and  71  females, 
8  males  and  36  females  being  through  some  agency  or  the  Division  of  Child  Guardi- 
anship of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare.  Of  these  admissions  from  the  com- 
munity, 11  were  idiots  with  a  mental  age  of  less  than  three  years;  33  were  imbeciles 
with  a  mental  age  ranging  from  three  to  seven  years;  55  were  morons  with  a  mental 
age  ranging  from  eight  to  twelve  years;  4  were  borderline  cases,  2  retarded  normal, 
one  a  case  of  dementia  praecox  and  two  cases  were  unclassified.  Of  the  female 
patients  admitted  during  the  year,  7  had  borne  one  illegitimate  child,  2 — two 
illegitimate,  1 — three  legitimate  and  two  illegitimate,  1 — seven  legitimate  2  illegiti- 
mate and  2  illegitimate  miscarriages.  Two  female  patients  were  pregnant  when 
admitted.  One  boy  admitted  is  the  son  of  a  patient  here,  two  females  admitted 
have  each  two  brothers  here,  one  female  admitted  has  a  sister  here  and  one  brother 
and  sister  admitted  have  a  brother  already  here.  In  addition  to  these  relation- 
ships, five  pairs  of  sisters  were  admitted  during  the  year.  Seven  children  ad- 
mitted were  of  Mongolian  type  of  defect;  two  were  cretins,  three  were  hydro- 
cephalic, one  was  blind,  nine  partly  or  wholly  paralyzed,  one  was  dumb,  one  was 
blind  in  one  eye  and  also  deaf  and  dumb.  Eight  children  admitted  had  had  former 
care  at  this  School. 

Applications.     There  were  214  applications  for  admission  during  the  year. 

Discharges.  There  were  57  discharges,  34  males  and  23  females.  Of  these, 
16  boys  and  10  girls,  including  5  boys  and  4  girls  discharged  from  visit  at  end  of 
year,  were  discharged  to  relatives;  two  females  were  discharged  to  be  committed 
to  the  Grafton  State  Hospital;  three  males  were  discharged  to  be  committed 
to  the  Monson  State  Hospital;  two  females  discharged  to  be  committed  to  the 
Northampton  State  Hospital;  one  male  discharged  to  be  committed  as  a  defective 
delinquent  to  Bridgewater;  two  females  died  while  on  visit  at  the  State  Infirmary,— 
one  from  tuberculosis  and  the  other  following  confinement;  one  escape  was  con- 
firmed; one  female  was  discharged  to  town  authorities  of  another  state  and  one 
female  was  discharged  to  relatives  at  boat  to  go  to  the  Azores.  Fourteen  boys 
and  four  girls  died  during  the  year.  The  causes  of  death  were:  pulmonar^T-  tuber- 
culosis, 5;  lobar  pneumonia,  2;  broncho-peumonia,  2;  chronic  tubercolosis,  1; 
brain  abscess,  1;  chronic  hydrocephalus,  1;  hemorrhage  into  stomach,  probably 
tuberculous,  1 ;  mitral  stenosis,  oedema  of  lungs,  1 ;  intestinal  paralysis,  1 ;  cardiac 
decompensation,  convulsions,  congenital  megacolon,  1;  lepto-meningitis,  1; 
cerebral  congestion  due  to  embolism,  vegetative  endocarditis,  1. 

Health.  Viewed  as  a  whole,  the  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  excellent.  During 
the  year  the  children  have  been  given  the  Schick  test  and  the  reactors  have  been 
immunized  against  diphtheria.  All  have  been  inoculated  against  typhoid  and 
paratyphoid  fevers.  Twenty-six  children  have  been  sent  to  hospitals  for  the 
following  conditions  or  operations:  ptosis  eyelid,  1;  acute  or  chronic  appendicitis, 
8;  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  4;  tonsillectomy,  4;  infected  knee-joint,  1 ;  ovariotomy, 
1;  observation,  4;   scarlet  fever,  1;   X-Ray  examination,  1;   double  mastoiditis,  1. 

Educational  Department.  In  June  we  were  able  to  obtain  the  services  of  a 
competent  head  teacher  so  that  the  courses  of  study  have  been  greatly  improved. 
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In  our  numerous  educational  classes  we  have  111  boys  and  178  girls  who  are  re- 
ceiving instruction  in  sense-training,  kindergarten,  grammar  grades,  gymnastics 
and  music.  The  employment  of  a  music  teacher  is  facilitating  the  development 
of  a  pupil  choir,  an  orchestra  among  employees,  and  individual  musicalability. 

In  June  four  girls  and  four  boys  graduated  from  the  school  department,  com- 
pleting the  highest  grade  taught  in  this  School. 

Industrial  Departments.  The  two  departments  (boys'  and  girls'  industrial) 
have  continued  to  do  most  excellent  work,  occuying  important  places  in  the  in- 
struction and  occupation  of  our  children  of  both  sexes. 

The  Girls'  Industrial  Department,  for  this  year,  have  produced  the  following 
articles:  94  stuffed  animals,  3  yarn  animals,  36  bean  bags,  44  work  bags,  2  baskets, 
6  bolsters,  81  caps,  305  yards  of  rag  carpet,  39  dish  cloths,  83  face  cloths,  8  tray 
cloths,  3  buffet  covers,  5  bureau  drawer  covers  with  crochet  edge,  1  chair  back 
cover,  7  stand  covers,  1  table  cover,  12  tables  doilies,  20  dolls,  19  rag  dolls,  72 
inches  of  crochet  edging,  58  handkerchiefs,  6  crochet  hats,  32  kitchen  holders, 
1  table  mat,  165  prs.  mittens,  115  neckties,  1  pr.  bead  portieres,  5  napkins  rings, 
1941^  yards  rag  carpets  made  into  rugs,  10  rugs  1^.;  yd.  long,  6  braided  rugs,  1 
crocket  rug,  9  hooked  rugs,  33  table  runners,  16  scarfs,  274  bureau  scarfs,  55  neck 
scarfs,  1  lamp  shade,  1281  prs.  socks,  6  bedspreads,  536  prs.  stockings,  38  sweaters, 
1334  yds.  tatting,  1  yoke. 

The  Boys'  Industrial  Department,  besides  doing  much  outside  work,  has  pro- 
duced in  the  same  time  12  blocks,  1  book  case,  2  knife  and  fork  boxes,  2  boxes  for 
silver,  250  vegetable  boxes,  4  window  boxes,  612  brooms,  48  brushes,  48  clothes 
brushes,  84  Jap  brushes,  12  shoe  brushes,  288  scrub  brushes,  30  shoe  daubers, 
1  picture  frame,  1  rug  frame,  6  bottle  holders,  1  ice  mallet,  4  cone  mats,  1  tooth- 
brush rack,  1  floor  polisher,  scenery  for  Assembly  Hall,  scenery  for  play  "Rose 
Marie,"  36  tly  swatters,  802  yds.  towelling.  Repairs  made  to:  2  beds,  45  out-door 
benches,  2  food  carts,  152  chairs,  5  cribs,  4  school  desks,  3  clothes  frames,  6  step 
ladders,  10  floor  polishers,  122  floor  rubbers,  4  hand  [polishers,  5  stair  polishers, 
.  69  settees,  2  hall  settees,  5615  shoes,  5  sleds,  6  suitcases,  2  tables,  8  waste-baskets, 
17  wheelbarrows,  2  window  poles.     1771  hair  cuts  were  given. 

Services  and  Entertainments .  Religious  services  are  held  each  Sunday  for  both 
Protestants  and  Catholics.  Special  services  have  been  held  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Pastors. 

Entertainments  continue  to  be  frequent  sources  of  delight  for  the  children.  For- 
mal entertainments  in  the  temporary  assembly  hall  are  supplemented  by  ward 
parties,  "hot  dog  roasts,"  walking  parties,  etc.  Special  programs  are  arranged 
for  the  various  holidays.  As  much  as  is  possible  out-of-door  life  is  arranged  for 
the  children. 

Two  special  meetings  have  been  held  at  the  School, — important  as  placing  the 
activities  of  the  institution  before  specially  interested  persons.  On  May  15  the 
Trustees  entertained  the  Judges  and  Registers  of  Probate  of  our  district.  Again 
on  September  15  the  Medical  Societies  of  three  counties  were  represented  by 
seventy-five  visiting  physicians  who  took  considerable  interest  in  the  training  of 
the  School. 

An  excellent  radio  set  (portable)  has  been  purchased  for  use  on  the  various  wards. 
Afternoon  dances  for  the  younger  and  lov^^er  grade  children  have  been  instituted 
on  Fridays.  This  innovation  is  not  only  good  social  practice  but  was  rendered 
imperative  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  our  temporary  Assembly  Hall  which 
requires  all  entertainment,  etc.,  to  be  duplicated  that  all  may  participate. 

On  May  25  the  minstrel  troupe  of  the  employees  of  the  Farr  Alpaca  Co.  of  Hol- 
yoke,  very  generously  entertained  the  children  with  an  excellent  minstrel  show. 

Social  Service  Department.  The  Social  Service  interests  of  the  institution  are 
broadening  to  cover  so  much  ground  that  it  is  difficult  for  one  field  worker  to  care 
for  all  our  territory  as  thoroughly  as  is  advisable.  Another  year  we  hope  to  add  an 
assistant  worker  to  our  present  force  bf  one. 

At  the  present  time  20  girls  and  6  boys  are  out  on  parole  and  earning  their 
living.  (For  detailed  report  see  another  section  of  this  report.)  These  children 
need  a  certain  kind  of  family  supervision  plus  periodical  reports  to  and  visits  from 
the  School. 
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In  May  it  became  necessary  to  give  up  the  work  at  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  in 
Springfield  as  the  time  involved  was  more  than  could  be  given  by  the  Visitor. 

Special  Aciivilies  for  the  year.  This  year  has  seen  it  necessary  to  establish  a 
waiting  list. 

Thirty-five  additional  beds  were  installed  in  September  giving  accommodations 
for  450  girls  and  300  boys. 

During  July  and  August  137  children  were  out  on  vacation. 

Farm.  The  farm  operations  show  a  substantial  profit  for  the  year.  Out  of 
thirteen  dairy  herds  in  the  institutions  under  the  Department  of  Mental  Diseases, 
Belchertown's  has  stood  third  in  milk  production  for  twelve  months.  In  addition 
to  the  ordinary  farm  .activities  there  has  been  accomplished  much  in  special  lines 
of  permanent  improvements,  viz:  300  feet  of  tile  was  laid  in  field  called  "The 
Flats"  which  will  add  %  acre  of  land,  making  this  field  oblong  in  shape. 

200  feet  of  tile  was  laid  in  swamp-land  opposite  Farm  Colony,  adding  2  acres  of 
land  which  was  tilled  this  year. 

Brush,  boulders  and  ledges  were  removed  from  land  opposite  Town  Farm  adding 
\y>  acres,  making  this  piece  of  land  10  acres  of  tillable  ground. 

500  feet  of  ditching  and  straightening  of  brooks  was  necessary,  between  and  at 
the  rear  of  these  two  pieces  of  land. 

2  V2  acres  of  new  land  at  the  main  entrance  will  be  available  for  crops  in  1926. 
5  acres  of  wood  land  was  cleared. 

3  acres  of  land  in  front  of  the  Superintendent's  house  were  reclaimed  and  put 
into  tillable  condition. 

The  table  of  farm  products  for  the  year  is  given  in  pounds,  as  follows:  Asparagus, 
448;  beans,  string,  9084;  beans,  dry,  2613;  beans,  Lima,  3371;  beans,  shell,  319; 
beets,  13,206;  beet  greens,  3676;  cabbage,  11,680;  carrots,  25,883;  cauliflower, 
14;  celery,  4102;  Swiss  chard,  2390;  sweet  corn,  8530;  cucumbers,  6251 ;  pickle 
cucumbers,  6300;  egg  plant,  1579;  lettuce,  1727;  onions,  15,132;  parsley,  9; 
parsnips,  3093;  peas,  3025;  green  peppers  2043;  pumpkins,  11,252;  radishes, 
5403;  rhubarb,  328;  scallions,  141;  spinach,  2156;  summer  squash,  4465;  winter 
squash,  11,235;  tomatoes,  green  or  ripe,  33,408;  turnips,  34,218.  Other  farm 
products  were:  15,000  feet  logs;  600  cords  wood;  12  bbls.  No.  1  apples;  145  bbls. 
apples,  seconds;  220  qts.  maple  syrup;  9  lbs.  maple  sugar;  3172  qts.  strawberries; 
1  bu.  crab  apples;  1  bu.  plums;  204  tons  ensilage  corn;  2340  bu.  potatoes;  144,825 
qts.  milk;  2678  lbs.  beef;  553  lbs.  veal;  20,915  lbs.  pork  and  the  poultry  products 
amounted  to  $4078. 

Canning  Department.     The  canning  department  has  proven  its  worth  as  an 
adjunct  to  our  culinary  processes,  one  employee  and  several  pupils  canning  and ! 
preserving.     Following  is  a  list  of  the  products  canned  in  No.  10  cans  which  have  ■ 
an  average  weight  of  6j.l'  lbs:    peas,    76;    blueberries,    38;    string  beans,    1096;; 
carrot  marmalade,  45;    apple  sauce,  429;    tomatoes,  942;    pumpkin,  480;    tomato ' 
mince  meat,  31;    Chili  sauce,  120;   picalilli,  204;   squash,  222;   pepper  relish,  258;; 
cucumber  relish,  36;    beets,  37;    cucumber  pickles,  76;    cucumber  pickles,  sweet, . 
372;    green  tomato  pickles,  43;    ten-day  pickles,  23;    mixed  pickles,  16;    pickled 
beets,  12.     The  following  were  canned  in  quarts:    chicken,  306;    blueberries,  30; 
string  beans,  62;    plums,  5;    carrot  marmalade,  2;    tomatoes,  16;    pumpkin,   1; 
Chili  sauce,  36;    rjiustard  pickle,  63;    squash,  14,  pepper  relish,   11;    cucumber,, 
i-elish,  21;    cucumber  pickles,  9;    sweet  cucumber  pickles,   104;    Nancy  Hanks  ^ 
pickles,  21;    pickled  beets,  24;    watermelon  pickle,   11;    500  qts.  from  rhubarb' 
purchased;    554 — 2>-2  cans  and  57 — No.  10  cans,  from  apples  purchased  and  240  1 
g  allons  of  cider. 

Grounds.     Much  work  has  been  done  on  roads  and  grounds  this  year.     A  great 
deal  of  this  enterprise  will  be  hidden  but  represents  a  vast  amount  of  patient  labor. 
The  athletic  field  has  been  enlarged  and  improved.     Many  large  rocks  and  stumps  . 
have  been  pulled  or  blasted. 

During  the  summer  a  School  cemetery  has  been  developed,  located  in  a  pine 
grove  across  the  state  highway  and  away  from  the  main  institution. 

Progress  of  Building.  Appropriations  for  new  buildings  were  few  this  year, 
being  limited  to  small  amounts  for  a  root  cellar  and  poultry  plant.  Work  on  both 
these  projects  and  on  the  piggery  (allowed  in  1924)  has  been  started. 
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The  Superintendent's  House  was  completed  and  occupied  in  June.  Two  other 
cottages  are  under  process  of  repair. 

Needs  for  1926.  These  continue  to  be  the  same  as  for  1924  and  1925.  We 
are  hampered  by  lack  of  bed  space.  Our  children,  particularly  the  boys,  cannot 
be  properly  classified  on  account  of  lack  of  room.  We  need  an  Administration 
and  a  School  Building  in  particular.  No  garage  for  our  automotive  equipment 
still  constitutes  a  serious  lack.  Our  temporary  assembly  hall  is  quite  inadequate 
and  is  so  small  that  it  necessitates  the  duplication  of  all  entertainments.  If  we 
are  to  successfully  compete  with  similar  schools  we  must  procure  necessary  buildings 
and  equipment. 

Acknowledgments.  Friends  of  the  institution  have  made  the  following  donations: 
Amherst  School  children,  toys,  etc;  Children's  Aid,  Northampton,  Christmas 
packages;  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  A.  Osborn,  Christmas  packages;  Springfield  High  School 
of  Commerce,  books,  magazines,  remnants  and  games;  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Romano wski, 
Christmas  packages;  Mrs.  Breen,  toys;  Mr.  Micheal  Selvin,  ten  dollars;  Dr. 
H.  M.  Watkins,  magazines;  Mr.  J.  W.  Jackson,  magazines;  Rev.  Mr.  Hilliard, 
magazines  and  Sunday-school  papers;   Clapp  Memorial  Library,  magazines. 

GEORGE  E.  McPHERSON,  M.D. 

Superintendent, 

CHANGES  IN  STAFF 
J.  O.  Villeneuve,  M.D.,  appointed  as  Assistant'  Physician  December  3,  1924, 
resigned  September  8,  1925. 
Rena  M.  Bigalow,  M.D.,  appointed  as  Assistant  Physician  October  1,1925. 
Miss  Lucile  Deatherage  appointed  Head  Teacher  June  9,  1925 
Miss  Ruth  Gegenheimer  resigned  as  Social  Worker  September  20,  1925. 
Miss  V.  Eloise  Bradt  appointed  as  Social  Worker  November  1,  1925. 


REPORT  OF   SOCIAL  SERVICE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Belchertown  State  School: 

During  the  year  ending  November  30,  1925,  the  activities  of  the  Social  Service 
Department  have  so  increased  that  the  number  of  cases  referred  has  doubled  the 
number  of  the  previous  year.  Six  hundred  fifty  cases  were  handled,  one  hundred 
fifty-eight  of  which  were  cases  outside  the  school,  three  hundred  forty-two  con- 
tinued cases,  eighty-one  new,  and  sixty-nine  renewed  from  previous  year. 

Much  of  the  social  worker's  time  has  been  spent  in  supervising  the  twenty-six 
pupils  who  are  on  parole  from  the  school.  Twenty  of  these  are  girls.  One  of  the 
girls  is  now  married.  Eleven  pupils  are  paroled  to  their  relatives  and  the  remaining 
are  working  elsewhere.  Some  are  doing  housework,  others  are  working  in  factories, 
on  farms,  in  laundries,  or  working  for  the  railroad  company.  The  wages  range  from 
$3.00,  which  includes  maintenance  and  part  of  the  clothing  furnished,  to  $25,00 
per  week  which  one  of  the  boys  receives  for  his  outside  work. 

During  the  year  the  social  worker  investigated  eleven  placement  homes.  One 
girl  was  returned  to  the  school,  but  placed  out  again,  a  boy  was  placed  with  his 
former  employer,  and  two  boys  changed  their  placement  homes.  One  of  the  above 
boys  was  living  with  his  sister  and  her  family,  but  as  the  brother-in-law  did  not 
prove  to  be  a  good  influence  for  the  boy,  he  was  placed  under  the  supervision  of 
his  mother  who  had  been  living  alone.  The  other  boy  quarreled  frequently  with 
his  brother  who  was  also  living  with  the  aunt's  family.  The  parole  pupil  is  now 
living  in  a  lodging  house  near  his  aunt's  home  and  seems  to  be  doing  well. 

Sixty-six  homes  and  social  investigations  were  made  during  the  past  year  to 
assist  in  deciding  whether  or  not  the  pupils  should  be  permitted  to  go  on  a  vaca- 
tion. Nineteen  personal  cases  were  handled,  such  as  attempts  to  locate  relatives, 
or  to  investigate  why  the  pupils  had  not  received  news  from  home.  Twelve 
cases  were  referred  for  discharge. 
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Among  other  activities  of  the  department,  there  are  the  monthly  meetings  at 
the  State  House  with  other  social  workers.  These  meetings  include  case  studies, 
lectures,  and  discussions.  Formerly  assistance  was  given  at  the  Child  Guidance 
Clinic  at  Springfield,  but  because  of  the  increasing  number  of  cases  to  be  handled 
at  this  institution,  the  social  worker  gave  up  the  work  at  Springfield.  Miss  Knight, 
Director  of  the  Division  of  Mental  Hygiene  then  took  charge. 

As  the  Social  Service  Department  was  without  a  worker  from  September  until 
November,  there  are  no  reports  for  these  months.  The  new  social  worker  greatly 
appreciates  the  assistance  that  the  Superintendent  and  members  of  the  Staff 
have  given  her. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

V.  ELOISE  BRADT,  Social  Worker. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Belcher  town  State  School : 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  finances  of  this  institution  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1925. 

Cash  Account 
Income  Receipts 

Board  of  Inmates: 

Private $1,008.00 

Reimbursements      1, 091 .  72 

S2, 099.72 

Personal  services: 

Reimbursement  from  Board  of  Retirement 73 .  94 

Sales: 

Food S751 .  87 

Water 649 .89 

Farm: 

Apples  827.44 

Cows  and  calves 11 .87 

ffides 24.65 

J63.96 

1,465.72 

Miscellaneous: 

Interest  on  bank  balances   1228 .  75 

Sundries,  refunds  previous  years 321.47  650 .  22 


Total  income     $4, 189 .  60 

Maintenance 

Balance  from  previous  year,  brought  forward   $8, 857 .  98 

Appropriation,  current  year 287, 570 .  00 

Total  S296, 427. 98 

Expenses  (as  analyzed  below) 291,  630 .  49 

Balance  reverting  to  treasurj'  of  Commonwealth S4,  797.49 

Analysis  of  Expenses 

Personal  services   $137, 157. 17 

Religious  instruction    1, 114 .  75 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses    4,  683 .  35 

Food 41,  903.58 

Clothing  and  materials     13, 889 .  18 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies 15,  787 .  91 

Medical  and  general  care 7, 498 .  12 

Heat,  light  and  power 33, 549.59 

Farm   20, 499.70 

Garage,  stable  and  grounds 5,498.87 

Repairs,  ordinary 7,  298 .  74 

Repairs  and  renewals   2,  749.53 

Total  expenses  for  maintenance   8291,630.49 

Special  Approprutions 

Balance  December  1,  1924    $45, 993 .  72 

Appropriations  for  current  year    ■  9, 500.00 

Total $55,493.72 

Expended  during  the  year  (see  statement  below)    $43, 805.61 

Reverting  to  treasury  of  Commonwealth    697.43  44, 503 .04 

Balance  November  30,  1925,  carried  to  next  year    '. $10, 990 .  68 
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Object 


Act  or 
Resolve 


Whole 
Amount 


Expended 

During 

Fiscal 

Year 


Total 

Expended 

to  Date 


Balance 
at  End 
of  Year 


Additional  Boiler    _. 

Two  Dormitory  Buildings   

Furnishings  and  Equipment      

Piggery    

Poultry  Plant     

Root  Cellar    

New  Walks    

Water  and  Sewerage 

Water  Supply    

Employees'  Dormitories     

Service  Building 

Dormitory  1921 

Dairy  Barn     

Electric  Service  Line    

Service  Line,  Conduit  and  Tunnel  . . 

Custodial  "A"    

Remodeling  and  Furnishing  Cottages 

Employees'  Cottages 

Superintendent's  House   

Custodial  "K"   

Power  House     

Tunnels,  Conduits  and  Roads    

Interior  Painting  


126  of  1924 
129  of  1922 
126  of  1924 
126  of  1924 
211  of  1925 
211  of  1925 
211  of  1925 
129  of  1922 
129  of  1922 
129  of  1922 
129  of  1922 
203  of  1921 
129  of  1922 
126  of  1923 
126  of  1923 
203  of  1921 
126  of  1923 
203  of  1921 
129  of  1922 
211  of  1919 
211  of  1919 
129  of  1922 
126  of  1924 


$15,300.00 

186,000.00 

117,655.00 

2,500.00 

2,000.00 

2,500.00 

25,000.00 

103,100.00 

50,000.00 

■  57,500.00 

40,000.00 

98,000.00 

30,000.00 

6,650.00 

37,000.00 

133,000.00 

14,000.00 

29,400.00 

15,000.00 

192,700.00 

103,000.00 

34,000.00 

300.00 


SI 

,343 

06 

10 

783 

03 

6 

026.37 

1 

884 

46 

144 

28 

543 

53 

5 

392.94 

2 

377.81 

521 

74 

334.45 

1 

250.00 

1 

089 

01 

156.80 

322 

89 

250 

00 

11 

235 

24 

150.00 

815,284.30 

182,658.22 

117,334.50 

2,337.20 

144.28 

543.53 

22,170.60 

108,093.48 

49,498.21 

57,492.55 

39,973.45 

97,998.55 

29,837.00 

6,633.97 

36,854.23 

132,998.16 

13,822.22 

29,399.63 

14,920.55 

192,697.70 

107,963.49 

33,961.24 

299.83 


S15.70 

3,341.78 

320.50 

162.80 

1,855.72 

1,956.47 

2,829.40 

6.62 

501.79 

7.45* 

26.55* 

1.45* 

163.00* 

16.03* 

145.77* 

1.84* 

177.78* 

.37* 

79.45* 

2.30* 

36.51* 

38.76* 

.17* 


S?,  304, 605.00 


S43,805.61 


11,292,916.89 


811,688.11 


Balance  reverting  to  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth   1697 .43 

Balance  carried  to  next  year  10,  990 .  68 

Total  as  above $11, 688. 11 


During  the  year  the  average  number  of  inmates  1 
Total  cost  for  maintenance,  S291, 630.49. 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  cost  of  S8.10. 
Receipts  from  sales,  Sl,466.72. 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of  S0.0407. 
All  other  institution  receipts,  12,723.88. 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of  SO. 0756. 
Net  weekly  per  capita,  S7.98. 


Per  Capita 
;  been  692.06. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

DORA  B.  WESLEY,   Treasurer. 


VALUATION 


November  30,  1925 

Real  Estate 

Land  (622  acres) $17,445.00 

Buildings 1, 646,  984.43 

11,564,429.43 

$1,439.17 

7,169.30 

7,694.55 

51,913.61 

4,626.79 

31,892.55 

25,693.53 

3,206.30 

8,641.43 

$142,265.23 

Summary 

Real  estate  $1, 564, 429 .43 

Personal  property   142, 265 .  23 

$1,706,694.66 


Personal  Property 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses   

Food 

Clothing  and  materials    

Furnishings  and  household  supplies 

Medical  and  general  care 

Heat,  light  and  power 

Farm 

Garage,  stables  and  grounds  

Repairs    


u- 
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BELCHERTOWN  STATE  SCHOOL 

TRUSTEES 
Theodoee  S.  Bacon,  M.  D.,  Chairman,  Springfield. 
Elizabeth  D.  Nash,  Secretary,  Greenfield. 
Frances  E.  Cheney,  Northampton. 
John  R.  Callahan,  Holyoke. 
Fred  A.  Farrar,  Northampton. 
Edwin  C.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Indian  Orchard. 
James  L.  Harrop,  Worcester. 

RESIDENT  OFFICERS 

George  E.  McPherson,  M.  D.,  Superintendent  of  State  Hospital. 

Karl  V.  Quinn,  M.  D.,  Senior  Physician. 

Rat  H.  Shattuck,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Physician. 

Elizabeth  Kundert,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Physician. 

Ella  J.  Goodale,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Physician. 

Arthur  E.  Westwell,  D.  M.  D.,  Dentist. 

C.  Herbert  Camp,  State  Hospital  Steward. 

Frank  E.  Farrington,  Chief  Power  Plant  Engineer. 

Dora  B.  Wesley,  Principal  Bookkeeper. 

John  J.  Cronin,  Head  Farmer. 

Aubrey  D.  Lapolice,  Maintenance  Foreman  of  State  Hospital. 

Helen  Achnick,  Chief  Hospital  Supervisor,  Graduate  Nurse. 

Jennie  B.  Jepson,  Dietitian. 

Lydia  Freitag,  Supervising  Institution  Housekeeper. 

V.  Eloise  Bradt,  Psychiatric  Social  Worker. 

Margaret  Otis,  Ph.D.,  Psychologist. 

LuciLE  Deatherage,  Head  Teacher  of  Institution  School. 

TRUSTEES'  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Belchertown  State  School,  Belchertown,  Mass. 
To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  the  Legislature,  and  the  Department  of  Mental 
Diseases: 

The  Trustees  have  the  honor  to  present  their  sixth  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  November  30,  1928. 

Our  School  is  steadily  advancing  and  with  this  year's  completion  of  three  new 
buildings  and  the  beginning  this  fall  of  three  more,  we  feel  that  we  are  slowly  but 
surely  making  headway.  We  are  fortunate  in  having  finally  secured  the  Belcher- 
town Town  Farm  property,  as  the  buildings,  when  remodelled,  will  make  an  ideal 
home  for  a  group  of  older  boys  working  on  the  farm.  It  also  contains  some  valuable 
standing  pine.  In  connection  with  the  so-called  Swift  River  development  an  oppor- 
tunity came  to  purchase  the  Hillside  School  property  in  Greenwich.  This  furnished 
a  large  amount  of  second-hand  lumber  as  well  as  the  fruit  and  hay,  all  of  which 
have  been  profitably  taken  care  of.  The  excessive  rain  of  the  summer  made  the 
work  of  the  farm  greater  and  crops  lighter  than  usual,  except  for  the  potato  crop, 
which  is  more  than  double  that  of  last  year. 

The  rains  also  interfered  seriously  with  the  large  amount  of  tunnelling  to  be 
done.  On  the  other  hand  the  open  winter  gave  an  unusual  chance  for  clean-up 
work  on  the  farm,  —  removing  stone-walls,  old  stumps,  cutting  down  of  trees,  etc. 
We  had  a  feeling  of  just  pride  in  the  completion  of  our  Administration  Building, 
for  the  former  office  quarters  in  the  Store  House  were  inconvenient  and  inaccessible 
to  the  public.  The  new  building  situated  near  the  entrance  gives  greater  privacy  as 
well  as  efficiency.  The  new  Boys'  Dormitory  has  relieved  Waverley  and  Wrentham 
of  50  boys  as  well  as  taking  care  of  a  group  of  boys  from  the  Division  of  Child 
Guardianship.  When  the  School  Building  is  completed  we  shall  feel  that  we're 
no  longer  in  our  infancy,  for  the  major  projects  will  then  have  been  largely  carried 
out.  The  greatest  need  now  seems  to  be  for  a  hospital.  The  need  is  greater  as  the 
School  is  so  far  away  from  any  city  hospital. 
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A  Shop  Building  is  also  much  needed  where  carpentering  and  machine-work  can 
be  done.  The  present  makeshift  quarters  are  absolutely  unsafe.  Dormitory 
building  must  still  continue  to  keep  pace  with  the  numbers  who  are  constantly 
seeking  admission  to  the  School.  The  State  program  for  the  study  and  care  of  the 
feeble-minded  is  gradually  creating  an  enhghtened  public  opinion  which  is  hoped 
will  result  in  time  if  not  in  decreasing  appropriations,  at  least  in  a  better  under- 
standing of  this  many-sided  problem.  The  spread  of  the  Parent-Teacher  Associa- 
tion movement,  with  its  classes  in  Child  Study,  especially  of  the  pre-school  age, 
the  Angelo  Patri  column  in  the  newspapers,  and  an  occasional  radio  talk  have  done 
much  to  make  mental  hygiene  a  familiar  term  to  the  majority  of  people.  The 
Medical  Societies  of  the  four  western  counties  were  entertained  at  the  School  in 
October  for  their  fall  meeting.  After  dinner  the  various  departments  of  the  School 
were  visited  and  Dr.  McPherson  conducted  a  clinic  that  proved  of  absorbing  inter- 
est. The  average  physician  appears  to  have  little  knowledge  of  the  feeble-minded 
problem,  so  that  a  meeting  of  this  sort  is  true  missionary  work.  The  industrial 
exhibit  reflected  great  credit  on  the  School  and  farm  alike,  for  the  products  of  each 
were  superior  in  quality  and  workmanship. 

Once  more  the  Board  has  lost  a  valuable  trustee  in  the  death  in  June  of  Mr. 
Callahan.  He  showed  much  interest  and  intelligent  understanding  of  the  work 
from  the  beginning.  His  legal  knowledge  rendered  his  services  to  the  School  of 
peculiar  value.  The  School  is  honored  this  year  in  its  representation  in  the  American 
Association  for  the  Study  of  the  Feeble-Minded.  Dr.  McPherson,  who  was  vice- 
president  last  year,  was  elected  president  this  year.  Our  trustee.  Miss  Cheney,  was 
the  chairman  of  the  Education  section.  A  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Westwell,  our 
dentist  and  supervisor  of  recreation,  on  "Recreation  in  a  State  Institution,"  which 
has  received  much  favorable  comment.  The  Board  of  Trustees  is  appreciative  of 
the  willingness  of  our  Superintendent  to  present  to  the  public  the  complex  problem 
of  the  care  of  the  feeble-minded  through  numerous  lectures  outside  as  well  as 
clinics  at  the  School.  The  service  is  rendered  freely  and  cheerfully  in  addition  to 
his  faithful  attention  to  the  taxing  duties  of  daily  administration. 

We  are  also  indebted  to  those  devoted  workers  whose  duties  are  necessarily 
monotonous  but  who  have  worked  loyally  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  School. 

Pi,espectfully  submitted, 
Theodore  S.  Bacon,  Elizabeth  D.  Nash, 

Frederick  A.  Farrar,  Frances  E.  Cheney, 

James  L.  Harrop,  Edwin  C.  Gilbert. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

The  Superintendent's  report  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1928,  is  hereby 
submitted : 

Males 

Number  enrolled  November  30,  1927     .       .       .  332 

Number  actually  resident  November  30,  1927      .  309 

Admissions  during  the  year 144 

School  (or  voluntary)  admissions        ...  41 

Custodial  (or  Court)  commitments     .        .        .  101 

Observation  cases 2 

Received  by  transfer 52 

Received  from  community       ....  21 

Received  from  other  agencies  ....  66 

Received  through  agency  of  Court  authorities  5 

Whole  number  enrolled  during  the  year        .        .  476 

Discharged  during  year 33 

Regular  discharge 14 

Visits  confirmed 6 

Paroles  confirmed - 

Escapes  confirmed - 

By  death 11 

By  transfer 2 


Females 

Totals 

483 

815 

453 

762 

33 

177 

9 

50 

24 

125 

- 

2 

- 

52 

13 

34 

20 

86 

- 

5 

516 

992 

16 

49 

6 

20 

3 

9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

15 

- 

2 
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Males 

Females 

Totals 

5 

14 

19 

.       443 

500 

943 

413 

459 

872 

.       373.58 

447.61 

821.19 

- 

- 

206 

68 

73 

141 

Number  paroled  during  year    .... 
Number  enrolled  November  30,  1928     . 
Number  actually  present  November  30, 1928 
Dailj'  average  number  actually  present 
Applications  for  admission  during  year 
Dismissed  for  vacations  during  July  and  August 

Admissions.  There  were  52  children  received  by  transfer  during  the  year,  27 
from  the  Walter  E.  Fernald  State  School  and  25  from  the  Wrentham  State  School. 
Of  the  177  admissions,  58  were  received  from  the  Division  of  Child  Guardianship 
and  from  the  Division  of  Aid  and  Relief  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare;  11 
from  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children;  5  were  brought  by 
Police  Officers;  2  came  from  town  farms;  2  through  Superintendents  of  Schools 
and  13  from  other  agencies.  Two  children  were  admitted  on  observation  papers 
discharged,  and  later  committed  to  this  School. 

Of  the  177  admissions,  17  were  idiots  with  a  mental  age  of  less  than  three  years; 
39  were  imbeciles  with  a  mental  age  ranging  from  three  to  seven  years;   91  were 
morons  with  a  mental  age  ranging  from  eight  to  twelve  years;   17  were  borderline : 
cases;  6  were  dull  normal;  6  were  retarded  normal,  and  1  was  found  to  be  of  normal ! 
average  intelligence,  so  was  later  discharged. 

Of  the  33  female  patients  admitted,  1  had  borne  two  legitimate  children;  1  — 
one  legitimate  child;  1 — two  illegitimate  children;  5  —  one  illegitimate  child. 
Of  the  children  admitted  during  the  year  4  boys  each  had  a  sister  already  here; 
2  brothers  admitted  had  a  sister  already  here;  1  boy  had  a  brother  and  sister  here; 
1  boy  had  a  brother  here;  2  boys  and  a  sister  each  were  admitted;  3  pairs  of 
brothers  were  admitted;  2  pairs  of  brothers  were  admitted  together;  4  brothers  > 
were  admitted  together;  2  boys  admitted  had  a  mother  already  here;  1  girll 
admitted  had  2  brothers  and  a  sister  already  here;  1  girl  had  a  half-brother 
already  here;  2  cousins  were  admitted;  and  a  mother  and  son. 

Three  children  admitted  were  of  Mongolian  type  of  defect,    1  of  these  nearly 
blind;   2  had  deformed  legs  and  another  a  deformed  hand;    1  was  a  hunchback; ; 
1  undersized;   1  deaf;   1  a  deaf  mute;  2  dumb;  2  crippled;   1  totally  blind  and  1 
blind  in  one  eye;  7  were  partially  paralyzed;  3  of  these  had  speech  defect  and  14 
others  admitted  also  had  speech  defect. 

Discharges.  —  Forty-seven  children  were  discharged  during  the  year.    Of  these  : 
13  were  discharged  to  relatives;   1  discharged  to  be  committed  to  another  hospital 
within  the  state;   9  were  discharged  from  visit;   4  to  be  deported  to  relatives  in 
another  state  or  country;   2  from  parole;    1  from  escape;    1  died  at  the  Holyoke 
Hospital,  and  1  discharged  as  "not  feeble-minded." 

There  were  15  deaths  at  the  institution  during  the  year.  The  causes  of  death 
were:  4  bronchopneumonia;  6  pulmonary  tuberculosis;  1  generalized  tuberculo- 
sis; 1  chronic  ulcerative  tuberculosis;  1  malnutrition  of  idiocy;  1  congenital  lues; 
and  1  of  general  debility. 

Vacations.  —  One  hundred  and  fifty-six  children,  75  boys  and  81  girls,  were 
allowed  to  go  out  on  vacations  during  the  entire  summer. 

Applications.  —  There  were  206  applications  for  admission  during  the  year. 

Health.  —  The  year  1928  saw  numerous  cases  of  mumps  developed  on  the  boys' 
and  girls'  side  early  in  the  year,  and  a  similar  and  even  more  widespread  epidemic 
of  measles,  at  the  close  of  the  year.  During  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May, 
there  were,  among  patients  and  employees,  many  cases  of  grippe,  influenza  and 
pneumonia.  The  number  of  employees  ill  at  one  time  became  quite  embarrassing. 
In  May,  following  an  influenza  attack,  we  lost  our  first  employee  by  death  from 
septic  endocarditis. 

During  this  year  we  have  sent  four  boys  into  the  hospital  to  be  operated  on  for 
hernia.  A  fifth  boy  was  injured  by  a  falling  tree  and  died  five  days  later  in  the 
hospital  of  a  fractured  skull. 

Educational.  —  Our  bed  capacity  for  1928  was  878  beds.  Three  hundred  and 
twenty-three  children  have  been  enrolled  in  the  educational  department.  111 
attending  grade  classes,  and  42  attending  sense  training  classes.  (For  further 
information  see  report  of  Head  Teacher.) 


P.D. 138  5 

Psychological  Department.  —  The  resident  Psychologist  and  an  assistant  have 
developed  a  very  adequate  system  of  handling  the  work  of  this  department.  Your 
attention  is  invited  to  the  work  of  this  department,  which  is  covered  in  report  of 
Psychologist. 

Industrial  Department.  —  This  year,  in  accordance  with  the  usual  custom,  an 
annual  exhibit  was  held  on  the  second  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  October.  The 
Girls'  Industrial  Department  exhibited  a  large  and  varied  assortment  of  handi- 
work. Owing  to  the  tremendous  amount  of  outside  work  that  had  to  be  done,  the 
Boys'  Industrial  Department  did  little  original  work,  contenting  themselves  indoors 
with  repair  work  of  various  kinds.  The  annual  exhibit  not  only  exhibited  the  work 
of  the  Industrial  Department  but  introduced  the  products  of  the  Canning  Depart- 
ment and  Farm  Department. 

The  Girls'  Industrial  Department  for  1928  produced  the  following  articles: 
3  baskets,  4  bath  mats,  1  bedspread,  1  bedspread  repaired,  1  bird  cage,  2  bolsters, 

1  bolster  repaired,  2  book-marks,  1  buffet  cover,  36  bureau  scarfs,  3  bureau  scarfs 
repaired,  10  sets  bureau  scarfs  with  4  doilies,  11  sets  bureau  scarfs  with  2  doilies, 
149  caps,  3  centerpieces,  2  chair  back  covers,  5  dish  cloths,  4  doilies,  67  dolls,  11 
pairs  dolls'  bootees,  1  doll's  centerpiece,  4  dolls'  chairs,  1  doll's  croquet  set,  1  doll's 
dress,  6  dolls'  flower  boxes,  3  dolls'  hammocks,  7  dolls'  hats,  7  dolls'  neck  scarfs, 

2  dolls'  pillows,  9  dolls'  rompers,  1  doll's  rug,  3  dolls'  settees,  2  dolls'  sweaters, 

1  doll's  table  cover,  1  doll's  table,  1  door  mat,  136  face  cloths,  2  nets  repaired,  7 
hats,  28  holders,  87  (pieces)  mittens,  44  necklaces,  61  neck  scarfs,  15  neckties,  550 
paper  flowers,  1  pin  cushion,  1  pin  cushion  cover,  338  yards  rag  carpet,  3  braid- 
weave  rugs,  2  braided  rugs,  1  braided  burlap  rug,  4  cross-stitch  rugs,  6  hooked  rugs, 

2  hooked  burlap  rags,  2  knot-stitch  rugs,  4  petal  rugs,  3  tapestry  rugs,  1  sofa  pillow, 
588  pairs  stockings,  3  pairs  stockings  (samples),  30  stuffed  animals,  196  sweaters, 
1  sweater  repaired,  19  table  cloths,  3  table  mats,  2  tapestry  pieces,  13  tray  cloths, 
49  wristers,  166  yarn  flowers,  1  yoke. 

In  the  same  period  the  Boys'  Industrial  Department  turned  out  the  following: 
132  floor  polishers;  153  vegetable  boxes;  56  settees;  4,036  pairs  shoes  (repaired), 
also  88  chairs.  There  were  also  530  hair  cuts. 

Religious  Services.  —  Appropriate  religious  services  are  conducted  each  Sunday 
for  both  Catholics  and  Protestants.  Special  services  and  burial  services  are  con- 
ducted when  de-sirable  or  necessary.  The  School  choir  assists  at  all  services,  and 
at  Easter  and  Christmas  renders  special  music. 

Special  Clinics.  —  Clinics  of  particular  interest  to  college  students  were  held 
during  1928  for  groups  from  the  various  colleges  as  follows:  Harvard,  Mount 
Holyoke,  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Smith  College  and  Amherst. 

In  addition  the  Special  Clinic  was  given  on  one  or  two  other  occasions.  The  Out- 
Patient  Clinic  examined  83  children  during  the  year. 

Entertainment.  —  Necessary  and  wholesome  entertainment  for  our  children  is 
provided  during  the  year  by  means  of  bi-weekly  dances,  weekly  movies,  theatricals 
of  all  sorts,  and  ward  parties  for  indoors;  while  out-of-doors  are  provided  sports, 
games,  picnics,  coasting,  sleigh  rides  and  walking  parties.  Fourth  of  July  and 
Christmas  week  find  elaborate  programs  laid  out.  The  employees  very  generously 
provide  for  the  children  an  afternoon  and  evening  entertainment  during  the  Christ- 
mas holidays. 

Although  most  of  our  entertainments  are  home-furnished,  on  December  14th 
the  Men's  Club  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  West  Springfield  put  on  a 
Minstrel  Show  for  the  children.  Not  only  was  the  kindly  thought  appreciated, 
as  the  show  was  an  excellent  one,  but  it  was  received  with  much  favor. 

Social  Service  Department.  —  During  the  year  five  boys  and  fourteen  girls  were 
paroled.  The  usual  problems  of  this  department  were  in  evidence.  It  was  necessary 
to  return  a  patient  here  and  there.  (See  detailed  report  of  Psychiatric  Social 
Worker.) 

Special  Activities  for  1928: 

Farm.  —  1928  was  an  extremely  difficult  one  for  the  growth  of  farm  products. 
Considerable  increased  moisture  and  lack  of  sun  interfered  with  the  production  of 
nearly  all  crops.   In  spite  of  that,  however,  there  was  produced  on  the  farm  in  the 
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year  1928  the  following:  222,456.02  quarts  of  milk,  8,751.1  dozen  of  eggs,  and  the 
following  vegetables  in  pounds:  asparagus,  745.50;  beans,  dry,  690;  beans,  lima,  im- 
proved, 58;    beans,  shell,  833.25;    beans,  string,  10,632.50;    beets,  10,743;    beet 
greens,   4,086;    cabbage,    11,150.75;    cantaloupes,    1,758.50;    carrots,   29,855.75 
cauliflower,  233.75;   celery,  2,165.50;    chard,  swiss,  3,740;    corn,  sweet,  8,870.25 
cucumbers,  3,417.25;    dandelions,  1,814.25;   lettuce,  9,932.50;    onions,  26,004.75 
parsley,  14;  parsnips,  9,716.50;  peas,  green,  3,871.50;  peppers,  78.50;  pumpkins 
3,800;   radish,  2,687.25;    rhubarb,  2,497.50;    scallions,  82.25;    spinach,  7,935.25 
squash,  summer,  3,058;    squash,  winter,   3,900;    tomatoes,   17,815.75;    turnips 
27,748.   Other  products  of  the  farm  include  the  following  fruit  in  pounds:  apples 
first,  30,813.25;  apples,  seconds,  20,004.50;  apples,  crab,  274;  grapes,  22;  plums 
51;  strawberries,  1,860  quarts;  raspberries,  198.50  quarts;  also  3,799  pounds  beef 
343  pounds  veal;    24,561.25  pounds  pork;  440  pounds  chicken;    4,263  pounds 
fowl;  3,117  pounds  broilers;   18  pounds  ducks;   10.25  pounds  geese;  70.50  pounds 
turkeys;  22.04  tons  hay  No.  1;   2,800  bushels  potatoes;  4.765  tons  meadow  hay; 
3  tons  green  feed ;  17  tons  mangels;  200  tons  ensilage  corn. 

Other  farm  activities  may  be  mentioned  as  the  following:  300  feet  of  tile  drain 
laid  on  side  hill  above  flats,  also  200  feet  of  ditch  opened  up  ready  to  lay  tile  so 
that  we  will  be  able  to  add  6  acres  of  land  to  be  cropped  in  1929. 

New  road  partly  completed  near  dairy  group,  necessary  to  cut  away  sandbank 
and  fill  of  stone  6  feet  deep  at  the  highest  point.  This  fill  was  made  with  stones 
taken  from  farm  land  and  stone  walls  surrounding  the  same.  The  amount  of  stones 
taken  from  farm  land  and  used  in  road  building  and  at  the  stone  crusher  amounted 
to  several  hundred  tons  in  weight. 

Considerable  time  and  labor  was  put  into  widening  and  lowering  ditches  between 
fields  to  care  for  surface  water.  In  time  tile  pipes  will  be  laid  in  these  ditches  and 
covered  over,  making  what  is  now  two  separate  pieces  of  land  all  one  field. 

Twelve  range  houses  were  built  and  put  into  use  at  the  poultry  plant,  also  two 
large  wooden  houses  for  winter  quarters  in  which  to  house  hogs.  Most  of  the 
material  used  in  making  both  range  and  hog  house  was  old  lumber  saved  from  forms 
and  an  old  barn  that  had  to  be  removed  from  in  front  of  where  "M"  building  now 
stands. 

This  work  of  building  these  houses  was  carried  on  by  the  men  employed  to  care 
for  the  poultry,  and  some  in  connection  with  their  regular  duties  helped  out  when 
the  farm  could  afford  to  give  them  a  man  for  a  day  or  so  at  odd  times. 

Nine  acres  of  so-called  Town  Farm  acquired  by  the  State  this  j^ear  was  cropped 
to  potatoes.  Five  acres  was  fenced  off  and  used  as  pasture  for  hogs  for  the  summer. 

Canning  Department.  —  The  Canning  Department  running  two  shifts  attempted 
to  conserve  all  sorts  of  eatables.  This  is  indicated  by  the  accompanying  list.  We 
conserved  this  year,  in  No.  10  cans,  which  have  an  average  weight  of  6^  pounds, 
492  cans  of  applesauce;  507,  apple  butter;  590,  carrot  marmalade;  1,498,  string 
beans;  308,  corn;  380,  tomatoes;  294,  beets;  134,  summer  squash;  132,  mince 
meat;  171,  pickled  beets;  48,  blueberries;  52,  peas;  30,  dandehons;  109,  spinach; 
369,  green  tomato  pickle;  58,  Nancy  Hanks  pickles;  657,  piccalilli;  116,  Chili 
sauce;  and  the  following  in  quart  cans:  812,  carrot  marmalade;  13,  plum  marma- 
lade; 27,  strawberry  jam;  14,  grape  conserve;  3,  mince  meat;  428,  apple  butter; 
157,  pickled  beets;  234,  string  beans;  158,  peas;  9,  rhubarb;  236,  chicken  (broil- 
ers); 354,  pickled  onions;  60,  Nancy  Hanks  pickles;  122,  cucumlDer  pickles;  40, 
crab-apple  jelly.  In  addition  1,258  pounds  of  spinach  and  250  pounds  of  string 
beans  salted,  also  3,584  pounds  of  sauer  kraut. 

Grounds.  —  Considerable  progress  was  made  in  grading  around  the  earlier 
buildings  and  beautifying  the  grounds  in  the  faU.  A  great  deal  of  material  was  set 
out  by  the  nurseries  and  adds  to  the  appearance  of  the  buildings.  New  walks  were 
laid,  particularly  the  one  from  the  Administration  Building  to  the  entrance.  A 
goodly  number  of  shade  trees  were  planted  and  largely  consisting  of  sugar  maples. 

Buildings.  —  Contracts  were  let  and  buildings  have  been  started,  providing  for 
a  Girls'  Dormitory,  Employees'  Cottage  and  the  beginning  of  a  School- Assembly 
Hall  combination.  This  particular  part  under  operation  will  provide  four  class- 
rooms, Head  Teacher's  office  and  library,  and  rooms  for  domestic  science  and 
manual  training  classes. 
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With  its  own  employees  the  School  has  erected  this  year  a  second  story  to  the 
vegetable  storage,  building  Dairy  Barn  No.  2  to  hold  60  heads  of  cattle,  a  two-car 
garage,  a  cow  hospital,  and  has  begun  work  on  dairy  and  boiler  house  for  same. 

In  August  we  moved  into  the  Administration  Building  and  it  was  a  welcomed 
relief. 

Needs  for  1929.  —  For  the  next  year  we  are  asking  for  a  hospital  building,  a  sum 
of  money  to  remodel  the  Town  Farm  and  for  a  shop  building.  These  are  the  major 
needs  that  we  request. 

Acknowledgments.  —  Friends  of  the  institution  have  made  the  following  dona- 
tions: E.  H.  Edwards,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  200  pounds  candy;  Mrs.  Chas.  Wenzel, 
Northampton,  clothing;  Professor  Toll,  Amherst  (for  costumes),  $5.00;  Mrs. 
Crennan,  Springfield,  clothing;  Mrs.  F.  W.  Lee,  Walpole,  material  for  industrial 
room;  Miss  Crowell's  Private  School,  Amherst,  puzzles  and  crayons;  Junior  Red 
Cross,  Gardner,  May  baskets;  Amherst  school  children,  scrap  books,  dolls,  etc.; 
Toilet  Specialties  Department  of  the  Palmolive  Company,  8  life-size  Santa  Claus 
displays;  Mr.  J.  W.  Jackson,  Belchertown,  magazines;  Clapp  Memorial  Library, 
Belchertown,  magazines;  Mr.  Kalman,  Springfield,  clothing  and  candy;  Mr. 
Selvin,  Springfield,  $10.00;  Mr.  Frank  Lewis,  Boston,  cards;  Mrs.  Albert  B, 
Clark,  Lee,  material  for  rugs;  Mrs.  Blackmer,  Belchertown,  magazines;  B'Nai 
Brith  Lodge,  Holyoke,  special  passover  food  for  Jewish  children. 

George  E.  McPherson,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SOCIAL  SERVICE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  to  you  this  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1928: 

During  this  past  year  641  histories  were  taken  and  611  social  investigations  were 
made.  Thirty-three  cases  were  discharged.  An  effort  was  made  to  have  more 
complete  histories  on  all  of  our  institutional  cases  and  to  locate  relatives  of  the 
patients.  Histories  were  completed  and  social  investigations  were  made  as  soon 
as  possible  following  admissions.  The  object  of  an  early  visit  to  relatives  was  not 
only  to  get  information  but  also  to  explain  the  aims  of  the  School.  Many  times  the 
relatives  had  been  influenced  by  misinformed  persons.  Investigations  for  pros- 
pective visits,  parole,  and  discharge  were  also  made  during  the  year. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  histories  were  taken  and  investigations  were  made 
in  connection  with  the  newly  instituted  School  Clinic  Department.  The  attitude 
of  the  parents  was  one  of  interest  and  co-operation. 

Parole  pupils  required  much  of  the  Social  Worker's  time.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  40  pupils  were  on  parole.  Sixteen  were  placed  out  during  the  year.  Nine  of 
these  were  allowed  to  go  to  homes  of  relatives  and  7  were  placed  in  wage  homes. 
During  the  year  2  patients  on  parole  escaped,  3  were  returned  and  2  were  dis- 
charged from  parole.  Most  of  the  pupils  were  eager  to  save  their  money.  The  girls, 
especially,  enjoyed  depositing  their  money  in  the  bank  each  week.  The  pupils  who 
lived  near  the  School  attended  our  entertainments. 

One  thousand  three  hundred  and  eleven  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to 
pupils  in  the  community,  relatives,  friends,  employers,  and  agencies. 

Services  of  the  Assistant  Social  Worker  were  lost  to  this  Department  June  23, 
1928,  when  she  left  the  School  to  take  a  course  in  social  work.  In  August,  1928,  a 
clerk  was  added  to  the  Department. 

Contact  with  other  workers  was  established  by  monthly  conferences  of  State 
Hospital  Social  Workers,  group  conferences  with  the  Director  of  Social  Work  and 
the  other  workers  in  the  Division  of  Feeble-minded,  attendance  at  the  Massachu- 
setts Conference  of  Social  Work,  and  the  Round  Table  for  Psychiatric  Social 
Workers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
V.  Eloise  Bradt, 

Psychiatric  Social  Worker. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  EDUCATIONAL  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Sujierintendcnt  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  this  annual  report  of  the  Department  of  Education 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1928. 

The  enrollment  of  the  School  totals  323.  Of  these  111  children  attend  grade 
classes,  and  42  are  in  sense  training.  In  addition  to  these,  there  are  160  girls  from 
the  various  industrial  departments  of  the  institution,  who  receive  instruction  in 
music.  All  of  the  school  children  have  daily  classes  in  physical  education.  We  also 
have  a  gj^mnasium  class  of  older  girls  who  particularly  need  this  type  of  training. 
This  enrollment  is  31,  10  of  whom  are  not  included  in  any  of  the  above  classes.  In 
June,  6  girls  completed  the  sixth  grade,  and  simple  graduation  exercises  were  held. 

Among  the  annual  events  of  the  School  was  the  spring  demonstration  of  the  work 
of  the  music  and  physical  education  classes.  Over  200  children  took  part  in  this 
demonstration,  which  we  felt  was  a  credit  to  the  School.  The  School  also  took  part 
in  the  fall  exhibition  of  the  institution,  displaying  handwork,  drawing  and  various 
educational  projects.  This  exhibit  was  well  attended  by  friends  of  the  School,  and 
much  interest  was  evinced. 

The  teachers  have  continued  to  sponsor  the  various  recreational  activities  for  the 
children.  These  include  dances,  parties,  hikes,  skating  and  coasting  outings, 
picnics,  and  various  entertainments. 

We  feel  that  the  educational  department  is  gradually  becoming  stabilized,  and 
that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  progress.  Both  teachers  and  children  are  looking 
forward  with  keen  enthusiasm  to  the  completion  of  the  new  school  building,  which 
we  expect  to  occupy  in  the  fall  of  1929.  We  are  also  hoping  that  we  may  open  a 
domestic  science  department  for  the  girls,  and  manual  training  classes  for  the  boys 
within  the  next  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LuciLE  Deatherage, 

Head  Teacher. 


REPORT  OF  DEPARTMENT  OF  PSYCHOLOGY 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  to  you  this  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
November  30,  1928: 

Scope  of  Work.  —  The  work  of  this  department  embraces  a  number  of  objects. 
Foremost  among  them  is  the  testing  and  study  of  cases  as  they  are  admitted,  with 
view  to  justifying  their  admission  or  for  giving  advice  as  to  their  disposition  else- 
where, also  for  recommendation  as  to  assignment  to  buildings  or  work  within  the 
institution.  The  children  attending  classes  in  the  Academic  work  are  re-tested 
yearly,  and  the  old  cases  not  in  School  are  tested  about  every  three  years,  progress 
is  noted  and  advice  given  especially  on  the  high-grade  cases  who  are  subject  to 
parole. 

An  Out-Patient  Clinic  is  held  weekly  for  testing  and  study  of  the  patients  brought. 
Recommendation  as  to  disposition  is  given  to  the  physicians  in  charge  of  the  Clinic. 

Additional  tests  of  various  kinds  are  given  as  occasion  demands. 

Researches  of  various  kinds  are  going  on  as  time  allows,  studies  are  made  and 
reports  submitted  from  time  to  time.  Tests:  Stanford  Revision  of  the  Binet-Simon 
Tests:  The  number  of  Binet  tests  given  this  year  is  a  little  in  excess  of  that  of  last. 
Each  child  admitted  has  a  test,  also  each  one  of  the  children  attending  the 
School  classes.  A  summary  of  the  psychological  examination  is  made  and  filed  in 
the  child's  folder  in  the  Medical  Office.  Tliis  summary  gives  a  record  of  all  tests 
the  child  has  had,  and  an  analysis  of  the  results  is  added  to  the  summary  with  an 
account  of  the  attitude  and  behavior  of  the  child. 
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The  number  of  Binet  tests  given  during  this  year  is  as  follows : 

Admissions 146 

Re-tests  of  old  cases 80 

Re-tests  of  school  children 160 

Out-Patients 83 

Total 469 

School  Charts.  —  For  each  child  in  the  academic  department  a  chart  is  made 
out  to  show  the  correlation  of  the  Chronological,  Mental  and  School  age. 

Additional  Tests: 

Individual.  —  The  following  individual  tests  are  used  from  time  to  time  as 
occasion  demands  to  assist  in  studying  the  peculiarities  of  various  cases : 

The  Irwin-Hayes  Adaptation  of  the  Stanford-Binet  tests  for  use  with  the  blind. 
A  Series  of  Form  Boards,  Performance  tests. 

A  Performance  Series  for  the  Low-Grade. 

Stenquist  Assembling  Tests  of  General  Mechanical  Ability.    Series  1,  Series  III. 

The  I.  E.  R.  Assembly  Tests  for  Girls. 

Group.  —  The  following  group  tests  have  been  given  during  the  year: 

Myers  Mental  Measure.  All  the  children  in  academic  classes,  with  the  exception 
of  those  in  sense  training,  were  given  the  Myers  Mental  Measure  on  October  22 
to  25. 

Number  of  cases 151 

This  is  a  non-language  test  and  is  useful  in  checking  the  results  of  the  Binet 
tests  in  those  cases  where  there  is  a  language  disability  or  where  the  parents  come 
from  a  foreign  country. 

Army  Alpha  Test.  The  high-grade  and  borderline  cases  of  the  institution  are 
given  the  Army  Alpha  test  every  year.  This  is  used  as  a  check  on  the  Binet  tests. 
This  year  the  test  was  given  June  18  to  22.     Number  of  cases: 

Boys 24 

Girls 82 

Total 106 

Army  Beta  Test.  This  year  the  Army  Beta  test  was  given  to  the  same  group 
that  had  had  the  Army  Alpha.  This  test  is  a  non-language  test  and  furnishes  a 
good  check  on  the  Alpha  and  Binet  tests.  The  test  was  given  June  25  to  29.  Num- 
ber of  cases: 

Boys 24 

Girls 76 

Total 100 

Research  Problems.  —  A  number  of  the  researches  previously  begun  have  been 
continued,  among  them  the  Study  of  Ethical  Concepts  of  Defectives,  The  Learning 
Ability  of  Defectives,  the  Construction  of  a  Series  of  Performance  Tests  for  the 
Low-Grade.  The  latter  has  been  brought  to  a  point  where  it  can  be  used  to  advan- 
tage as  a  supplementary  test  in  the  study  of  low-grade  cases  that  suffer  from  lan- 
guage disability.  Also  more  work  has  been  done  on  the  Study  of  the  Results  of  the 
Army  Tests.  Two  papers  have  been  prepared  for  publication:  One  on  "Variations 
in  the  Abilities  of  the  Feeble-minded,"  published  in  the  Walter  E.  Fernald  Memorial 
Volume.  Another  is  a  study  of  "Improvement  of  Feeble-minded  Girls  over  Sixteen 
Years  of  Age." 

Student  Work.  —  The  student  assistant,  Katherine  O'Brien,  undertook  a  problem 
on  Memory  Span  of  Defectives,  the  material  of  which  she  will  use  for  a  dissertation 
for  the  M.A.  degree  at  Wellesley  College.  In  September  of  this  year  she  returned 
to  Wellesley  College  as  an  assistant  instructor.  Miss  Katherine  Harris,  a  former 
student  assistant,  did  valuable  work  in  helping  the  study  of  "Improvement  of  Feeble- 
minded Girls  over  Sixteen  Years  of  Age."  Miss  Harris  is  now  assistant  psychologist 
at  the  Medfield  State  Hospital.  Miss  Isabel  Knapp  of  Mt.  Holyoke  College  is  now 
student  assistant,  and  assists  in  the  School  Clinic. 
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The  work  of  this  department  is  constantly  increasing  with  the  growing  institu- 
tion, and  in  addition  to  the  immediate  end  of  the  study  of  particular  cases  we  feel 
that  the  interpretation  of  our  test  results  will  throw  more  light  on  the  problem  of 
the  feeble-minded  for  the  benefit  of  future  workers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Margaret  Otis, 

Psychologist. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DENTAL  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  to  you  this  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
November  30,  1928. 

Every  patient  in  the  Institution  has  received  a  dental  examination  at  least  once 
during  the  year,  and  in  addition  to  the  actual  dental  work,  the  Dentist  has  visited 
the  various  School  grades  and  presented  little  stories  pertaining  to  the  care  of  the 
teeth  and  mouth.  These  stories  were  carefully  prepared  and  varied,  in  an  effort  to 
appeal  to  the  different  levels  of  intelligence.  While  these  little  talks  have  been 
instrumental  in  arousing  certain  of  the  children  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  their 
teeth  clean,  the  general  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  all  mouths  must  be 
attributed  to  a  closer  check-up  on  the  routine  daily  brushings  on  the  wards.  The 
problem  of  the  bed  patient  has  been  somewhat  overcome  by  the  addition  of  a 
portable  dental  engine,  which  makes  it  possible  for  the  Dental  Assistant  to  visit 
the  infirmary  wards  for  purposes  of  oral  prophylaxis.  It  has  been  interesting 
to  note  that  patients  transferred  from  the  Waverley  and  Wrentham  schools 
presented  excellent  mouth  conditions,  on  the  whole,  wliile  community  admissions 
showed  a  marked  lack  of  dental  attention. 

The  report  of  the  work  follows:  Cases  cleaned  and  scaled,  934;  fillings,  237;  root 
canal  filhngs,  15;  extractions,  275;  root  canal  treatments,  40;  treatments,  855; 
abscessed  conditions  lanced  and  treated,  33 ;  crowns  attached,  1 1 ;  bridges  repaired 
and  reset,  2;  plates  supplied,  6;  plates  repaired,  2. 

The  personnel  of  the  Dental  Department  is  interested  in  and  assists  with  the 
recreational  work  of  the  Institution.  In  addition  to  the  out-of-door  activities, 
such  as  baseball,  association  football,  picnics,  skating,  hiking  parties,  hot  dog 
roasts,  track  meets,  carol  singing,  and  an  elaborate  Fourth  of  July  celebration  and 
parade,  the  program  also  calls  for  indoor  activities,  which  include  dances,  moving 
pictures  (the  Dentist  is  a  hcensed  operator),  costume  parties,  minstrel  shows, 
musical  comedies,  mystery  and  religious  plaj^s.  The  personnel  of  the  Dental  De- 
partment assists  the  School  Department  in  the  preparations  for  the  suitable 
observance  of  the  various  holidays,  and  maintains  a  costume  department,  which 
contains  hundreds  of  costumes  made  by  the  patients,  and  used  by  them  in  theatri- 
cals and  at  costume  dances.  During  the  winter  months  these  stage  productions 
average  about  one  each  month,  moving  pictures  are  shown  weekly,  with  additional 
special  pictures  on  holidays.   Dances  and  ward  parties  are  held  bi-monthly. 

Participation  in  recreational  activities  is  the  patient's  reward  for  good  behavior, 
and  the  rehearsals  incident  to  the  more  difficult  productions  are  conducted  on  a 
basis  of  their  having  a  definite  educational  value. 

Arthur  E.  Westwell,  D.  M.  D. 


SCHOOL  CLINIC  ANNUAL  REPORT 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the  School 
Clinic  during  the  year  which  terminated  November  the  30th,  1928. 

During  this  time  263  children  were  examined,  166  of  whom  were  males  and  97 
were  females.  It  was  found  that  37  males  and  28  females  were  definitely  feeble- 
minded; 56  males  and  24  females  were  borderline  cases;  42  males  and  29  females 
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were  classified  as  dull  normals;  27  males  and  14  females  were  average  normal,  and 
1  male  and  1  female  were  of  superior  intelligence. 

As  a  result  of  our  examinations  and  of  the  social  investigations  it  seemed  fitting 
to  advise  the  commitment  of  40  children,  16  females  and  24  males,  to  the  State 
School  for  special  training.    This  advice,  however,  has  thus  far  been  ignored. 

From  the  borderline  and  dull  normal  groups  52  children,  16  females  and  26 
males,  were  selected  as  individuals  who  would  derive  benefit  from  special  class 
instruction.  This  instruction  was  to  be  more  manual  in  character,  as  the  majority 
of  these  children  had  already  reached  their  so-called  academic  limit,  though  in 
several  instances  recommendations  for  special  coaching  in  the  academic  subjects 
seemed  to  be  indicated.  Especially  was  this  true  for  children  of  foreign  parentage, 
where  their  language  difficulties  and  not  a  lack  of  mental  ability  apparently  was 
their  real  handicap. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  many  more  boys  than  girls  were  sent  to  us  for 
examination,  and  at  times  all  the  children  in  a  single  family  would  be  interviewed 
and  found  to  be  deficient  mentally  in  varying  degrees. 

The  fact  that  many  of  the  children  seen  were  of  foreign  parentage  appears 
significant.  This  was  particularly  important  in  one  town  in  which  a  fair  percentage 
of  the  population  is  of  the  Polish  peasant  class.  Their  children  were  already  handi- 
capped because  of  their  language,  as  many  of  them  had  never  spoken  a  word  of 
English  before  entering  the  public  schools.  In  such  instances  two  and  often  three 
years  must  be  spent  in  the  first  or  elementary  grade  in  order  to  master  sufficient 
English  to  comprehend  simple  instructions  and  follow  minor  directions. 

We  have  met  with  the  utmost  co-operation  in  all  the  schools  in  the  towns  afore- 
mentioned and  feel  that  the  results  from  our  standpoint  are  quite  satisfactory. 

Perusal  of  the  following  table  will  give  more  detailed  information  as  regards  the 
work  done  in  the  separate  towns. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ella  J.  Goodale,  M.  D. 


Town 


Ware 

South  Hadley 

Amherst  and  Pelham 

Granby 

Conway 


Number  of 
Children 
Examined 


M. 
67 
41 
46 
11 
4 


F.   T. 
34  101 


32 

26 

5 

1 


Results  Obtained:  Intelligence  Quotient 


Below  70 
Feeble-minded 


M. 

19 
6 

11 
4 
1 


70-80 
Borderline 


M. 

25 
8 

19 
4 
3 


80-90 
Dull  Normal 


M. 
13 
15 
11 
3 


T. 
19 
27 
19 
6 


Results  Obtained: 
Intelligence  Quotient 

Recommendations 

Town 

90-110 
Average  Normal 

110-120 
Superior 

Special 
Class 
Work 

Training  at 
State 
School 

Ware 

M.       F.       T. 
10        6       16 
12         6       18 

5         2         7 

M.       F.       T. 
1         1         2 

M.       F.       T. 

26         8       34 
4         5         9 
4         3         7 

1  -         1 

2  13 

M.       F.       T. 
9         3       12 

South  Hadley 

6         3         9 

6         9       15 

Granby 

3         14 

Conway 

-         1         1 
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VALUATION 

November  30,  1928 

Real  Estate 

Land,  721  acres $21,870.29 

Buildings 1,829,073.50 

$1,850,943.79 
Personal  Properly 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses   $7,686.47 

Food 8.700.52 

ClothinR  and  materials 16,845.05 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies 100,779.48 

Medical  and  general  care 4,391.99 

Heat,  light  and  power 12,030.10 

Farm 33,109.13 

Garage,  stables  and  grounds 8,241.01 

Repairs 16,692..37 

$208,476.12 
Summary 

Real  estate $1,850,943.79 

Personal  property 208,476.12 

$2,059,419.91 

FINANCIAL  REPORT 

To  the  Department  of  Mental  Diseases: 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  finances  of  this  institution  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1928. 

Cash  Account 
Receipts 
Income 

Board  of  Patients $8,214.21 

$8,214.21 

Personal  Services: 

Reimbursement  from  Board  of  Retirement 99.40 

Sales: 

Food,  board  of  employees $1,282.50 

Clothing  and  materials .80 

Farm: 

Cows  and  calves $153.50 

Hides 59.69 

Vegetables 111.03 

324.22 

Garage,  stables  and  grounds 31.33 

Repairs,  ordinary 10.57 

Total  sales $1,649.42 

Total  income $9,963.03 

Refunds  previous  year 18.45 

Wages  uncalled  for 90.95 

Maintenance 

Balance  from  previous  year,  brought  forward  .  . $329.95 

Appropriations,  current  year 341,170.00 

August  3,  1928 8,240.00 


Total $349,739.95 

Expenses  (as  analyzed  below) 345,972.11 


Balance  reverting  to  Treasury  of  Commonwealth $3,767.84 

Analysis  of  Expenses 

Personal  services $168,328.87 

Religious  instruction 1,370.00 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses 5,474.64 

Food 51,322.18 

Clothing  and  materials 15,396.99 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies 16,907.13 

Medical  and  general  care 6,935.73 

Heat,  light  and  power 22,116.14 

Farm 30,398.94 

Garage,  stable  and  grounds 7,486.95 

Repairs,  ordinary 8,579.19 

Repairs  and  renewals 11,655.35 

Total  expenses  for  Maintenance $345,972.11 

Special  Appropriations 

Balance  December  1,  1927 $84,913.22 

Appropriations  for  current  year 235,650.00 

Total $320,563.22 
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Expended  during  the  year  (see  statement  below) $138,142.35 

Reverting  to  Treasury  of  Commonwealth 5.99 

•     $138,148.34 

Balance  November  30,  1928,  carried  to  next  year $182,414.88 


Object 


Act  or 
Resolve 


Whole 
Amount 


Expended 

During 

Fiscal  Year 


Total 

Expended 

to  Date 


Balance 

at  End  of 

Year 


Additional  Boiler 

Administration  Building 

Coal  Trestle  Extension 

Dairy  Group 

Dormitory  for  Boys 

Two  Dormitory  Buildings 

Employees'  Cottage 

Employees'  Cottage 

Furnishing  Administration  Bldg 
Furnishing  Boys'  Dormitory  . . .  . 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Storage. .  .  . 

Garage 

Girls'  Dormitory 

Laundry  Equipment 

Power  House  Equipment 

Power  Line 

Power  Plant  Equipment . 

Service  Line,  Conduits 

Schoolhouse  and  Gymnasium .  .  . 
Town  Farm  Property 

Walks 

Water  and  Sewerage 


138 

79 
138 

79 
138 

79 
138 
129 

79 
138 
127 
127 
138 
127 
138 
127 
405 
138 
138 
138 
138 
138 
127 
138 
138 
127 
138 


1927 
1926 
1927 
1926 
1927 
1926 
1927 
1922 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1928 
1927 
1928 
1927 
1928 
1928 
1927 
1927 
1927 
1927 
1927 
1928 
1927 
1927 
1928 
1927 


$13,450.00 

65,000,00 
8,000.00 
7,000.00 

100,000.00 
186,000.00 

27,500.00 
27,500.00 
5,000.00 
7,500.00 
3,500.00 
5,000.00 
113,650.00 

8,340.00 

1,320.00 

2,000.00 

11,350.00 

45,800.00 

85,000.00 

8,500.00 

2,000.00 
23,760.00 


$1,904.69 

25,743.97 

745.52 
4,143.87 

247.81 
1,380.67 

3,826.38 
7,041.94 
1,448.59 

823.17 
3,165.94 

835.19 
24,961.67 

33.29 

4.90 

110.19 

11,339.88 

16,298.02 

21,999.93 

8,067.49 

1,392.17 
2,627.07 


$13,351.96 

64,834.41 
7,994.01 
4,171.31 

99,999.77 
184,038.89 

27,475.60 
7,041.94 
1,448.59 
7,494.50 
3,165.94 
4,999.93 

24,961.67 

8,339.05 

1,319.67 

1,999.61 

11,349.82 

44,913.72 

21,999.93 

8,175.29 

1,913.87 
23,759.65 


$98.04 

165.59 
5.99* 
2,828.69 

.23 
1,961.11 

24.40 

20,458.06 

3,551.41 

5.50 

334.06 

.07 

88,688.33 

.95 

.33 

.39 

.18 

886.28 

63,000.07 

324.71 

86.13 
.35 


$757,170.00 


$138,142.35 


$574,749.13 


$182,420.87 


Balance  reverting  to  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  during  year  (mark  item  with*) $5.99 

Balance  carried  to  next  year 182,414.88 

Total  as  above $182,420.87 


Per  Capita 
During  the  year  the  average  number  of  inmates  has  been  821.19. 
Total  cost  for  maintenance,  $345,972.11. 

Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  cost  of  $8.06.  (52  weeks  to  year.) 
Receipt  from  sales,  $1,649.42 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of  $.037. 
All  other  institution  receipts,  $8,313.61. 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of  $.193. 
Net  weekly  per  capita,  $7.83. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Dora  B.  Wesley, 

Treasurer. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES 

As  Adopted  by  the  American  Association  for  the  Study  of  the  Feeble-minded, 

PRESCRIBED   BY  THE    MASSACHUSETTS   DEPARTMENT    OF   MeNTAL   DISEASES 


Table  1 .  —  General  Information 

Data  correct  at  end  of  institution  year  November  30,  1928 

1.  Date  of  opening  as  an  institution  for  feeble-minded:  November  15,  1922. 

2.  Type  of  institution:  State. 

3.  Institution  plant: 

Value  of  institution  property: 

Real  estate  including  buildings $1,850,943.79 

Personal  property 208,476.12 

Total $2,059,419.91 

Total  acreage  of  main  institution  property,  721.1. 
Total  acreage  under  cultivation  during  year,  134. 
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4.     Officers  and  employees  Sept.  30,  1928: 


Superintendents 

Other  staff  physicians 

Psychologists 

Resident  dentists   

Principal  of  school 

Teachers  of  grade  subjects 

Teachers  of  special  subjects 

Social  workers 

Stewards 

Graduate  nurses 

Matrons 

Attendants 

All  others   

Total 

Census  of  patient  population  at  end  of  year . 
In  institution: 

Feeble-minded  (not  epileptic) 

Feeble-minded  epileptics 

Others  (specify) 

Total 

Enrolled  but  absent  from  institution: 

On  parole 

On  visit 

On  escape  (not  paroled) 

Total 

Grand  Total 


6.     Average  daily  number  of  patients  actually  in  institution  during  year 
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iTUALLY  IN  Service 

AT  End  of  Year 

M.         F.         T. 

Vacancies  at  End 
op  Year 
M.         F.         T. 

2 
1 

2 
1 

1 
3 
5 
1 

1 

7 
46 
28 

4 
1 
1 
1 
3 
6 
1 
1 
1 
8 
70 
71 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 
24 
43 

1 
1 

2           3 
1           2 

74 

95 

169 

2 

3           5 

M. 
436 

F. 
497 

T. 
933 

M. 

353 

8 

24 

White 

F. 

418 

1 

23 

T. 

771 

9 

47 

Colored 
M.         F.         T. 
15         14        29 

1           3           4 

385 

442 

827 

16 

17         33 

M. 

11 

19 

5 

White 
F. 
27 

T. 

38 

19 

5 

Colored 

M.        F.        T. 

1          1 

-          6           6 

-            4           4 

35 
420 

durir 

27 
469 

ig  year . 

62 
889 

16 

M.             F 
357.17    446, 

11         11 

28        44 

T. 
.63       803.8 

Table  2.  —  Financial  Statement 
See  Treasurer's  Report  for  Data  requested  under  this  table. 


Table  3  (a).  —  Movement  of  Feeble-minded  *  Population 

For  year  beginning  October  1,  1927,  and  ended  September  30,  1928 

M.  F.  T. 

Feeble-minded  on  books  of  institution,  October  1,  1927 311  441  752 

Admissions  during  year: 

First  admissions 69  31  100 

Readmissions 8  2  10 

Transfers  from  other  institutions  for  feeble-minded 50  -  50 

Total  received  during  year 127  33  160 

Total  on  books  during  year 438  474  912 

Discharges  during  year  (not  including  transfers  and  deaths) 16  11  27 

Transfers  to  other  institutions  for  feeble-minded  within  state 1  -  1 

Died  during  year 12  3  15 

Total  discharged,  transferred  and  died  during  year 29  14  43 

Feeble-minded  remaining  on  books  of  institution  at  end  of  institution  year: 

M.  F.  T. 

In  institution 376  433  809 

Away  from  institution 33  27  60 

Total 409  460  869 

*Any  patients  who  are  not  feeble-minded  should  be  excluded  from  this  table,  but  included  in  Table  3  (6). 


Table  3  (b). —  Movement  of  Total  Patient  Population 

For  year  beginning  October  1,  1927,  and  ended  September  30,  1928 

M.  F.  T. 

1.  On  books  of  institution  October  1,  1927 328  479  807 

2.  Received  during  year 141  35  176 

3.  Total  on  books  during  year 469       614      983 

4.  Discharged: 
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M.  F. 

Into  community 20  14 

To  all  other  institutions 1  - 

Died 12  3 

Total 33  17 

5.     On  books  of  institution  at  end  of  institution  year: 

M.  F. 

In  institution ■ ; . . . .       401  469 

Away  from  institution 35  38 

Total 436  497      933 


15 

T. 

34 

1 

15 

50 


T. 

860 

73 


Table  4.  —  Mental  Status  of  First  Admissions  and  Readmissions 

Note:  Tables  4-13,  inclusive,  contain  statistics  for  year  ended  September  30,  1928,  and  refer  to  the 
feeble-minded  population  only. 


Mental  Status 

Total 

First  Admissions 

Readmissions 

Idiot 

M. 

9 

18 

60 

F. 
3 

7 
23 

T. 

12 
25 
73 

M.         F.         T. 

6           2           8 

16           6         22 

47         23         70 

M.         F.         T. 
3           14 

Imbecile 

2           1           3 
3-3 

Total* 

77 

33 

110 

69         31       100 

8           2         10 

*Total  number  of  first  admissions  and  readmissions,  in  this  and  subsequent  tables  dealing  with  admissions, 
should  agree  with  data  given  in  Table  3  (a). 


Table  5.  —  Nativity  of  First  Admissions  and  of  Parents  of  First  Admissions 


Patients 

Pabents  of 
Male  Patients 

Parents  of 
Female  Patients 

Nativity 

Males 
65 
1 

2 
1 

Females 

29 

1 

1 

Total 

94 

2 

1 

2 
1 

Both 
Fathers  Mothers  Parents 
44             40             35 
8              12                6 
1 

1 
1               3                1 
7               6               6 
4               4               4 
1                1                1 

1  1                1 

2  1                1 

Both 
Fathers  Mothers   Parents 
20             24              21 

3               2               2 

111 

Ireland 

2               -               - 

Italy 

Poland 

2               2               2 

Russia 

Scotland 

111 

1               -               - 

Unascertained 

1                1                1 

Total 

69 

31 

100 

69             69             55 

31             31             28 

♦Includes  Newfoundland. 


Table  6.  —  Citizenship  of  First  Admissions 


Citizens  by  birth 

Aliens 

Citizenship  unascertained 

Total 


M. 

F. 

65 

29 

3 

2 

1 

- 

69 

31 

T. 

94 
5 
1 


100 
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Table  7.  —  Age  of  First  Admissions  Classified  with  Reference  to  Mental 

Status 


Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

Age  Group 

M.     F.       T. 

27  5       32 

28  9       37 
9         7       16 

1  4         5 

2  3         5 
1          1 

1         2         3 

1         -         1 

M.       F.       T. 
3          1         4 
2          1         3 

1         -         1 

M.        F.       T. 
7         1         8 
4         2         6 
3          1         4 

1          1 

1          1         2 

1         -         1 

M.       F.       T. 
17         3       20 

10  to  14  years  

15  to  19  years  

20  to  24  years 

25  to  29  years 

30  to  34  years 

35  to  39  years 

40  to  44  years 

45  to  49  years 

50  years  and  over 

22         6       28 

6         6       12 

1         4         5 

1         2         3 

1          1 

1          1 

Total 

69       31     100 

6         2         8 

16         6       22 

47       23       70 

Table  8.  — ■  Marital  Condition  of  First  Admissions  Classified  ivith  Reference 

to  Mental  Status 


Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

Marital  Condition 

M.       F.       T. 

M.       F. 

T. 

M.       F.       T. 

M.        F.       T. 

Single 

Married 

68       30       98 
11         2 

6         2 

8 

16         6       22 

46       22       68 
112 

Total 

69       31     100 

6         2 

8 

16         6       22 

47       23       70 

Table  9.  —  Environment  of  First  Admissions  Classified  with  Reference  to 

Mental  Status 


Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

Environment 

Urban 

Rural 

M.        F. 
58       27 
11         4 

T. 
85 
15 

M.       F. 
5         2 
1 

T. 
I 

M.        F.       T. 
13         5       18 
3          1         4 

M.       F.       T. 

40       20       60 

7         3       10 

Total 

69       31 

100 

6         2 

8 

16         6       22 

47       23       70 

Table  10.  —  Economic  Condition  of  Families  of  First  Admissions  Classified 
with  Reference  to  Mental  Status 


Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

Economic  Condition 

M. 

41 

23 

5 

F. 
18 
13 

T. 

59 
36 

5 

M.       F. 
1         1 
4         1 
1 

T. 
2 
5 
1 

M.        F.       T. 

7  4       11 

8  2       10 
1         -         1 

M.       F.       T. 
33       13       46 

Marginal 

11        10       21 

3-3 

Total 

69 

31 

100 

6         2 

8 

16         6       22 

47       23       70 
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Table  11. — Discharges  Classified  with  Reference  to  Mental  Status  and 

Chronological  Age 


Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

Age  Group 

M.       F.       T. 
4          15 
6         6       12 
4         2         6 
1          1         2 
1         -         1 
1          1 

M.        F.       T. 
1         -         1 
2-2 

1         -         1 

M.       F.       T. 

2-2 
-         4         4 

1          1 

M.  F.  T. 
112 

4         2         6 

15  to  19  years 

20  to  24  years    

4  2  6 
112 

25  to  29  years 

30  years  and  over 

Total* 

16       11       27 

4-4 

2         5         7 

10         6       16 

*Total  number  discharged  should  agree  with  item  4  in  Table  3  (o) . 


Table  12.  —  Deaths  Classified  with  Reference  to  Mental  Status  and 
Chronological  Age 


Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

Age  Group 

M.       F.       T. 
5-5 
2-2 

1  -         1 

2  13 
2-2 

1          1 

-         1          1 

M.       F.       T. 
3-3 
2-2 

1         -         1 
1          1 

M.       F.       T. 
2-2 

1  -         1 

2  1         3 
1         -         1 

M.       F.       T. 

_         _         _. 

20  to  24  years 

_         _         _ 

25  to  29  years 

_         _         _ 

30  to  34  years 

35  to  39  years 

_         _         _ 

40  to  44  years 

45  years  and  over 

-         1          1 

Total* 

12         3       15 

6          1         7 

6          1         7 

1          1 

*Total  deaths  in  this  and  the  following  table  should  agree  with  item.  6  in  Table  3  (a) . 


Table  13.  —  Causes  of  Death  Classified  with  Reference  to  Mental  Status 


Causes  of  Death 
General  Diseases 

Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

M.       F.       T. 

5-5 
-        2         2 
1         -         1 

1         1 

1         -         1 

4-4 

1         -         1 

M.       F.       T. 

2-2 
1         1 

1         -         1 
2-2 

1-1 

M.       F.       T. 

3-3 

1         -         1 

1          1 

2-2 

M.       F.       T. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  .... 

Other  general  diseases 

Nervous  System 

Diseases  of  nervous  system .... 
Circulatory  System 

1          1 

Respiratory  System 

Digestive  System 

Diseases    of    digestive    system 
(cancer  and  tuberculosis  ex- 

Total  

12         3       15 

6         1         7 

6          17 

-         1          1 
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TRUSTEES'   ANNUAL   REPORT 

Belchertown  State  School,  Belchertown,  Mass. 
To  His  Excellency ,  the  Governor,  the  Legislature,  and  the  Department  of  Mental 
Diseases: 

The  Trustees  have  the  honor  to  present  their  seventh  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  November  30,  1929. 

Somewhere  in  the  dim  and  distant  past,  there  was  evolved  the  theory  that  every 
seven  years  there  v/as  a.  complete  metamorphosis  in  the  living.  Although  this 
has  been  disputed,  it  is  possible  that  there  may  be  a  semblance  between  the  indi- 
vidual and  the  institution. 

After  their  first  period  of  seven  years'  experience,  the  Trustees  would  record 
that  there  have  been  tremendous  changes  in  the  life  and  appearance  of  the  school. 
These  changes  have  been  gradual  and  barring  one  or  two  occasions  there  has  been 
steady  progress.  It  is  true  that  in  the  life  of  an  institution,  as  in  that  of  an  indi- 
vidual, there  may  be  a  process  of  retarding  development  and  surely  this  institution 
still  shows  the  detrimental  effects  of  the  withholding  of  appropriations  for  a  certain 
period.  However,  that  has  passed  and  we  trust  that  such  conditions  will  never 
return. 

The  vacancy  on  the  board  of  trustees  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  John  R.  Calla- 
han of  Holyoke,  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  John  I.  Donna  of  Pittsfield. 

One  of  the  important  phases  of  our  work  and  one  that  consumes  a  considerable 
amount  of  time,  is  the  filing,  consideration  of,  and  action  on  the  requests  for  dis- 
charge. During  the  year,  this  has  amounted  to  26  girls,  and  of  that  number, 
after  due  deliberation,  8  were  discharged,  8  were  paroled  and  10  were  denied;  on 
the  boys'  side,  we  had  7  applications  and  of  that  number  1  was  discharged,  5  were 
paroled  and  1  denied.  The  mere  tabulation  of  these  results  is  but  a  fractional 
part  of  the  effort  consumed  in  giving  a  fair  consideration  to  these  requests.  This 
board  is  constantly  importuned  by  letters,  some  of  which  are  concise  and  others 
voluminous;   by  the  appearance,  at  the  board  meetings,  of  parents,  or  relatives 
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near  and  sometimes  distant,  and  also  by  members  of  the  legal  fraternity  —  but  all 
having  the  same  purpose  in  view,  namely  —  the  release  of  the  pupil  from  the 
school.  Unfortunately  there  seems  to  be  an  element  of  selfishness  entering  into 
too  many  of  these  applications,  as  it  is  evident  that  the  individuals  are  more 
desirous  of  gaining  what  the  discharged  pupil's  work  might  bring  to  them  than 
in  helping  the  one  who  is  going  from  the  institution. 

Although  there  was  a  very  serious  and  widespread  epidemic  of  measles  during 
December,  1928,  the  general  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  excellent.  It  is  to  be 
noted  that  the  death  rate  throughout  the  year  has  been  kept  at  a  very  low  figure. 

This  marked  the  completion  of  a  dormitory,  which  gave  additional  quarters  for 
110  girls  and  was  a  very  necessary  unit  of  construction;  there  was  also  built  and 
completed  a  cottage  for  the  employees.  By  the  completion  of  the  first  unit  of  the 
Assembly  Hall  and  School  Building,  we  have  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  how 
necessary  it  is  to  continue  this  part  of  the  building  program.  The  class  rooms 
have  added  much  to  the  value  of  the  educational  side  of  the  institution,  and  it 
is  important  that  this  feature  should  be  carried  on  to  fulfillment  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  year  also  gave  us  additional  appropriations  for  the  hospital,  for  remodelUng 
the  Town  Farm,  and  also  for  extension  of  the  water  and  sewerage  systems. 

For  the  coming  year,  we  need  an  industrial  building  for  girls,  cottage  for  physi- 
cian, furnishings  and  equipment  for  hospital,  utility  shop  for  mechanics,  boys' 
dormitory  (110-bed  capacity),  completion  of  the  schoolhouse,  gymnasium  and 
assembly  hall;  employee's  cottage,  additional  tunnels,  extension  of  water  and 
sewerage  systems,  walks  and  grading,  salvage  yard,  additional  boiler  and  the 
purchase  of  land  comprising  two  properties  adjoining  the  present  grounds  and 
necessary  for  future  growth. 

One  of  the  most  commendable  features  of  the  daily  life  is  the  energy  and  effort 
directed  by  the  various  members  of  the  entire  staff  in  directing  the  educational, 
industrial,  and  recreational  activities  of  the  school.  There  is  apparently  an  appeal 
to  the  individual  which  makes  work  more  interesting  instead  of  mere  drudgery 
and  competition  keen  among  the  pupils  to  excel  in  their  individual  tasks.  To  the 
casual  observer  entering  the  Exhibition  Hall,  there  is  more  than  the  element  of 
siirprise  at  the  well-arranged  platform  showing  the  farm  products;  in  the  excellent, 
effects,  as  one  goes  from  table  to  table,  and  views  the  exquisite  handiwork  of  the 
needle  workers. 

Throughout  the  institution  the  spirit  of  service  is  evident  and  that,  in  itself,  is 
one  of  the  main  factors  in  achieving  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Theodore  S.  Bacon,  Elizabeth  D.  Nash, 

Frederick  A.  Farrar,  Edwin  C.  Gilbert, 

Frances  E.  Cheney,  John  I.  Donna. 
James  L.  Harrop, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

The  Superintendent's  report  for  the  year  ended  November  30,  1929,  is  hereby 
submitted : 

Number  enrolled  November  30,  1928     . 
Number  actually  resident  November  30,  1928 
Admissions  during  the  year 

School  cases    .... 

Custodial  cases 

Observation  cases    . 

From  community     . 

By  police  officers 

By  transfer     .... 

From  correctional  institutions  . 

From  school  authorities  and  other  agencies 

From  outside  State  .... 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

443 

500 

943 

113 

459 

872 

35 

28 

63 

14 

10 

24 

18 

16 

34 

3 

2 

5 

11 

8 

19 

5 

- 

5 

- 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

16 

15 

31 

2 

- 

2 

Whole  number  enrolled  during  the  year 
Discharged  during  the  year 

Regular  discharge 

Visits  confirmed 

Escapes  confirmed 

Parole  confirmed 

From  observation 

Discharged  to  be  deported 

Discharged  to  be  committed  to  another  hospital 

Discharged  as  not  feeble-minded 

By  death         ...... 

By  transfer      ...... 

Number  paroled  during  year 
Number  enrolled  November  30,  1929     . 
Number  actually  present  November  30,  1929 
Daily  average  number  actually  present . 
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Males 

Females 

Totals 

.  478 

528 

1,006 

.      11 

20 

31 

4 

2 

6 

.       2 

2 

4 

- 

1 

1 

- 

5 

5 

.       1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

.       3 

- 

3 

- 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

- 

2 

2 

.       6 

8 

14 

.   467 

508 

975 

418 

467 

885 

.   405.24 

456.39 

861. 

Admissions.  Of  the  63  admissions  during  the  year,  2  were  received  by  transfer; 
19  were  received  through  the  application  of  some  member  of  the  family;  8  from  the 
Division  of  Child  Guardianship  and  1  from  the  Division  of  Aid  and  Relief  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare;  14  from  other  agencies;  6  from  public  school 
authorities;  3  from  the  Reformatory  for  Women;  1  from  the  House  of  Correction; 
2  from  City  Welfare  Departments;  5  were  brought  by  Police  Officers  and  2  were 
received  from  outside  the  State. 

Two  boys  and  1  girl  admitted  on  observation  papers  were  later  committed  to 
the  school.  One  boy  admitted  on  observation  paper  was  discharged  to  his  people 
and  later  committed  and  1  girl  was  discharged  from  observation  to  her  parents. 

Of  the  63  admissions,  9  were  idiots  with  a  mental  age  of  less  than  three  years; 
16  were  imbeciles  with  a  mental  age  ranging  from  three  to  seven  years;  28  were 
morons  with  a  mental  age  ranging  from  eight  to  twelve  years;  5  were  borderline 
cases;  3  were  retarded;  1  was  a  dull  normal  and  one  was  normal,  deaf  and  dumb 
iiandicap. 

One  child  admitted  was  of  Mongolian  type  of  defect;  1  was  a  Cretin;  2  paralytic; 
1  tubercular;  2  deaf  and  dumb;  1  deaf  and  dumb  and  also  psychotic;  1  epileptic; 
1  epitleptic  and  also  psychotic;   1  post-encephalic  and  1  with  Spastic  paralysis. 

Of  the  female  patients  admitted,  3  had  borne  one  illegitimate  child;  2,  two 
illegitimate;  and  1  had  borne  two  legitimate  and  two  illegitimate  children.  One 
girl  on  admission  was  found  to  be  pregnant. 

One  girl  admitted  has  two  brothers  and  two  sisters  here;  1  girl  has  a  mother  and 
a  sister  here;  1  girl  has  a  half-sister  here;  1  girl  has  a  second-cousin  here  and  1  girl 
admitted  is  the  daughter  of  a  former  patient.  Two  brothers  were  admitted,  a 
pair  of  girl  twins,  1  brother  and  two  sisters,  and  two  sisters.  One  girl  admitted 
had  had  former  care  at  this  School. 

Applications.  There  were  205  applications  for  admission  dtiring  the  year. 
Discharges.  —  There  were  31  discharges;  11  males  and  20  females.  Of  these, 
6  boys  and  4  girls,  including  2  boys  and  2  girls  discharged  from  visit  at  end  of 
year,  were  discharged  to  relatires;  5  girls  were  discharged  from  parole  and  one 
girl  from  escape.  One  boy  and  1  girl  were  discharged  from  observation,  1  girl  was 
discharged  to  be  deported,  3  boys  were  discharged  to  be  committed  to  the  Depart- 
ment for  Defective  Delinquents  at  Bridgewater,  1  girl  was  discharged  as  "not 
feeble-minded" ;  1  girl  was  transferred  to  Wrentham  and  1  to  the  Walter  E.  Femald 
School  at  Waverley.  One  boy  and  5  girls  died  during  the  year.  The  causes  of 
death  were:  broncho-pneumonia,!;  pneumonic  tuberculosis,  1;  malnutrition  of 
idiocy,  1;  chronic  endocarditis,  1;  vascular  hypertension  —  chronic  nephritis,  1; 
chronic  glomerulonephritis  with  albuminuric  retinitis,  1.  There  were  no  autopsies 
performed. 

Vacations.  —  Two  hundred  and  five  persons,  100  boys  and  105  girls  were  allowed 
out  during  July  and  August  on  vacations  of  varying  lengths. 

Health.  —  The  year  1929  was  ushered  in  by  an  epidemic  of  grip,  with  some 
pneumonia,  and  with  measles  which  started  in  November,  1928.    There  were 
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■  several  severe  cases  of  pneumonia.  Deaths,  however,  were  fortunately  Hmited 
to  6  cases.  Several  cases  have  been  sent  to  the  Holyoke  Hospital  for  operative 
relief. 
I  Educational.  —  The  educational  department  has  been  placed  on  a  more  satis- 
[  factory  basis  through  the  completion  and  occupancy  of  4  new  schoolrooms  which 
have  greatly  added  to  educational  facilities.  The  removal  of  the  4  rooms  from 
the  Laundry  Building  have  enabled  us  to  modernize  and  enlarge  our  temporary 
Assembly  Hall. 

During  1929,  134  children,  85  boys  and  49'  girls,  have  been  enrolled  in  the  edu- 
cational classes,  24  attending  grade  classes  and  25  sense  training  or  pre-kindergarten 
classes.  Gymnasium  and  music  classes  not  only  serve  these  children,  but  are 
used  for  the  welfare  of  numerous  children  who  are  beyond  so-called  school  age. 

On  May  7  and  8  a  very  creditable  exhibit  of  gymnasium  and  music  classes  was 
presented.  June  21  saw  10  girls  and  1  boy  graduate  from  our  school  system, 
having  completed  their  studies  in  the  grades.  (For  detailed  information  see 
report  of  Head  Teacher). 

Psychological  Department.  —  In  the  first  month  of  this  year  our  Psychologist 
resigned,  her  place  being  filled  by  Miss  Jean  Fish,  who  carried  on  the  intra  and 
extra  mural  activities  of  this  department.     (See  report  of  Psychologist.) 

Industrial  Departments.  —  This  year,  in  accordance  with  the  usual  custom,  an 
annual  exhibit  was  held  on  the  second  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  October.  The 
Girls'  Industrial  Department  exhibited  a  large  and  varied  assortment  of  handi- 
work. Owing  to  the  tremendous  amount  of  outside  work  that  had  to  be  done,  the 
Boys'  Industrial  Department  did  little  original  work,  contenting  themselves  indoors 
with  repair  work  of  various  kinds.  The  annual  exhibit  not  only  showed  the  work 
of  the  Industrial  Department,  but  introduced  the  products  of  the  Canning  Depart- 
ment and  the  Farm  Department. 

The  Girls'  Department  for  1929  produced  the  following  articles:  1  altar  cloth, 
6  bags,  5  baskets,  11  bath  mats,  1  bed  spread,  2  book  marks,  2  buffet  covers,  4 
buffet  sets,  3  bunnies  (oilcloth),  207  bureau  scarfs,  14  sets  bureau  scarfs  with  2 
doilies,  22  sets  bureau  scarfs  with  4  doilies,  498  caps,  5  card  trays,  63  yards  carpet, 
5  center  pieces,  1  chicken  (oilcloth),  1  child's  bed  spread,  1  coaster,  1863^  yards 
cord  (spool),  4  covers  (chair  back),  1  cover  (davenport),  1  coverlet,  1  coverlet 
(child's),  1  pair  curtain  tassels,  4  dish  cloths,  6  dish  mats,  15  doihes,  85  dolls,  1 
doll's  hammock,  13  dolls'  umbrellas,  4  ducks  (oilcloth),  193  face  cloths,  1  fancy 
bag,  1  flower  (bead),  266  dozen  flowers  (paper),  1  handkerchief,  2  handkerchief 
cases,  7  hats,  4  hens  (oilcloth),  136  holders,  6  holder  cases,  1  hooked  table  mat, 
1  mat  (hot  dish),  183  pairs  mittens,  99  necklaces,  66  neckscarfs,  26  neckties,  2 
ornaments  (costume),  91  rugs,  13  runners,  4  serving  trays,  2  sofa  pillows,  118  pairs 
stockings,  18  stuffed  animals,  319  sweaters,  28  table  covers,  4  table  covers  (dolls'), 
9  table  doilies,  13  table  mats,  40  table  ruimers,  4  tam  o'shanters,  5  yards  tatting, 
21  tray  cloths,  4  sets  vanity  sets,  52  pairs  wristers,  5  yarn  animals. 

In  the  same  period  the  Boys'  Industrial  Department  turned  out  the  following: 
60  brooms,  12  —  3  x  10  scrub  brushes,  222  2-3  yards  toweling. 

Religious  Services.  —  Appropriate  religious  services  are  conducted  each  Sunday 
for  both  Catholics  and  Protestants.  Special  services  and  burial  services  are  con- 
ducted when  desirable  or  necessary.  The  school  choir  assists  at  all  services  and 
at  Easter  and  Christmas  renders  special  music. 

Special  Clinics.  —  Clinics  of  particular  interest  to  college  students  were  held 

during  1929  for  groups  from  the  various  colleges  as  follows:    Harvard,  Moimt 

Holyoke,  Amherst  College,  Smith  College  and  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College. 

In  addition  the  Special  Clinic  was  given  on  one  or  two  other  occasions.     The 

Out-Patient  Clinic  examined  102  children  during  the  year. 

Entertainment.  —  As  usual,  wholesome  entertainment  for  the  children  has  been 
provided  during  the  year  by  means  of  bi-weekly  dances,  weekly  movies,  theatricals 
of  all  sorts,  ward  parties,  skating  and  sliding  parties,  hot-dog  roasts  and  walking 
parties.  Needless  to  say  Christmas  and  Fourth  of  July  have  been  days  in  which 
elaborate  programs  were  carried  out. 

A  special  entertainment  of  outside  talent,  provided  by  the  school  employees, 
was  given  during  Christmas  week  and  that  was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  boys 
and  girls. 
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In  February  a  minstrel  show  was  put  on  with  the  Amherst  Rotary  Club  and 
fiimilies  as  guests.  This  show  also  traveled  to  Northampton  State  Hospital  and 
presented  the  show  for  the  patients  at  that  institution. 

Through  the  interest  of  a  radio  concern,  Governor  Allen,  to  whom  the  set  was 
given,  and  Doctor  Kline  of  the  Department  of  Mental  Diseases,  we  were  presented 
with  a  radio  set  for  use  of  patients.  Temporarily  set  up,  this  will  be  permanently 
located  in  the  Assembly  Hall  and  later  connected  with  the  wards. 

Social  Service  Department.  —  This  department  lost  the  services  of  its  head.  Miss 
V.  Eloise  Bradt,  who,  in  turn,  has  been  succeeded  by  Miss  Eva  L.  Simmons,  who 
came  to  us  after  considerable  experience  in  social  problems  connected  with  the 
activities  of  the  Department  of  Correction.  (See  detailed  report  of  Psychiatric 
Social   Worker.) 

Special  Activities  for  1929. 

Farm.  —  This  year,  after  two  extremely  wet  seasons,  was  one  of  extreme  and 
prolonged  drought.  In  face  of  such  discouragement  our  farm  shows  a  net  profit 
of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  Here  follows  in  detail  farm  production  for  the 
year:  234,937  quarts  of  milk,  10,272  dozen  eggs  and  the  following  vegetables  in 
pounds:  asparagus,  585;  dry  beans,  1,300;  Lima  beans,  863;  shell  beans,  3,803;; 
string  beans,  10,441;  beets,  15,970;  beet  greens,  6,743;  Brussels  sprouts,  145;; 
cabbage,  13,647;  carrots,  37,530;  cauliflower,  2,148;  celery,  1,510;  Swiss  chard,, 
12,896;  sweet  corn,  11,819;  cucumbers,  3,969;  dandelions,  267;  eggplant,  86;; 
endive,  4,341;  lettuce,  5,898;  onions,  17,690;  parsley,  26;  parsnips,  5,230;  peas,, 
4,844;  peppers,  562;  pumpkins,  27,520;  radishes,  1,060;  rhubarb,  1,259;  seal- 
lions,  1,510;  spinach,  3,601;  summer  squash,  24,228;  winter  squash,  16,360;; 
tomatoes,  17,326;  turnips,  11,150.  Other  products  of  the  farm  include  the  follow- 
ing fruit  in  pounds:  apples,  first,  3,280;  apples,  seconds,  7,411;  grapes,  124;; 
peaches,  8;  raspberries,  183;  strawberries,  2,041;  also  514  pounds  beef;  151 
potmds  veal;  36,123  pounds  pork;  chicken,  195;  fowl,  3,756;  broilers,  2,297; 
ducks,  44;  geese,  103;  hay,  18  tons;  potatoes,  76,808;  mangels,  6  tons;  ensilagee 
com,  207  tons;   manure,  1,000  loads. 

In  addition  there  has  been  considerable  clearing  of  land,  ditching  to  relocat© 
brook,  ditching  for  tile  as  well  as  removal  of  stumps  and  stones.  Considerable 
progress  was  made  in  re-cultivating  portions  of  the  newly-acquired  Town  Farm 
property. 

Canning  Department.  —  Especial  effort  was  made  in  1929  to  conserve  all  foodi 
supplies.  This  department  reports  the  following:  In  No.  10  cans,  which  have  am 
average  weight  of  63^  pounds,  apple  butter,  666;  apple  sauce,  241;  mince  meat,, 
33;  beets,  184;  carrot  marmalade,  1,142;  Swiss  chard,  796;  spinach,  72;  string,: 
beans,  947;  cucumber  relish,  2;  pepper  relish,  46;  mixed  pickles,  16;  canned  apple, 
102;  squash,  1,654;  tomato  pickle,  246;  endive,  481;  sweet  com,  241;  tomatoes,; 
247;  shell  beans,  404;  cauliflower,  28;  pumpkins,  583;  tomato  mince  meat,  23}: 
Chili  sauce,  419;  green  tomatoes,  110;  Nancy  Hanks,  150;  piccalilli,  217;  in  quartt 
cans:  apple  butter,  14;  mince  meat,  382;  beets,  700;  carrot  marmalade  705 j 
rhubarb  conserve,  36;  strawberries,  416;  peas,  353;  string  beans,  6;  pickled  1 
onions,  93;  grape  jam,  30;  fowl  and  broilers,  204;  squash,  7;  raspberries,  6:i 
raspberry  jam,  45;  cucumber  pickles,  527;  green  tomatoes,  1.  In  gallon  jars: 
apple  butter,  40;  pickled  onions,  93.  Also  there  were  salted:  Swiss  chard,  1,76S 
pounds;   string  beans,  2,906  pounds;   cabbage,  1,800  pounds. 

Grounds.  —  All  available  patient  labor  was  so  incessantly  used  on  tunnels," 
excavations  for  building  cellars,  etc.,  that  little  could  be  done  to  grade  during  the^ 
year.  A  hundred  feet  of  the  new  road  to  the  schoolhouse  has  been  put  in  place- 
Filling  of  the  permanent  parking  place  has  been  under  way. 

Addition  of  electric  lantsms,  set  on  the  posts  at  entrance  to  grounds,  proves  of) 
great  advantage  to  sightliness. 

The  most  forward-looking  development  has  been  in  the  erecting  of  a  cement  dam 
and  the  flooding  of  the  area  to  be  known  as  Lake  Wallace.  About  six  of  the  event- 
ual twenty-five  acres  have  been  flooded  and  these  have  already  been  stocked  wittf 
several  varieties  of  edible  fish.  Besides  adding  beauty  to  the  premises,  this  lakei 
will  provide  bathing,  boating  and  fishing  in  summer,  as  well  as  skating  in  winter. 
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Other  activities  during  the  year  are  rated  as  follows:  sawed  lumber,  $1,625; 
wood,  $225;  sawdust,  $25;   crushed  stone,  $3,250;  sand,  $520;  maple  syrup,  $24. 

Buildings.  —  A  great  deal  of  mechanic  labor  has  been  applied  during  the  year 
to  the  completion  of  the  large  dairy  group  at  the  farm. 

There  have  been  erected  two  bull  pens  and  runs,  and  a  dairy  with  heater  house. 
In  addition,  the  young  stock  barn  has  been  made  over,  inside  and  out. 

From  materials  obtained  from  the  Hillside  School  (sacrificed  to  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Project)  we  have  erected  a  fine  horse  barn  worth  $7,000. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  remodelling  the  old  Town  Farm  house  into  a 
colony  for  50  boys  and  6  employees.  This  building  ought  to  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy by  May  of  1930. 

Contractors,  after  considerable  delay,  have  finished  the  schoolhouse  project  — 
dormitory  for  girls  and  an  employees'  cottage — and  another  concern  has  just  begun 
the  erection  of  a  hospital  building. 

Needs  for  1930.  —  We  have  asked  for  furnishings  for  hospital;  completion  of 
schoolhouse,  with  assembly  hall  and  gymnasium;  girls'  industrial  building;  cot- 
tage for  physician;  utility  shop  for  mechanics;  boys'  dormitory;  employees' 
cottage;  appropriation  for  extension  of  tunnels;  water  and  sewerage  extension; 
walks  and  grading;  salvage  yards;  additional  boiler  and  purchase  of  land. 

Acknowledgments.  — ■  Friends  of  the  institution  have  made  the  following  dona- 
tions: Mr.  Charles  Kalman,  gifts  for  Christmas  tree;  Mr.  Angelo  Tufo,  $3;  Mr. 
Herman  F.  Schlichtling,  $5;  The  Misses  Crowell,  Christmas  cards,  remnants, 
colored  crayons,  etc.;  Mr.  Michael  Selvin,  $10;  Amherst  American  Legion,  200 
pounds  candy  for  Christmas  tree;  Forbes  and  Wallace,  toys;  Mr.  Fred  Hawley, 
230  yards  cloth,  80  straw  hats,  2  gross  ornaments,  60  yards  silk  ribbon;  Mrs. 
Harry  Putnam,  costumes  (old  fashioned);  Mr.  Heidner,  stereopticon  machine; 
Mrs.  Bertha  Chapin,  yarn;  Mrs.  M.  S.  Connelly,  candy  and  nuts;  McCallum 
Hosiery  Co.,  box  of  damaged  hosiery;  Clapp  Memorial  Library,  magazines;  Mrs. 
Ella  J.  Fay,  clothing,  shoes,  etc.;  J.  W.  Jackson,  magazines  and  candy;  American 
Legion,  Holyoke,  billiard  table. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  E.  McPherson,  M.  D., 

S^lperintendent. 
Changes  in  Staff 

Elizabeth  Kundert,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Physician,  transferred  to  Northampton 
State  Hospital  June  3,  1929. 

Charlotte  A.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  appointed  as  Assistant  Physician  October  14,  1929. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SOCIAL  SERVICE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  to  you  this  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
November  30,  1929: 

During  the  past  year  the  Social  Service  Department  has  taken  a  total  of  380 
histories,  and  of  this  number  116  were  cases  outside  of  the  institution.  Included 
in  this  group  were  102  school  clinic  cases.  Under  the  headings  of  location  of  rela- 
tives, prospective  discharge,  paroles  and  visits,  482  social  investigations  were 
made.  Investigations  were  also  made  at  such  times  as  histories  were  taken.  The 
department  received  and  acted  upon  28  requests  for  the  services  of  parole  patients. 
During  the  year  290  new  cases  (136  male  and  154  female)  were  handled,  and  209 
cases  were  renewed  from  previous  years.  We  removed  21  cases  from  our  files  as 
discharged. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  history  taking,  social  investigations,  and  parole  work 
the  Social  Service  Department  has  conducted  a  phase  of  research  work  which  is 
the  study  of  the  relationship  of  pupils  within  the  school,  and  of  their  places  in  the 
genealogy  of  the  famous  "Hill  Folk."  It  has  already  been  found  that  a  great 
number  of  our  children  are  the  descendants  of  these  people.  A  study  of  the  suc- 
cesses and  failures  of  the  ptipils  discharged  from  parole  has  also  been  instituted. 

As  in  previous  years,  an  ever  increasing  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  in  the 
supervision  of  patients  on  parole.     The  total  number  under  the  care  of  the  depart- 
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ment  was  57,  52  of  which  were  on  parole,  and  5  were  on  visit.  We  placed  out  12 
this  year.  Of  the  total  57  on  parole  and  visit,  6  have  been  returned  to  the  school 
for  infractions  of  the  parole  rules,  and  2  for  medical  treatment.  None  of  the 
offenses  were, of  a  serious  nature,  but  it  was  thought  that  their  return  might  be  of 
benefit  to  them  and  to  the  others.  There  were  discharged  from  parole  during  the 
year,  5  girls  and  no  boys.  The  pupils  have  been  visited  on  an  average  of  once  a 
month,  and  in  some  cases  more  often.  During  the  year  a  set  of  parole  rules  for 
girls  working  in  wage  homes  was  compiled,  and  each  girl  must  read  these  rules  and 
have  them  explained  to  her  before  she  leaves  the  institution.  She  is  then  required 
to  sign  her  name  below  a  statement  that  she  promises  to  abide  by  the  rules.  One 
copy  is  given  to  the  girl,  one  is  given  to  the  employer  and  one  is  kept  in  the  girl's 
case  record  at  the  school.  The  demand  is  still  greater  for  girls  than  for  boys,  due 
probably  to  the  continued  male  unemployment  in  this  section.  On  the  other  hand, 
we  have  a  waiting  list  of  families  who  wish  our  girls  as  domestics.  The  different 
industries  represented  on  our  parole  list  are:  mill  work,  outside  construction, 
trucking,  farming,  gardening,  janitor  work,  and  housework.  Wages  range  from 
$3  a  week  to  $45  a  month.  Few  of  our  pupils  have  been  out  on  parole  more  than 
5  years.  The  following  list  is  given  to  show  the  progress  which  is  being  made  by 
some  of  our  parole  patients: 

Date  Money  in  Wages 


tient 

paroled 

Type  of  Work 

the  Bank 

Week 

Month 

A 

2-1924 

Housework 

$353.00 

■      $5 

- 

B 

2-1925 

Housework 

700.00 

6 

- 

C 

7-1928 

Housework 

132.00 

5 

- 

D 

7-1926 

Housework 

249.93 

7 

- 

E 

7-1927 

Farm  work 

416.32 

- 

$30 

F 

9-1928 

Farm  work 

228.00 

- 

25 

G 

9-1925 

Housework 

564.74 

6 

- 

H 

4-1926 

Housework 

338.48 

7 

- 

I  4-1927       Farmhand  406.62  -  30 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  additional  means  may  be  developed  for  finding  em- 
ployment for  our  boys. 

A  total  of  1,258  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  Of  these,  373  were  to  pupils 
in  the  community,  337  to  relatives,  99  to  agencies,  and  449  to  other  individuals. 

From  June,  1928,  until  June,  1929,  the  Social  Service  Department  was  somewhat 
handicapped  as  it  was  without  an  assistant  Social  Worker  during  that  period. 
The  clerk  hired  in  August,  1928,  left  in  April,  1929.  The  department  was  then 
without  a  clerk  until  July  1st.  The  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  resigned  her  posi- 
tion in  November,  1929,  and  a  new  worker  came  to  take  her  place  November  20, 
1929. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Eva  L.  Simmons, 

Psychiatric  Social  Worker. 

REPORT  OF  EDUCATIONAL  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  to  you  this  annual  report  of  the  Educational 
Department  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1929. 

The  school  enrollment  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  totaled  318.  Of  this  number 
134  children  were  in  sense  training  and  grade  classes,  and  the  remaining  184  repre- 
sent older  girls  from  the  various  industrial  departments  of  the  institution  who 
attend  classes  in  music  or  physical  education.  Regular  training  is  also  given  a 
girls'  choir  of  twenty  voices,  which  sings  at  all  of  the  Sunday  services. 

As  has  been  our  custom  for  the  past  four  years,  a  public  demonstration  of  the 
work  of  the  music  and  physical  education  classes  was  held  in  the  spring.  This 
included  the  various  types  of  work  carried  on  by  these  classes,  and  to  those  familiar 
with  our  previous  demonstrations,  it  showed  a  marked  improvement  in  the  work. 
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The  annual  exhibit  of  the  school  and  industrial  work  was  held  on  October  ninth 
and  tenth,  and  many  interested  friends  of  the  institution  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  to  see  the  work  of  the  children. 

The  recreational  events  of  the  institution  play  an  important  part  in  our  program, 
and  cover  a  great  variety  of  activities.  Among  these  are  picnics,  ward  parties 
hikes,  skating  parties  and  ball  games.  A  number  of  entertainments  were  given 
during  the  year,  and  the  teachers  have  assisted  in  training  and  supervising  for  these 
shows. 

Among  the  red-letter  days  of  the  year  is  the  Fourth  of  July  celebration.  The 
day  begins  early  with  flag  raising  by  the  school  boys.  Following  this  is  the  parade 
of  floats  and  ambulatory  features,  which  have  previously  been  prepared  by  the 
children  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Westwell,  and  the  supervision  of  the  teachers. 
The  field  meet,  baseball  games  and  picnic  lunch  out-of-doors  make  the  day  one 
which  is  talked  of  until  another  Fourth  of  July  is  due. 

The  greatest  event  in  the  history  of  the  educational  department  took  place 
shortly  before  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  when  our  new  school  building  was  com- 
pleted, and  we  were  permitted  to  move  into  it.  The  building  is  modern  in  every 
respect,  the  rooms  are  large,  well  lighted,  well  ventilated,  and  are  very  attractive. 
The  change  from  our  former  drab  quarters  to  such  a  beautiful  building  has  improved 
the  morale  of  the  school  to  a  noticeable  extent.  The  greatest  compliment  the  chil- 
dren could  pay  to  the  new  building  was  expressed  in  these  words:  "It's  just  like 
the  schools  outside." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LuciLE  Deatherage, 

Head  Teacher. 

REPORT  OF  DEPARTMENT   OF  PSYCHOLOGY 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  to  you  this  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
November  30,  1929: 

Psychological  Examinations 

The  work  of  this  department  includes  the  examination  of  six  separate  groups 
of  cases: 

Admissions.  —  According  to  requirements  every  child  admitted  must  be  given 
the  Stanford  Revision  of  the  Binet-Simon  Test,  and  an  admission  diagnosis  reported 
within  one  month.  The  mere  statement  of  the  patient's  I.  Q.  and  classification 
would  not  give  a  very  comprehensive  survey  of  the  child's  capacity.  Consequently 
after  examination,  the  test  results  are  analyzed  and  a  brief  discussion  of  the  child's 
disabilities  or  abilities  is  written.  During  the  past  year  the  following  topics  have 
been  given  special  attention  in  this  connection: 

Attitude  —  towards  examiner  and  examination.  Comprehension  level.  Mem- 
ory span.  Orientation.  Level  attained  in  response  to  "Pictures"  test.  General 
knowledge  —  i.e.,  knowledge  of  coins,  colors,  right  and  left,  etc.  (For  those  of 
M.A.  below  7  years.)  Judgment.  Associative  level.  Inductive  ability.  Power 
of  reasoning. 

In  every  case  each  of  the  ten  qualities  is  considered,  but  comment  included  in 
the  summary  is  limited  to  those  of  special  import  in  the  particular  case.  Any 
peculiarities  of  response  are  also  noted.  After  this  review  has  been  made,  a  word 
of  recommendation  as  to  type  of  work  the  patient  is  suited  to  and  the  probable 
prognosis  are  added. 

Both  as  a  check  on  this  test  and  as  a  source  of  additional  insight  into  the  case, 
supplementary  tests  are  given  as  soon  as  possible.  Since  it  is  an  aim  of  this  insti- 
tution to  teach  every  patient  something,  an  analysis  of  the  child's  mental  make-up 
is  important  in  assisting  those  in  charge  in  the  placement  of  each  individual. 

Number  of  admissions  given  the  Binet  test  during  this  year  —  68. 

School  Cases.  —  Each  child  in  the  academic  department  must  be  given  the  Stan- 
ford Revision  of  the  Binet-Simon  test  yearly.  This  practice  of  periodical  re- 
examination enables  (1)  a  more  adequate  mental  diagnosis;  (2)  the  scrutiny  of 
the  progress  of  the  mental  age  during  childhood  and  adolescence;    (3)  a  more 
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accurate  prognosis  to  be  made  when  it  is  based  on  a  series  of  scores  earned  on  the 
same  test;  (4)  better  basis  of  judgment  as  to  length  of  time  the  child  may  profit- 
ably remain  in  school ;  and  (5)  the  teacher  to  make  accurate  promotion  or  demotion. 
A  summary  is  written  for  each  case  as  is  true  with  the  admissions.  Here,  however, 
emphasis  is  laid  upon  improvement  or  retrogression;  that  is,  rather  than  just  an 
analysis  of  one  test,  a  comparison  is  made  between  the  performance  of  two  or  more 
tests.  Here  also  a  prognosis  is  included  and  a  statement  as  to  whether  the  test 
results  show  it  to  be  worth  while  for  a  child  to  remain  in  school. 

The  results  of  the  examination  are  then  compared  with  the  child's  school  per- 
foraiance  by  means  of  entering  both  on  the  Correlation  Chart,  a  device  which  indi- 
cates at  a  glance  the  correlation  between  the  Mental  Age,  Chronologic  Age  and 
School  Age. 

Furthermore,  the  Myers  Mental  Measure,  a  group  test  which  entails  practically 
no  language  knowledge,  was  given  on  October  19,  to  all  the  school  children  whose 
Mental  Age  exceeded  5  years  and  0  months.  The  scores  on  this  test  were,  as  a 
whole,  found  to  be  higher  than  those  of  the  Binet  test.  Since  there  are  only  two 
forms  of  this  test  and  many  of  the  children  have  taken  the  test  for  three  successive 
years,  familiarity  and  practice  doubtlessly  tend  to  raise  the  scores.  An  additional 
test  was  therefore  given  just  a  week  later  —  the  Kuhlmann- Anderson  Test,  which 
is  a  comparatively  new  non-language  scale  and  apparently  correlates  highly  with 
the  Binet  test.  Only  a  small  per  cent  (those  in  the  first  and  second  grade)  were 
given  this  test,  but  it  seems  practicable  that  its  use  should  be  extended  and  supple- 
ment the  Myers  Mental  Measure  next  year. 

Number  of  school  cases  during  the  year  given  the  — • 

Binet  Test 147 

Myers  Mental  Measure .         .84 

Kuhlmann-Anderson  Test  .......       47 

Old  Cases.  —  The  interval  between  examinations  varies  for  this  group  according 
to  the  individual  cases.  Those  subject  to  parole  or  discharge  are  watched  more 
closely  than  others  who  are  permanently  in  the  institution.  All  must  be  examined 
at  least  every  three  years.  During  this  year  the  number  examined  was  greater 
than  three  times  that  of  last  year.  Supplementary  tests  are  frequently  given  to 
this  group,  both  individual  and  group  tests,  owing  to  the  desirability  of  a  check 
on  the  Binet  test  with  which  they  become  very  familiar.  Army  Alpha  Test  was 
given  July  7,  and  Army  Beta  July  15,  to  the  high-grade  Morons  and  borderline 
cases.  It  is  also  necessary  to  use  special  tests  for  the  blind  (Irwin-Hayes  Adapta- 
tion of  the  Stanford-Binet  tests)  and  the  deaf  (Performance  Tests). 

Other  tests  frequently  used  are:  Koho  Block  Design  Test;  Porteus  Maze  Test; 
Low  Grade  Performance  Series;  Various  Form  Boards;  Kuhlmann-Anderson  Test. 

Number  of  Old  Cases  given  Binet  test  during  the  year  .  .271 

Number  of  Old  Cases  given  Army  Alpha  test  during  the  year  (boys)        43 
Number  of  Old  Cases  given  Army  Alpha  tetet  during  the  year  (girls)        76 

119 
Number  of  Old  Cases  given  Army  Beta  during  the  year  (boys)  .  37 
Number  of  Old  Cases  given  Army  Beta  during  the  year  (girls)        .       67 

104 

Out  Patients.  —  A  clinic  is  held  one  day  a  week  to  which  children  are  brought 
for  examination.  While  those  admitted  usually  have  been  examined  and  previ- 
ously classified,  the  patients  brought  to  this  chnic  require  a  diagnosis.  Each  is 
given  a  Binet  examination  and  a  summary  written  with  special  attention  given 
to  probable  prognosis  and  suggestions  as  to  immediate  disposition.  This  depart- 
ment has  been  steadily  growing  and  now  demands  the  time  of  more  than  one 
member  of  the  department. 

Number  of  Out  Patients  examined  during  the  year  —  92. 

School  Clinic.  —  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Student  Assistant  to  accompany  a  Physi- 
cian and  a  Social  Worker  to  neighboring  towns  for  the  purpose  of  examining  re- 
ferred cases  of  retarded  children.     This  occupies  several  months  of  the  year. 

Number  of  School  Children  examined  during  the  year  —  110. 
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Court  Cases.  —  While  this  group  included  only  three  cases  during  the  entire 
year,  it  was  found  necessary  in  two  of  the  three  to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
individual  was  feeble-minded,  court  commitment  depending  on  the  diagnosis. 
In  both  instances  they  were  of  normal  intelligence,  but  probably  psychotic.  Addi- 
tional tests  are  often  found  necessary  and  helpful. 
:    Court  Cases  given  Binet  Test  during  the  year  —  3. 


Individual 

Binet 

Admissions 

68 

School  cases 

147 

Out  Patients 

92 

Old  cases 

271 

School  clinic 

110 

Court  cases 

3 

Total, 

691 

Summary  of  Psychological  Examinations 

Group 
Myers  Mental  Measure 
Number  of  cases   84 


Kuhlmann-A  nderson 
Number  of  cases   47 


Total,  354 


Army  Alpha 
Boys  43 

Girls  76 

Total,  119 

Arjfiy  Beta 
Boys  37 

Girls  67 

Total,  104 


Records  and  Statistical  Work.  —  Complete  monthly  records  are  kept  as  well  as 
the  records  of  each  individual.  A  summary  sheet  bearing  an  entire  list  of  tests 
given  the  iridividual  with  scores  earned  is  filed  in  each  patient's  record  in  the 
Medical  Office  and  a  copy  of  same  in  the  department.  Record  is  also  kept  of  all 
paroles,  disfcharges,  visits  and  deaths.  All  statistical  data  is  preserved  for  use  in 
computations  and  comparisons  which  may  be  made  later. 

Research.  —  Some  time  is  devoted  to  the  study  of  different  phases  of  Psycho- 
logical work  in  this  field.  This  year  several  interesting  projects  have  been  taken 
up:  — 

1.  The  work  on  "Improvement  of  Feeble-minded  Girls  over  Sixteen  Years  of 
Age,"  which  was  started  last  year,  has  been  completed  and  is  now  being  written  up. 

2.  "A  Comparison  of  the  Rote  and  Amount  of  Learning  and  the  Retention  of 
Learned  Material  of  Normal  and  Feeble-minded  children  of  the  same  Mental 
Age"  has  been  made  throughout  the  year.  This  study  was  based  on  the  preform- 
ance  of  the  two  groups  in  a  battery  of  tests :  —  Substitution  Test  (Woodworth 
Wells),  Porteus  Maze  Test,  Picture  Completion  Test,  Kuhlmann  Dots,  Five 
Figure  Form  Board. 

According  to  present  indications,  the  results,  when  fully  computed,  will  yield 
some  interesting  and  valuable  information. 

3.  A  study  is  being  made  of  the  correlation  between  the  Kuhlmann-Anderson 
Tests,  the  Myers  Mental  Measure,  and  the  Binet  Test. 

4.  More  data  has  been  compiled  for  the  study  of  the  Army  Tests. 

Student  Work.  —  The  former  Student  Assistant,  Miss  Isabel  Knapp,  who  now 
holds  a  position  as  a  Field  Agent  of  the  Department  of  Mental  Hygiene  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  worked  on  "Improvement  of  Feeble-minded  Girls  over  Sixteen 
Years  of  Age,"  and  made  the  psychological  examinations  in  the  School  Clinic 
work.  Miss  Helen  Pierce,  a  graduate  of  Radcliffe  College,  is  at  present  doing  the 
School  Clinic  work,  and  acting  as  Assistant  to  tne  Psychologist. 

The  growth  of  the  institution  does  not  mean  merely  an  increase  in  the  "output" 
of  the  department,  but  affords  a  greater  opportunity  to  understand  and  to  study 
the  feeble-minded.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  work  of  this  department  will  be  not 
only  of  immediate  value  in  the  care  of  the  patients,  but  that  it  may  contribute 
to  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the  problem  of  the  feeble-minded. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Jean  M. 


Fish, 
Psychologist. 
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REPORT  OF  THE   DENTAL  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

Oral  examinations  were  done  on  all  patients,  and  special  stress  laid  upon  prophy- 
laxis. This  procedure  supplemented  by  required  brushings  on  the  wards  twice 
daily  is  responsible  for  the  general  improvement  in  mouth  conditions.  The  pa- 
tients are  supplied  with  tooth-brushes  which  are  small,  and  inexpensive.  The 
size  makes  the  reaching  of  all  tooth  surfaces  possible,  while  the  slight  cost  of  the 
brushes  permit  frequent  replacement.  Another  feature  of  the  work,  which  is 
proving  its  worth,  is  the  maintenance  of  a  list  of  such  patients  as  present  the 
slightest  indication  of  mouth  infection.  The  patients  whose  names  appear  on  this 
list  are  brought  to  the  Dental  Clinic  every  morning  and  are  given  special  treatment' 
until  the  condition  clears  up. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  dental  work  completed  during  the  year  ending 
November  30,  1929:  Cleanings,  1,020;  fillings,  453;  root  canal  fillings,  13;  rnis- 
cellaneous  treatments,  1,144;  root  canal  treatments,  25;  bridges  inserted,  2; 
bridges  repaired,  6;  abscesses  lanced  and  treated,  23;  dowel  crowns  attached,  7; 
vulcanite  plates  suppUed,  11. 

The  dentist  and  his  assistant  continue  to  assist  the  School  Department  in  recrea- 
tional work.  The  production  of  plays,  and  the  preparations  incident  to  such  cele- 
brations as  we  have  at  Christmas,  and  the  Fourth  of  July,  require  much  time  and  I 
effort.  We  endeavor  to  do  all  this  work  in  the  evening  so  that  the  routine  off 
occupation  shall  not  be  interfered  with. 

The  pleasure  which  the  children  derive  from  these  activities,  as  well  as  the: 
training  involved  in  the  following  of  a  given  task  to  a  successful  completion,  make : 
this  phase  of  the  work  very  much  worthwhile. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Arthur  E.  Westwell,  D.  M.  D. 

SCHOOL   CLINIC   ANNUAL  REPORT 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the  School  Clinic 
during  the  year  which  terminated  November  the  30th,  1929. 

During  this  time  75  children  were  examined,  45  of  whom  were  males  and  30  were 
females.  It  was  found  that  10  males  and  7  females  were  definitely  feeble-minded; 
11  males  and  10  females  were  borderline  cases;  13  males  and  6  females  were  classi- 
fied as  dull  normals;  9  males  and  6  females  were  of  average  normal  intelligence 
and  2  males  and  1  female  were  of  superior  intelligence. 

Examinations  during  this  year  were  conducted  by  School  Clinics  in  South 
Deerfield,  Sunderland,  Whately  and  South  Hadley. 

From  the  borderline  and  dull  normal  groups,  13  children,  7  males  and  6  females, 
were  selected  as  individuals  who  would  derive  benefit  from  special  class  instruction. 
This  instruction  was  to  be  more  manual  in  character,  as  the  majority  of  these 
children  had  already  reached  their  so-called  academic  limit. 

Perusal  of  the  following  table  will  give  more  detailed  information  as  regards  the 
work  done  in  separate  towns. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Karl  V.  Quinn,  M.  D. 
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IS 


Town 


South  Deerfield 
Sunderland    .  .  . 

Whately  

South  Hadley    . 


Number  of 
Children 
Examined 


M. 

5 
5 

7 
28 


F. 
3 
1 
6 
20 


6 
13 

48 


Results  Obtained:  Intelligence  Quotient 


Bplow  70 
Feeble-minded 


M.  F. 

1  2 

3  1 

2  3 

4  1 


70-80 
Borderline 


M. 


T. 
3 
2 
3 
13 


80-90 
Dull  Normal 


3 

14 


Town 


South  Deerfield 
Sunderland  .  .  .  . 

Whately 

South  Hadley    . 


Results  Obtained: 
IntelMgence  Quotient 


90-110 
Average  Normal 


M.       F. 


112 
8         5       13 


110-120 
Superior 


Recommendations 


Special 
Class 
Work 


M. 


Training  at 
State 
School 


M. 


VALUATION 


November  30,  1929 

Real  Estate 

Land,  723.6  acres $22,120.29 

Buildings 2,018,656.42 

$2,040,776.71 
Personal  Property 

Travel,  transportation  and  oflSce  expenses $9,477 .  89 

Food 12,271 .  68 

Qothing  and  materials 10,926 .  66 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies 99,558 . 79 

Medical  and  general  care 5,106 .  12 

Heat,  Mght  and  power 17,841 .  57 

Farm 35,984.23 

Garage,  stables  and  grounds 8,201 .  96 

Repairs 14,853.60 

I  $214,222.50 
'                                                                                               Summary 

Real  estate $2,040,776.71 

Personal  property 214,222.50 

$2,254,999.21 

FINANCIAL  REPORT 

To  the  Department  of  Mental  Diseases: 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  finances  of  this  institution  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1929. 

Cash  Account 
Receipts 
Income 

Board  of  Patients $7,391 .  73 

$7,391.73 

Personal  Services: 

Reimbursement  from  Board  of  Retirement 1 17 .  89 

Sales: 

Food,  board  of  employees $915. 85 

Clothing  and  materials 1 .  75 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies 5.00 

Medical  and  general  care .90 

Farm: 

Cows  and  calves 181 .  00 

Hides 7.32 

Molasses 3 .  00 

Garage,  stable  and  grounds 244 .  00 

Repairs,  ordinary 10 .  37 

Total  sales $1,369. 19 

Total  income $8,878.81 

Refunds  previous  year 190 .  04 

Unclaimed  wages 1 .  92 

Specials — schoolhouse 10 .  00 
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IVI\inti;nancb 

Biilimce  from  previous  year,  brought  forward $1,823 .  73 

Appropriations,  current  year 378,945 .  65 

Total $380,769.38 

Expenses  (as  analyzed  below)   379,664 .  27 

Balance  reverting  to  Treasury  of  Commonwealth $1,105. 11 

Analysis  of  Expenses 

Personal  services $173,617 .  57 

ReliniouB  instruction 1,350.00 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses 5,860 .  47 

Food 58,705. 86 

Clothintf  and  materials 17,983 .  19 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies 18,499 .  77 

Medical  and  general  care 7,492 .  58 

Heat,  light  and  power 38,872 .  23 

Farm 31,122.41 

Garage,  stable  and  grounds 8,264 .  55 

Repairs,  ordinary 8,992 .  40 

Repairs  and  renewals 8,903 .  24 

Total  expenses  for  Maintenance $379,664 .  27 

Special  Appropriations 

Balance  December  1,  1928 $182,414.88 

Appropriations  for  current  year 174,990 .  00 

Total $357,404.88 

Expended  during  the  year  (see  statement  below) $210,506. 18 

Reverting  to  Treasury  of  Commonwealth 842 .  38 

211,348.56 

Balance  November  30,  1929,  carried  to  next  year $146,056.32 


Object 


Act  or 
Resolve 


Whole 
Amount 


Expended 

During 
Fiscal  Year 


Total 

Expended 

to  Date 


Balance 

at  End  of 

Year 


Additional  Boiler 

Administration  Building 

Buildings — Hillside  School 

Dairy  Group 

Dormitory  for  Boys 

Two  Dormitory  Buildings 

Employees'  Cottage  No.  4 

Employees'  Cottage  No.  5 

Furnishing  Administration  Bldg. 
Furnishing  Boys'  Dormitory  .  .  .  , 
Furnishing  Employees'   Cottage 

No.  5 

Furnishing  and  Equipping  Dairy  . 

Furnishing  Schoolhouse 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Storage   ... 

Garage 

Girls'  Dormitory 

Hospital  Building 

Laundry  Equipment 

Power  House  Equipment 

Power  Line 

Power  Plant  Equipment 

Remodeling  House — Town  Farm 

Service  Line,  Conduits 

Schoolhouse  and  Gymnasium .  .  . 

Town  Farm  Property   

Walks 

Water  and  Sewerage 

Water  and  Sewerage  Extension  . 
Tunnels 


138 
138 
146 
138 
138 
129 
138 
127 
127 
138 

127 
146 
146 
127 
138 
127 
146 
138 
138 
138 
138 
146 
138 
127 
138 
146 
138 
146 
386 


1927 
1927 
1929 
1927 
1927 
1922 
1927 
1928 
1928 
1927 

1928 
1929 
1929 
1928 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1927 
1927 
1927 
1927 
1929 
1927 
1928 
1927 
1929 
1927 
1929 
1929 


$13,450.00 

65,000.00 

500.00 

7,000.00 

100,000 .  00 

186,000.00 

27,500.00 

27,500 .  00 

5,000.00 

7,500.00 

2,500.00 

2,190.00 

2,800.00 

3,500.00 

5,000.00 

113,650.00 

105,000.00 

8,340.00 

1,320.00 

2,000.00 

11,350.00 

25,000 .  00 

45,800 .  00 

85,000.00 

8,500.00 

4,000 .  00 

23,760.00 

23,000.00 

12,000.00 


$924,160.00 


$90.19 
159.01 
500.00 

2,825.68 

1,146.49 

24.22 

20,305 .  20 

3,548.75 

4.90 

2,471.57 
1,564.68 

1,722.87 
328.67 

86,245.80 
510.46 


13,363.08 

885.55 

62,890.51 

318.40 

1,633.40 

9,142.06 
824.69 


$210,506.18 


$13,442.15 

64,993.42 

500.00 

6,996.99 

99,999.77 

185,185.38 

27,499.82 

27,347.14 

4,997.34 

7,499 .  40 

2,471.57 

1,564.68 

1,722.87 

3,494.61 

4,999.93 

111,207.47 

510.46 

8,339.05 

1,. 319. 67 

1,999.61 

11,349.82 

13,363.08 

45,799.27 

84,890.44 

8,493.69 

3,547.27 

23,759 .  65 

9,142.06 

824.69 


$777,261.30 


$7 . 85* 
6.58* 

3.01* 

23* 

814! 62* 

.18* 

152.86 

2.66 

.60* 

28,43 
625.32 
1,077.13 
5.39 
.07* 
2,442.53 
104,489.54 
.95* 
.33* 
.39* 
.18* 
11,636.92 
.73* 
109.56 
6.31* 
452.73 
35* 
13,857^94 
11,175.31 


$146,898.70 


$842. 38 S 
146,056.322 


$146,898,701) 


Balance  reverting  to  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  during  year  (mark  item  with  *) .  . 
Balance  carried  to  next  year   

Total  as  above 

Per  Capit.\ 
During  the  year  the  average  number  of  inmates  has  been  861.63. 
Total  cost  for  maintenance,  $379,664.27. 

Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  cost  of  $8.47  (52  weeks  to  year). 
Receipt  from  sales,  $1,369.19. 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of  $.0305. 
All  other  institution  receipts,  $7,509.62. 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of  $.1676. 
Net  weekly  per  capita,  $8.27.  ReSpectfuUy  Submitted, 

Dora  B.  Wesley, 

Treasurer. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES 

As  Adopted  by  the  American  Association  for  the  Study  of  the  Feeble-minded, 

PRESCRIBED    BY    THE    MASSACHUSETTS    DEPARTMENT    OF    MeNTAL    DISEASES 

Table  1 .  —  General  Information 

Data  correct  at  end  of  institution  year  September  30,  1929 

1.  Date  of  opening  as  an  institution  for  feeble-minded,  November  15,  1922 

2.  Type  of  institution:  State. 

3.  Institution  plant: 

Value  of  institution  property  November  30,  1929: 

Real  estate  including  buildings 

Personal  property 


$2,040,776.71 
214,222.50 


Total $2,254,999.21 


Total  acreage  of  main  institution  property,  723.6. 
Total  acreage  under  cultivation  during  year,  116. 

Officers  and  employees: 


Superintendents 

Other  staff  physicians 

Psychologists 

Resident  dentists 

Principal  of  school 

Teachers  of  grade  subjects 

Tfiachers  of  special  subjects 

Social  workers 

Stewards 

Graduate  nurses 

Matrons  (superivising  housekeeper) 

Attendants 

All  others 


ICTUALL 

TIN 

Service 

AT  End 

OF 

Year 

M. 

F. 

T. 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- 

5 

5 

1 

3 

4 

- 

2 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

27 

54 

81 

46 

26 

72 

Vacancies  at  End- 

OF  Year 

M.      F.       T. 


Total  officers  and  employees 

Census  of  patient  population  at  end  of  year. 
In  institution: 


Feeble-minded  (not  epileptic) . 
Others  (specify) . 

I.  Q.  .75  and  over 


79       95     174 


Total 

Enrolled  but  absent  from  institution: 

On  parole 

On  visit 

On  escape  (not  paroled) 

Total 

Grand  Total 


White 

Colored 

M. 

F. 

'1'. 

M. 

F 

T. 

363 

426 

789 

17 

13 

30 

23 

21 

44 

1 

3 

4 













386 

447 

833 

18 

16 

34 

White 

Colored 

M. 

F. 

■i'. 

M. 

F, 

T. 

14 

23 

37 

1 

1 

7 

11 

18 

_ 

28 

6 

34 

1 

- 

1 

49 

40 

89 

1 

1 

2 

435 

487 

922 

M. 

19 
F. 

17 

36 
T. 

n  during  year .  . 

404.7 

455.67 

800.37 

Average  daily  number  of  patients  actually  in  institution  during  year. 

Table  2.  —  Financial  Statement 
See  Treasurer's  Report  for  Data  requested  under  this  table. 

Table  3  (o) .  —  Movement  of  Feeble-minded*  Population 

For  year  beginning  October  1,  1928,  and  ended  September  30,  1929 
Feebleminded  on  books  of  institution  at  beginning  of  institution  year: 

In  institution 

Away  from  institution 


Total . 


Admissions  during  year: 

First  admissions 

Readmissions 

Transfers  from  other  institutions  for  feeble-minded  . 


Total  received  during  year 


Total  on  books  during  year 

Discharges  during  year  (not  including  transfers  and  deaths)   . 
Transfers  to  other  institutions  for  feeble-minded  within  state 

Died  during  year 

Total  discharged,  transferred  and  died  during  year 


M. 

376 

33 

F. 

433 

27 

T. 

809 
60 

409 

460 

869 

20 
3 

1 

21 
2 
1 

41 
5 
2 

24 

24 

48 

433 

8 

1 

1 

10 

484 

9 

1 

6 

16 

917 

17 

2 

7 

26 

•Any  patients  with  epilepsy  who  are  not  feeble-minded  should  be  excluded  from  this  table,  but  included 
in  Table  3-b. 


16 

8.     Feeble-minded  remaining  on  books  of  institution  at  end  of  institution  year: 

In  institution 

Away  from  institution 


Total. 


P.D.  138 


M.        F. 

379      437 

44         31 


T. 
816 
75 


423       468       891 


Table  3  (b).  —  Movement  of  Total  Patient  Population 

For  year  beginning  October  1,  1928,  and  ended  September  30,  1929 
On  books  of  institution  at  beginning  of  institution  year: 


In  institution 

Away  from  institution 


Total 

2.  Received  during  year 

3.  Total  on  books  during  year. 

4.  Discharged: 

Into  community   

To  all  other  institutions .  . 
Died 


Total 

On  books  of  institution  at  end  of  institution  year: 


In  institution 

Away  from  institution 


M. 

F. 

T. 

401 

459 

860 

35 

38 

73 

436 

497 

933 

29 

27 

56 

465 

524 

989 

9 

13 

22 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

7 

11 

20 

31 

M. 

F. 

T. 

404 

463 

867 

50 

41 

91 

Total . 


454       504       958 


Table  4.  —  Mental  Status  of  First  Admissions  and  Readmissions 

Note:   Tables  4-13,  inclusive,  contain  statistics  for  year  ended  September  30,  1929,  and  refer  to  the 

feeble-minded  population  only. 


Mental  Status 

Total 

First  Admissions 

Readmissions 

Idiot 

M. 
2 
6 

15 

F. 
2 
7 

14 

T. 

4 

13 

29 

M.  F.  T. 
2  2  4 
5           6         11 

13         13         26 

M.        F.         T. 

112 

2            13 

Total* 

23 

23 

46 

20         21         41 

3           2           5 

•Total  number  of  first  admissions  and  readmissions,  in  this  and  subsequent  tables  dealing  with  admis- 
sions, should  agree  with  data  given  in  Table  3  (a). 

Table  5.  —  Nativity  of  First  Admissions  and  of  Parents  of  First  Admissions 


Patients 

Parents  of 
Male  Patients 

Parents  of 
Female  Patients 

United  States 

Males  Females  Total 
20        21             41 

Both 

Fathers  Mothers  Parents 

10             10               9 

111 

5               6               5 

111 

2               2               2 
1               -               - 

Both 
Fathers  Mothers  Parents 
17               17             16 

—                 1               — 

111 

Poland 

2                 11 

1                -              - 

Total   

20         21             41 

20             20              18 

21                21              18 

*  Includes  Newfoundland. 

Table  6.  —  Citizenship  of  First  Admissions 


Citizens  by  birth 
Total 


M. 

20 


F. 
21 


T. 
41 


20       21       41 
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Table  7. 
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Age  of  First  Admissions  Classified  with  Reference  to  Mental 
Status 


Age  Group 

Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

M.       F.      T. 
5         16 

11         8       19 
2         6         8 
15         6 
1          1         2 

M.       F.      T. 
1         1         2 
1         1         2 

M.       F.       T. 
2-2 
14         5 
1          1         2 
112 

M.        F.      T. 

2-2 

10  to  14  years 

9         3       12 

15         6 

20  to  24  years 

-         4         4 

112 

Total       

20       21       41 

2         2         4 

5         6       11 

13       13       26 

Table  8.  —  Marital  Condition  of  First  Admissions  Classified  with  Reference 

to  Mental  Status 

Marital  Condition 

i 
1  _ 

Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

M.      F.        T. 

20       20       40 

1          1 

M.      F.       T. 

2         2         4 

M.       F.      T. 
5         6       11 

M.      F.        T. 
13       12       25 

-         1         1 

Total                        

20       21       41 

2         2         4 

5         6       11 

13       13       26 

1 

Table  9.  —  Environment  of  First  Admissions  Classified  with  Reference  to 

Mental  Status 

Enyironment 

Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

M.      F.       T. 
16       19       35 
4         2         6 

M.       F.      T. 
2         2         4 

M.       F.      T. 

5         6       11 

M.     F.       T. 
9       11       20 

Rural    

4         2         6 

Total                        

20       21       41 

2         2         4 

5         6       11 

13       13       26 

Table  10.  —  Economic  Condition  of  Families  of  First  Admissions  Classified  with 
Reference  to  Mental  Status 

;    ■      Economic  Condition 

Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

M.       F.      T. 

14         9       23 
6       10       16 
-         2         2 

M.      F.       T. 

2-2 
1         1 
1         1 

M.      F.       T. 

2  1         3 

3  4         7 
1          1 

M.      F.       T. 
10         8       18 

3         5         8 

Total 

20       21       41 

2         2         4 

5         6       11 

13       13       26 

Table  11.  —  Discharges  Classified  with  Reference  to  Mental  Status  and 

Chronological  Age 

Age  Group 

Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

M.       F.      T. 

M.       F.      T. 

M.       F.      T. 

M.       F.      T. 

2         2         4 
5         2         7 
1         -         1 

-  3         3 

-  2         2 

112 

1         -         1 

2-2 

1         -         1 

1          1 

-         1         1 

3         2         5 

15  to  29  years  

-        2         2 

-         2         2 

Totali 

8         9       17 

112 

4         15 

3         7       10 

1  Total  number  discharged  she 

uld  agree  with  ite 

m  4  in  Table  3  (a) 
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Table  12.  —  Deaths  Classified  with  Reference  to  Mental  Status  and 
Chronological  Age 


Age  Group 


Under  10  years.  .  . 
10  to  14  years. . .  . 
15  to  10  years.  .  .  . 
20  to  24  years.  .  .  . 
25  to  29  years .... 
30  to  34  years. . . . 
35  to  39  years .... 
40  to  44  years.  .  .  . 
45  to  49  years.  .  .  . 
50  to  54  years.  . . . 
55  to  59  years. . . . 
60  years  and  over 


Total 


F.        T. 


Idiot 


M.      F. 
1 


Imbecile 


M. 


T. 


Moron 


M. 


F.       T. 


Total' 


'  Total  deaths  in  this  and  the  following  table  should  agree  with  item  6  in  Table  3  (a). 

Table  13.  —  Causes  of  Death  Classified  with  Reference  to  Mental  Status 


Causes  of  Death 


General  Diseases 

Tuberculosis  of  lungs 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  .  . 
Circulatory  System 

Endocarditis  and  myocarditis 
Respiratory  System 

Lobar  pneumonia 

Genito-Urinary  System 

Chronic  nephritis    

Malformations  

Total 


Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

M.      F. 

T. 

M.      F. 

T. 

M.      F.       T. 

M.      F. 

T., 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1         1 

-         - 

-- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

_         _        _ 

1 

11 

1 

1 

- 

- 

-         -         - 

1 

11 

2 
1 

2 
1 

1 

1 

1         1 

1 

11 

1         6 

7 

1         1 

2 

-         2         2 

3 
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TRUSTEES'    REPORT 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Honorable  Council: 

The  Trustees  have  the  honor  to  present  their  thirteenth  annual  report  for  the 
year  ended  November  30,  1935. 

The  past  year  has  witnessed  an  increasing  demand  on  the  facilities  of  the  insti- 
tution. The  only  appropriation  we  have  had  for  buildings  since  1931  has  been  a 
P.  VV.A.  project  for  an  addition  to  the  Service  Building  and  the  erection  of  a  Canning 
Plant.  There  has,  during  this  time,  been  no  increase  in  our  facilities  for  beds.  Our 
normal  capacity  is  1,250  beds  yet  we  have  crowded  in  1,313  patients.  At  the 
present  time  we  have  a  waiting  list  which  calls  for  one  Boys'  and  one  Girls'  building. 
On  October  24,  the  so-called  48-hour  law  went  into  eiiect  which  necessitated  53 
additional  employees.  Forty-seven  employees  are  now  receiving  money  in  lieu  of 
room  and  are  obliged  to  live  off  the  grounds  as  we  have  no  adequate  quarters.  This 
crowded  situation  creates  an  urgent  need  for  the  following  addition  to  our  physical 
plant: 

1.  Infirmary  Building. 

2.  Employees'  Home  —  100  beds  with  furnishings. 

3.  Boys'  Dormitory  —  110  beds. 

4.  Girls'  Dormitory  —  110  beds. 

5.  Steam,  Vv'^ater  and  Sewer  Extensions. 

6.  Asphalt  Roads,  Walks  and  Grading. 

7.  Addition  to  Boiler  House  and  New  Boiler. 

8.  Laundry  Equipment. 

9.  Contagious  Hospital,  30  beds. 

This  calls  for  an  appropriation  of  approximately  $650,000  which  is  absolutely 
necessary  if  the  institution  is  to  provide  proper  care  for  those  feeble-minded  who 
can  be  benefited  through  institutional  treatment. 

The  tillable  land  now  available  is  entirely  inadequate  for  the  present  and  growing 
needs  of  the  School  population.  It  has  been  worked  intensively  for  a  number  of 
years  with  no  opportunity  for  recuperation.  We  have  been  compelled  to  abandon 
the  raising  of  potatoes  on  land  available  and  turn  to  more  favorable  crops. 

We  urgently  need  land.  Hamilton's  farm  of  approximately  80  acres,  immediately 
adjacent  to  our  recently  acquired  town  farm  property,  is  available  and  can  be  put 
to  work  at  once.  The  Trustees  urgently  recommend  its  immediate  purchase  as 
the  production  of  farm  crops,  to  keep  pace  with  our  population  demands,  requires 
more  tillable  land. 

The  health  of  the  institution  was  good  throughout  the  year.  The  entire  pupil 
population  was  "Dick"  tested  in  January.  There  were  a  few  cases  of  measles  but 
early  inoculation  apparently  furnished  effective  control  so  there  were  no  serious 
complications. 

Social  activities  and  planned  amusements  as  part  of  the  routine  treatment  has, 
as  heretofore,  received  much  thought  and  attention.  Among  the  more  important 
events  was  a  minstrel  show  in  which  the  pupils  participated.  This  show  was  put 
on  three  times  and  on  one  occasion  the  general  public  was  invited.  About  900 
visitors  attended. 

During  the  summer,  two  groups  of  about  75  boys  each,  were  given,  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Management  of  the  ' '  Braves ' '  and  of  the  ' '  Red  Sox ' '  an  opportunity 
to  witness  a  Major  League  Ball  Game.  The  boys  selected  for  these  trips  were 
working  boys  who  had  no  opportunity  to  leave  the  institution  on  vacation  or  visit. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  summer  was  the  development,  by  our 
social  service  worker,  of  a  camp  on  the  upper  reaches  of  Lake  Wickaboag,  at  West 
Brookfield,  for  girls  on  parole  for  whom  no  adequate  arrangement  for  vacation  was 
available.  At  a  small  cost,  girls  were  given  one  or  two  weeks'  vacation  at  camp 
under  the  direction  of  one  of  our  former  supervisors.  The  success  of  this  experiment 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  it  might  well  be  continued  and  enlarged  upon  in  coming 
years. 

The  Superintendent  has,  on  several  occasions,  been  invited  to  address  local 
organizations  on  subjects  relating  to  the  work  of  the  institution.  He  has  delivered 
a  course  of  lectures  to  the  psychology  class  of  Mount  Holyoke  College  and  also 
prepared  a  paper  on  "Parole  of  Mental  Defectives"  which  was  read  at  the  Meeting 
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of  the  American  Association  on  Mental  Deficiency  by  Doctor  Quinn,  of  the  insti- 
tution, who  also  presented  a  paper  of  his  own  on  "Familial  Cerebro-Cerebellar 
Degeneration". 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  a  number  of  clinics  were  held  for  classes  from  Springfield 
College,  International  College  of  Springfield,  Amherst  College,  Massachusetts 
State  College,  Smith  College  and  Mount  Holyoke  College. 

A  great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  Board  is  given  to  the  question  of  discharge  of 
patients.  In  all  cases  the  welfare  of  the  patient  and  the  social  and  economic 
problems  of  the  community  take  precedence  over  the  affectionate  and  economic 
desires  of  the  family.  Our  work  is  frequently  complicated  by  the  problem  of  girls 
who  have  received  all  the  training  the  School  can  give  them,  yet  are  sex  problems 
and,  if  discharged,  would  undoubtedly  become  pregnant,  legitimately  or  otherwise, 
and  thus  add  to  the  public  charges.  These  girls  are  potential  permanent  patients 
and  it  is  regularly  a  question  as  to  how  should  the  Board  look  at  these  cases  in  their 
responsibility  to  the  community.  A  properly  and  well-guarded  sterilization  law 
would  go  far  toward  answering  this  question  and  relieve  the  institution  of  many 
cases  that  do  not  otherwise  need  to  be  kept  there. 

The  importance  of  research  work  in  connection  with  the  treatment  of  mental 
diseases  is,  of  course,  well  recognized.  It  is  the  feeling  of  the  Board  and  the  Staff 
that  an  adequate  plan  should  be  set  up  within  the  Department  whereby  research 
work  and  statistics  of  the  several  institutions  might  be  coordinated,  to  the  ultimate 
advantage  of  all  concerned. 

In  February,  Mrs.  Bessie  F.  Dewey  was  appointed  to  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
taking  the  place  of  Miss  Frances  E.  Cheney  whose  term  had  expired. 

The  Board  wishes  to  acknowledge,  with  great  satisfaction  and  pleasure,  the 
excellent  work  of  the  social  service  department  throughout  the  year  and  the  fine 
spirit  of  unselfish  service  shown  by  the  entire  staff  of  the  institution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Theodore  S.  Bacon,  M.D.,  Chairman  Frederick  A.  Farrar 

Edwin  C.  Gilbert,  M.D.,  Secretary  Elizabeth  D.  Nash 

James  L.  Harrop  John  I.  Donna 

Bessie  F.  Dewey  Trustees. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S   REPORT 
To  the  Trustees  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  for  the  year  ended  November  30,  1935  is  here- 
with submitted. 


Males 

Number  enrolled  November  30,  1934     .        .  599 

Number  actually  resident  November  30,  1934  549 

Admissions  during  the  year     ....  49 

School  cases 36 

Custodial  cases 13 

Observation  cases - 

Received  by  transfer         ....  1 

From  community 28 

Brought  by  Court  and  Police  Officers    .  5 

From  State  Dept.  of  Public  Welfare        .  3 

From  M.S. P. C.C.  and  other  agencies      .  12 

Whole  number  enrolled  during  the  year  .        .  648 

Discharged  during  the  year     ....  44 

To  relatives 4 

Visits  confirmed 11 

Parole  confirmed 2 

Escapes  confirmed 17 

Discharged  by  death 5 

Discharged  to  be  deported  ....  1 

To  be  sent  to  another  hospital    ...  1 

To  Department  for  Defective  Delinquents  1 

Discharged  as  not  feebleminded  ...  1 


Females 

811 

753 

54 

26 

27 

1 

3 

20 

12 

6 

13 

865 

35 

5 

7 

2 

3 


Total 

,410 

,302 

103 

62 

40 

1 

4 

48 

17 

9 

25 

,513 

79 

9 

18 

4 

20 

13 

1 

6 

3 

1 


1 

3 

4 

13 

14* 

27 

603 

830 

1,433 

550 

750 

1,300 

537.49 

740.84 

1,278.33 
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Transferred 

Number  paroled  during  the  year    . 
Number  enrolled  November  30,  1935     . 
Number  actually  present  November  30,  1935 
Daily  average  number  actually  present  . 

*One  was  placed  twice  within  year  and  one  returned  for  hospitalization  and  replaced. 

Admissions.  —  The  authorized  capacity  of  this  institution  is  1,250  beds.  By 
taking  away  the  reading  rooms  and  by  placing  additional  beds  in  all  available 
places  our  accommodations  for  patients  has  been  raised  to  1,310.  As  we  have  had 
no  buildings  for  pupils  for  four  years  the  admitted  rate  has  necessarily  been  affected. 
The  average  figure  is  low  due  to  the  fact  that  so  many  children  are  allowed  out  on 
vacations  during  the  months  of  July  and  August. 

Of  the  103  admissions  during  the  year,  62  were  accepted  on  school  (voluntary) 
papers  and  40  were  committed  through  the  Courts.  One  patient  received  on  an 
observation  paper  was  later  committed.  One  boy  received  from  the  Department 
for  Defective  Delinquents  had  been  placed  there  temporarily  while  awaiting  a 
vacant  bed  at  this  institution.  Forty-eight,  or  nearly  half  of  those  admitted,  were 
brought  by  parents  or  other  relatives.  This  is  encouraging  for  it  bespeaks  an 
acquaintance  with  the  work  of  the  school  and  a  realization  of  the  benefits  to  be 
obtained  in  an  institution  over  and  above  what  can  be  furnished  the  mentally 
deficient  child  in  the  average  home. 

Four  patients  were  received  by  transfer  from  the  Walter  E.  Fernald  State  School, 
9  from  the  Division  of  Child  Guardianship  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
and  11  from  the  M.  S.  P.  C.  C. 

Of  the  females  admitted  during  the  year,  8  had  each  borne  one  illegitimate  child, 
1  had  borne  2  illegitimate  children,  1  had  borne  3  illegitimate  children  and  two  had 
each  borne  4  illegitimate  children. 

Thirteen  of  the  girls  admitted  during  the  year  had  relatives  already  here,  these 
being  respectively,  an  aunt;  two  brothers;  an  uncle;  a  brother;  a  mother;  a  sister; 
a  mother  and  sister;  two  sisters;  a  son;  a  brother  and  sister;  a  sister  and  two 
brothers;  a  half-brother,  sister  and  another  sister  who  has  been  dicsharged.  Of 
the  boys  admitted,  five  had  relatives  here,  they  being  respectively,  an  uncle;  a 
mother  and  uncle;   a  mother;   and  two  boys  each  had  a  sister  already  here. 

At  the  present  time  we  have,  on  the  books  of  the  institution,  several  members 
of  the  same  family,  the  groups  being  made  up  as  follows;  two  of  a  mother  and  five 
children;  one  of  five  sisters;  nine  groups  each  of  four  members;  seventeen  of  three 
members  and  one  hundred  and  one  families  have  two  members  here. 

Fourteen  children  admitted  were  of  Mongolian  type  of  defect;  5  with  epilepsy; 
9  with  congenital  spastic  paralysis;  1  juvenile  tabo-paresis;  3  hamiplegia  and  one 
of  these  with  epilepsy  and  a  psychosis;  1  post-encephalitic;  1  hypo-pituitarism; 
1  microcephaly;    1  with  psychopathy  and  one  girl  admitted  was  a  deaf  mute. 

Statistics.  —  (See  statistical  tables  at  end  of  report.) 

Applications.  —  There  were  102  applications  for  admission  received  during  the 
year,  —  55  males  and  47  females. 

Waiting  List.  —  At  the  end  of  the  year  we  have  a  waiting  list  of  103,  —  52  males 
and  51  females.  The  same  condition  obtains  as  last  year,  —  children  may  be  re- 
ceived only  through  vacancies  caused  by  discharge  or  death. 

Discharges.  —  There  were  79  discharges  during  the  year,  —  44  males  and  35 
females.  Thirteen  of  these  were  by  death,  —  5  males  and  8  females.  The  primary 
causes  of  death  were;  bronchopneumonia,  2;  lobar  pneumonia,  1,  pneumonic 
tuberculosis,  1;  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  1;  pyelonephritis,  1,  malnutrition,  1; 
Vincent's  angina,  1;  streptococcic  septicemia,  1;  acute  otitis  media,  1;  atrophic 
progressive  paralysis,  1;  intestinal  marasmus,  1;  pulmonary  embolism,  1.  Three 
autopsies  were  performed  by  the  Pathologist  for  the  Department. 

Vacations.  —  Our  vacation  period  is  limited  to  the  months  of  July  and  August. 
This  year  120  boys  and  166  girls  were  on  our  vacation  list. 

Health.  —  Generally  speaking,  the  health  of  the  school  has  been  excellent  except 
for  the  seasonal  colds.  In  April,  measles  made  its  appearance  much  to  be  dreaded. 
However,  the  timely  use  of  serum  either  prevented  the  spread  of  the  disease  or  so 
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modified  its  course  that  there  were  few  cases  on  the  one  hand  and  no  complications 
on  the  other.  In  the  boys  in  Nursery  II  the  modified  form  of  measles  appeared  to 
be  desirable  that  permanent  immunity  might  be  established. 

During  1935  the  following  operations  were  performed  by  members  of  the  Con- 
sulting Staff:  For  patients  —  tonsillectomy  and  adenoidectomy,  6;  appendectomy 
and  closure  of  pyloid  ulcer,  1;  fixation  of  mandible,  1;  subtotal  hysterectomy  and 
appendectomy,  1;  biopsy  of  cervix,  1;  excision  of  growth  right  middle  toe,  1; 
abdominal  exploration,  1;  retroflexion  of  uterus,  1;  verruca  about  anus,  1;  exotosis 
terminal  phalange  left  great  toe,  1.  For  employees  —  hysterectomy  sub-total,  1; 
tonsillectomy  and  adenoidectomy,  5; 

One  employee,  Mr  James  Macauley,  died  from  cerebral  hemorrhage  on  August 
thirtieth.  He  was  stricken  at  the  wheel  of  his  car  while  riding  through  the  grounds. 
Mr.  Macauley  had  had  long  service  at  the  school  as  tractor  driver. 

Educational  Department.  The  enrollment  of  pupils  in  various  classes  from  Dec. 
1,  1934  through  November  30,  1935  is  as  follows: 

Number  attending  graded  classes  .... 

Number  attending  kindergarten     .... 

Number  attending  sense  training    .... 

Number  attending  cooking  from  graded  classes  . 

Number  attending  cooking  from  other  departments 

Number  attending  sewing  from  graded  classes     . 

Number  attending  manual  training 

Number  attending  music  from  school  classes 

Number  attending  physical  training  from  school  classes 

Number  attending  physical  training  and  music  from  other  depts. 

Number  attending  violin  classes  from  other  departments 

Graduation  exercises  were  held  on  June  21,  five  girls  and  three  boys  graduating 
from  grade  classes.    The  address  was  given  by  Rev.  Rockwell  Smith  of  Ware. 

On  June  seventh  the  annual  exhibit  of  the  pupils  in  our  music  and  gymnasium 
classes  was  held,  a  very  pleasing  performance  being  presented. 

In  October  the  work  of  this  department  was  on  exhibit  in  the  various  class 
rooms  during  the  Annual  Exhibit.  This  department  has  reason  to  be  proud  of 
the  handwork  of  the  pupils  as  displayed  on  this  occasion. 

During  the  year  three  teachers  resigned  to  be  married  necessitating  a  rearrange- 
ment of  the  teaching  personnel  with  subsequent  re-employment  of  others. 

Lecture  Course.  —  A  course  of  twelve  lectures  in  the  care  and  supervision  of 
patients  was  conducted  by  the  medical  and  supervisory  staffs  for  the  instruction 
of  the  ward  employees. 

Report  of  Educational  Department.     (See  Head  Teacher's  Report). 

Industrial  Departments.  —  The  Industrial  Departments  are  both  successfully 
engaged  in  supplying  the  institution's  needs  for  utilitarian  and  decorative  products. 
The  sale  by  the  Canteen  of  handwork  has  given  from  profits  a  fund  which  can  be 
used  for  the  benefit  of  the  patients.  Radios  for  the  wards:  special  entertainments; 
and  other  forms  of  amusement  such  as  games;  etc.,  are  provided  by  this  fund. 

The  products  of  the  Girls'  Industrial  Department  are  listed  below:  14  balls; 
59  bath  mats;  103  strings  of  beads;  2  bean  bags;  68  berets;  2  bootees;  86  bureau 
scarfs;  117  caps;  2  centerpieces;  10  chair  back  sets;  5  chair  seats;  2  collars;  5 
curtains;  81  curtain  pulls:  23  doilies;  4  dolls;  4  dresser  sets,  180  face  cloths;  9 
floor  runners;  865  pr.  half  hose;  1  hat;  2  holders;  1  knitted  suit;  14  leggings,  2 
luncheon  sets;  26  pr.  mittens;  34  napkin  rings;  2  pieces  of  green  netting;  1  picture; 
36  pillows;  1  pillow  top;  1  pin  cushion;  1  plant  basket;  12  pool  table  pockets; 
32  rag  dolls;  323  hooked,  braided,  woven  rugs,  10  cross-stitch  rugs;  6  knitted 
scarfs;  5  skirts;  2  socks;  1  sofa  pillow;  55  stuffed  toys;  154  sweaters;  16  table 
mats;  25  table  runners;  3  table  sets;  30  tie  backs;  1  towel;  2  waffle  weave  sets; 
a  total  of  2,440  articles. 

The  products  of  the  boys'  department  are  as  follows:  4  auto  spoke  brushes;  60 
barn  brooms;  312  bath  brushes;  19  block  polishers;  3  bookcases;  12  bottle  brushes; 
2  bread  boards;  1  checker  board;  30  checkers;  96  clothes  brushes;  3  clothing 
boxes;    60  counter  brushes;    1  dish  tray,    4  dressing  tables;    24  dry  floor  mops; 
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36  dustless  floor  mops;  3  fern  stands;  180  finger  nail  brushes;  48  floor  brushes; 
1  floor  polisher;  1  floor  scraper;  1  gate;  120  gong  brushes;  48  hair  mattresses; 
18  hair  pillows,  30  hopper  brushes,  924  house  brooms,  12  kapok  pillows;  15  oak 
settees;  2  painters'  dust  brushes;  6  parcheesi  boards;  96  parcheesi  playing  pieces; 
12  parcheesi  dice;  8  pillows,  2  pool  sticks,  105  radiator  brushes,  2  rope  block 
polishers,  7  rope  drag  floor  polishers,  948  scrub  brushes,  84  shoe  brushes,  48 
shoe  daubers;  6  special  floor  rubbers  84  squeegee  brushes,  24  street  brooms,  1 
table,  1  tooth  brush  rack,  4  towel  hampers;  1  towel  rack,  119  yds.  of  toweling; 
3  tray  stands;  2  tube  brushes;  6  umbrella  stands;  72  wall  brushes;  6  waste  baskets; 
1  wooden  basket;   2  wooden  benches;   a  total  of  3,672  articles. 

The  Junior  Industrial  Department.  —  The  efforts  of  this  department  to  develop 
the  hand  working  abilities  of  the  lower  grades  and  physically  handicapped  have 
been  satisfyingly  successful.  These  children  find  great  delight  in  "doing"  and  the 
fine  quality  of  their  work  demands  serious  consideration  and  approval.  Much  of 
the  output  of  these  groups  (boys  and  girls)  is  put  to  practical  use  in  the  wards. 
This  is  especially  true  of  clothing. 

The  total  value  of  all  articles  produced  in  the  Girls'  Industrial  Department  for 
the  year  was  $2,068.47  and  in  the  Boys'  Industrial  Department  $2,214.10,  a  total 
value  of  $4,282.57. 

Sewing  Room.  —  Engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  all  sorts  of  useful  clothing  and 
furnishings  this  department  in  1935  turned  out  30,375  articles,  listed  below:  963 
aprons,  102  bags,  14  basketball  suits,  25  bed  coats,  33  bed  spreads,  368  bibs,  513 
bloomers,  36  blouses,  762  brassieres,  12  breech  cloths,  1,225  candy  bags,  12  caps, 
24  coffee  urn  bags,  16  choir  gowns,  27  coats,  3  couch  covers,  4  crib  pads,  9  crib 
screens,  132  curtains,  6  deep  kettle  bags,  6  dental  gowns,  98  diapers,  12  door 
silencers,  4  drapes,  985  dresses,  12  extractor  covers,  4  filter  cloths,  243  food  covers, 
35  garterwaists,  570  handkerchiefs,  144  holders,  24  hot  water  bottle  covers,  24  ice 
bag  covers,  15  jumpers,  172  kimonos,  204  kitchen  holders,  45  knickers,  431  laundry 
bags,  2  mattress  covers,  65  mattress  ticks,  59  middy  blouses,  8  minstrel  costumes, 
2,760  napkins,  878  nightgowns,  528  nightshirts,  6  Operating  Room  covers,  496 
overalls,  4  painter's  drop  cloths,  25  pajama  trousers,  439  pants,  956  panties,  1,821 
pillow  slips,  12  pot  holders,  18  precaution  gowns,  19  rubber  pillow  cases,  2,100 
sanitaries,  507  sanitary  belts,  12  scrub  gowns,  1,856  sheets,  1,155  shirts,  10  shorts, 
1  skirt,  88  slips,  26  smocks,  12  steam  table  covers,  27  suits,  6  surgeon's  gowns,  36 
T  binders,  64  table  cloths,  66  ties,  7,557  towels,  2  transom  covers,  6  tray  cloths, 
783  uniforms,  613  unionalls,  15  wheel  chair  pads,  and  43  window  shades.  During 
the  same  period,  118,867  articles  were  mended.  These  included  514  blankets,  8,352 
bloomers,  14,981  dresses,  5,047  kitchen  aprons,  9,036  nightgowns,  9^543  overalls, 
452  pajamas,  2,497  pants,  2,808  pillow  slips,  5,028  sheets,  11,354  shirts,  2,156 
spreads,  5,233  stockings,  253  sweaters,  441  table  cloths,  12,071  towels,  9,365 
pieces  of  underwear,    and  various  other  articles. 

Additional  Employees.  —  Under  the  operation  of  the  so-called  48-hour  law,  fifty- 
three  new  employees  were  added  to  our  quota.  Because  of  lack  of  housing  accom- 
modations forty-seven  of  these  persons  are  obliged  to  room  out  in  the  Town  of 
Belchel-town. 

Psychological  Department.  —  (See  Psychologist's  report). 

Social  Service  Department.  —  (See  Social  Worker's  report). 

Religious  Services.  —  Religious  services  are  conducted  each  Sabbath;  services 
for  Catholic  patients  in  the  morning  and  for  the  Protestant  patients  in  the  after- 
noon. Services  for  the  Hebrew  patients  are  conducted  once  each  quarter.  Special 
services  and  burial  services  are  conducted  when  desirable.  The  school  choir  assists 
at  all  services  and  renders  special  music  on  occasion. 

Entertainments.  —  As  ever  entertainment  must  be  a  large  feature  of  the  school 
activities.  For  forty  weeks  we  have  weekly  movies.  Christmas  and  Fourth  of 
July  are  two  celebrations  of  note.  1935  delivered  a  wonderful  bit  of  weather  for 
the  4th  of  July  so  that  parade,  sports,  dinner,  games  and  fireworks  were  not  marred 
by  poor  weather.  This  year  formal  basketball,  under  direction  of  an  instructor, 
was  introduced  for  both  sexes.  Summer  sports,  especially  baseball,  were  constant 
activities. 
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In  the  way  of  special  treats  and  entertainment  the  following  entertainments 
were  ori'ered: 

March  15  —  Belchertown  State  School  Minstrel  Show  to  which  all  the  Rotarians 
and  families  from  surroundings  cities  and  towns  were  invited. 

On  May  23  —  75  boys  were  given  passes  to  the  Red  Sox  Ball  Park.  On  June 
13  —  another  similar  group  went  to  Braves  Field.  Both  groups  were  guests  of  the 
respective  managements. 

On  July  15  —  there  was  inaugurated,  by  way  of  experiment,  a  camp  at  Lake 
Wickaboag  for  girls  on  parole  who  had  no  means  of  taking  a  planned  vacation.  It 
seemed  to  be  very  successful.     (See  report  of  Social  Service  Department.) 

On  August  31  —  41  school  girls  were  taken  for  a  ride  and  picnic. 

On  September  4  —  a  magician  entertained  the  pupils. 

On  November  13  the  girls  of  the  school  put  on  an  "Amateur  Night"  and  on 
November  28,  Thanksgiving,  the  Musical  Bargerons  put  on  an  evening  of  music 
and  dancing. 

Annual  Exhibit.  —  On  October  8  and  9  the  annual  exhibit  of  the  work  of  the 
various  training  departments  of  the  school  was  held,  being  attended  by  several 
hundred  visitors. 

Activities.  —  Activities  this  year  have  been  generally  limited  to  clearing  land, 
grading,  sowing  lawn  seed  and  such  developmental  work. 

No  increase  in  bed  capacity  has  been  provided  during  the  year.  The  canning 
plant  has  been  completed  and  is  of  great  service. 

Work  on  walks  and  roads  has  been  halted  by  lack  of  appropriations. 

Maintenance  Departments.  —  Under  Repairs  and  Renewals  appropriations  there 
have  been  completed  the  following  projects: 

Encased  steel  beams,  filter  beds. 

Repaired  generator  turbine.  Power  House 

Painted  buildings  at  Farm  Colony 

Waterproofed  wall  of  School  Building 

Installed  oil-burning  equipment.  Service  Building 

Installed  blower  and  ducts  in  grain-grinding  room 

Dirt  roads  oiled 

Repaired  roof  of  ice-machine  room 

Slate  roof  for  Employees'  Cottage  3 

Play  pavilions  built  for  Dormitories  A  and  K 

Weatherstripping  Employees  Cottages 

Grilles  installed  on  Toilet  Room  —  Girls'  Industrial  Building 

Unit  heaters  installed  in  room  under  A  and  K  airing  platforms 

Power  lawn  mower  purchased 

Built  culvert  for  brook  at  rear  of  Store  and  Garage 

Installed  3  CO2  recorders  at  Power  House 

Built  retaining  wall  at  Power  Plant. 

Farm.  —  1935  was  an  unsatisfactory  season  by  reason  of  excessive  moisture  early 
in  the  summer  and  excessive  drought  in  August.  No  rain  fell  from  July  28  to 
September  4.  Potatoes  did  very  poorly  and  are  to  be  given  up  to  permit  use  of  land 
for  hay  and  other  products. 

Our  herd  has  done  well,  maintaining  excellent  milk  production  of  13,630  lbs. 
per  cow.  We  still  maintain  an  accredited  herd,  free,  also,  from  mastitis  and  in- 
infectious  aborticin.  The  herd  is  annually  inoculated  against  haemorrhagic  sep- 
ticaemia. 

Six  acres  of  land,  filled  with  rocks  and  some  ledge  have  been  completely  reclaimed 
for  cultivation.  We  do  need  urgently  more  arable  land  which  has  been  requested 
for  lo  these  many  years. 

Pork  production  increased  over  1934  by  8,420.7  lbs. 

Turkey  raising  from  purchased  poults  gave  us  turkey  at  Thanksgiving  for  17.66 
cents  per  pound.    Eggs  were  produced  at  a  cost  of  18.9  cents  per  dozen. 

Total  acreage  reclaimed  6  acres,  roads  built  and  repaired  3  miles,  cleared  land 
producing  47,000  ft.  of  lumber,  120  cords  of  wood,  10  cords  of  sawdust  and  several 
thousand  tons  of  stone  drawn  to  the  stone  crusher  for  use  at  the  school. 
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Details  of  farm  products  are  as  follows:  305,784  qts.  of  milk,  16,776.4  dozen  eggs, 
the  following  in  pounds:  beef  2,719.5,  pork  43,934.5,  broilers  4,431.5,  chicken  39, 
fowl  7,018.25,  turkeys  1,310,  ducks  160.5,  geese  246,  honey  15,  ensilage  350  tons, 
mangels  33.75  tons,  manure  produced  1,152  loads.  Amount  received  from  sales  of 
calves  and  hides  $142.58. 

The  following  vegetables  and  other  products  are  given  in  pounds:  asparagus 
385.5,  dry  beans  1,500,  Lima  beans  1,487.25,  shell  beans,  4,832,  string  beans 

18.003.75,  beets  47,569.5,  beet  greens  3,078.75,  broccoli  213.25,  Brussels  sprouts 
64,  cabbage  49,236,  cantaloupes  12,798,  carrots  31,565.25,  cauliflower  8,583,  celery 
4,624.5,  chard  11,146.5,  corn  18,723,  cucumbers  33,810.25,  dandelions  2,250.5, 
egg  plant  206,  lettuce  5,042,  onions  77,987,  parsley  15.25,  parsnips  10,544.75, 
peppers  3,750.75,  potatoes  102,226,  pumpkin  5,694.25,  radishes  752,  rhubarb 
2,833.75,  scallions  91,  spinach  21,487.75,  summer  squash  15,151,  winter  squash 

33.664.76,  tomatoes  60,125.75,  turnips  74,559.5,  apples  15,934,  crab  apples  36, 
blackberries  1,125,  cherries  1,661.75,  grapes  9,672.75,  pears  355.5,  plums  687, 
raspberries  1,092.375,  strawberries  4,924. 

Canning  Department.  —  This  department  continues  to  justify  its  operation  by 
turning  out  a  great  amount  of  superior  products  for  home  consumption.  This 
year  208,597  lbs.  of  food  products  were  conserved  and  this  material  has  a  market 
value  of  $4,434.09. 

Following  is  a  list  in  pounds  of  foodstuffs  used  in  canning:  apples,  seconds,  1,856 
grapes,  4,241;  plums,  687;  strawberries,  853;  shell  beans,  2,805;  string  beans 
12,659.5;  beets,  32,987.5;  cabbage,  10,663;  carrots, 22,594.75;  cauliflower,  1,019 
corn,  8,793,  cucumbers,  19,707,  onions,  2,328;  peas,  5,743;  peppers,  3,176 
spinach  14,987.5;  summer  squash,  878;  winter  squash,  12,118;  tomatoes,  47,030 
fowl,  3,471. 

Visitors.  —  In  addition  to  those  coming  to  the  school  with  various  groups  to 
attend  clinics,  we  have  been  privileged  to  entertain  President  and  Mrs.  Baker  of 
Massachusetts  State  College;  three  teachers  from  Warehouse  Point,  Conn.;  and 
two  teachers  from  Laconia  State  School  in  New  Hampshire. 

Lectures  and  Clinics.  —  The  superintendent  and  assistants  provided  instruction 
for  groups  of  students  by  means  of  lectures  and  clinics.  Such  groups  comprised 
students  from  Massachusetts  State  College,  Smith  College,  Mt.  Holyoke  College, 
Amherst  College,  Springfield  College  and  International  College. 

Talks  were  given  before  the  Westfield  Medical  Society,  Sunday  Evening  Forum 
of  2nd  Congregational  Church  of  Holyoke,  Southampton  Womans'  Club,  Rotary 
Club  of  Amherst,  D.  A.  R.  of  Holyoke,  Senior  class  at  Mt.  Holyoke,  Convocation 
at  Massachusetts  State  College,  Mothers'  Club  of  Cummington,  Parent-Teachers 
Association  of  New  Salem,  Northampton  Rotary  Club,  Men's  Club  M.  E.  Church 
in  Chicopee. 

A  careful  examination  of  our  population  as  of  November  1,  1935,  indicates  that 
of  our  patients,  idiots  comprise  10.91%,  imbeciles  33.24%;  and  morons  55.83%. 
Of  these  pupils  52.3%  are  apparently  familial  cases,  27%  are  undetermined,  6.7% 
are  known  to  be  post-infectional  and  2.6%  are  epileptic.  Fifty  Mongoloid  defects 
furnish  3.5%  of  population.   Little's  Disease  2.3%. 

Acknowledgments.  —  Friends  of  the  institution  have  made  the  following  dona- 
tions: candy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Northup;  jig-saw  puzzles,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Streeter; 
five  dollars,  Mr.  I.  H.  Selvin;  valentines,  Amherst  Junior  Red  Cross;  large  lot  of 
toys,  Forbes  and  Wallace;  magazines,  Mrs.  Ashley  W.  Piatt;  scrapbooks,  Green- 
field Juvenile  Grange;  magazines,  Clapp  Memorial  Library;  75  passes  for  ball 
game,  Manager  of  Boston  Red  Sox;  75  passes  for  ball  game,  Manager  of  Boston 
Braves;  candy  and  dolls,  Mrs.  F.  R.  Krampits;  radio,  Mrs.  Pauline  Stiner,  sub- 
scription to  "Leisure",  Mrs.  William  Wolff;  subscription  to  "Leisure",  Mr.  R.  M. 
Kenney;   magazines,  Mr.  Frederick  E.  Atwood. 

It  is  my  desire  to  express  to  your  Board  my  gratitude  for  your  continued  interest 
in  the  school  and  for  your  support  of  the  administration  of  its  affairs. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  E.  McPherson,  M.D., 

Superintendent. 
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CHANGES   IN    STAFF 

R.  Bernard  Leclair,  M.  D.,  appointed  as  Assistant  Physician  September  1,  1930, 
resigned  Marcii  30,  1935,  to  go  into  private  practice  in  Ware. 

Elinor  Trandem,  M.  D.,  appointed  Assistant  Physician  June  1,  1935,  and  re- 
signed July  31,  1935. 

Elizabeth  L.  Muth,  M.  D.  appointed  as  Assistant  Physician  September  25,  1935. 

Herbert  L.  Flynn,  M.  D.  appointed  as  Assistant  Physician  September  1,  1930, 
promoted  to  Senior  Physician  November  1,  1935. 

REPORT   OF   THE    EDUCATIONAL    DEPARTMENT 
To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  a  report  of  the  work  of  the  Educational  Department 
for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1935. 

The  enrollment  of  pupils  in  the  different  classes  has  increased  some  during  the 
past  year,  especially  in  the  kindergarten  and  sense  training  divisions.  We  have 
been  admitting  children  of  a  lower  mental  age  to  the  sense  training  classes  during 
the  past  year  which  partly  explains  the  attendance.  There  are  more  boys  than  girls 
enrolled  in  all  academic  classes.  We  have  had  twenty-four  girls  from  other  depart- 
ments in  cooking  classes  this  year  in  addition  to  four  classes  of  school  girls.  Twenty- 
one  older  girls  have  reported  for  a  half-hour  of  violin  practice  daily  with  the  music 
teacher. 

The  sewing  classes,  composed  of  school  girls,  made  stuflf;ed  toys  of  rubber  and 
cloth  which  were  distributed  in  the  wards.  They  have  also  completed  quite  a  few 
undergarments,  and  night-gowns,  an  embroidered  bed  spread  and  other  useful 
articles. 

The  manual  training  classes  made  a  good  many  wooden  toys  besides  doing  re- 
pair work  and  making  some  simple  furniture.  The  boys  take  great  pride  in  a  doll 
house  which  they  made  and  furnished.  It  has  now  been  turned  over  to  the  girls 
for  draperies,  table  covers,  and  such  finishing  touches.  A  class  of  boys  did  very 
successful  repair  work  on  a  large  number  of  badly  worn  library  books. 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  manual  training  instructor,  the  print  shop  has  turned 
out  a  good  deal  of  work.  Thousands  of  labels  to  be  used  in  marking  canned  goods, 
and  many  blank  forms  to  be  used  in  different  departments  of  the  institution  were 
printed.    Diplomas,  tickets,  and  entertainment  programs  are  also  printed  here. 

There  is  a  noticeable  improvement  in  the  work  of  some  of  the  pupils  in  the  classes 
in  physical  training.  Some  pupils  who  did  almost  nothing,  upon  entering  the 
classes,  have  overcome  their  first  fear  and  are  now  eager  to  try  everything.  Be- 
havior problems  in  study  classes  never  need  correction  in  the  gymnasium.  Out-door 
games  take  the  place  of  gymnasium  work  in  the  spring  and  fall  when  the  weather 
permits.    Last  winter  the  pupils  enjoyed  ice  skating  on  our  own  rink. 

During  the  year  the  orchestra  added  pleasantly  to  the  program  of  several  enter- 
tainments. There  were  about  thirty  members  who  did  not  seem  to  lose  interest 
or  enthusiasm.  At  present  the  orchestra  is  somewhat  handicapped  by  the  loss  of 
several  original  members  who  have  been  transferred.  Those  who  have  taken  their 
places  lack  training  but  not  interest. 

The  teachers  conducted  ward  parties  twice  a  month  during  the  winter  and  early 
spring  in  four  dormitories.  The  children  enjoy  singing  and  playing  active  games, 
and  many  volunteer  for  solo  work  in  singing  and  dancing.  This  readiness  to  take 
part  is  a  help  in  preparing  entertainments  of  local  talent.  The  teachers  arranged 
different  plays  and  programs  during  the  year  with  and  for  patients.  The  teachers 
also  helped  with  costumes  and  in  other  ways  for  the  annual  minstrel  show  and 
Fourth  of  July  parade,  which  are  very  popular  here  and  given  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Westwell. 

For  our  part  in  the  annual  exhibition  of  all  the  work  of  the  institution  our  regular 
classrooms  were  used.  The  children  in  the  higher  grades  put  a  good  deal  of  time 
and  interest  into  the  study  of  cotton  from  the  seed  to  finished  products.  They 
collected  literature  and  samples  of  cotton  products  which  they  displayed.  Other 
grade  classes  had  attractive  sand  table  projects.  Specimens  of  all  types  of  school 
work  were  on  display  and  attracted  many  visiting  teachers  from  other  institutions 
and  special  classes  in  public  schools. 
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Five  girls  and  three  boys  were  given  diplomas  in  June  for  having  completed 
sixth  grade  work  in  at  least  three  subjects  besides  handwork.  Exercises  were  held 
in  which  the  graduates  took  part  by  recitations  and  singing.  The  orchestra  played 
several  selections  and  the  violin  class  of  school  girls  played.  Rev.  Rockwell  C. 
Smith  made  a  brief  address,  and  Dr.  Karl  V.  Quinn,  assistant  superintendent,  pre- 
sented the  diplomas  in  the  absence  of  the  superintendent. 

The  teachers  attended  the  Convention  for  special  class  teachers  held  in  Spring- 
field in  January,  and  the  Hampden  County  Teachers'  Convention  in  the  same  city 
in  October. 

Two  teachers  who  had  been  employed  at  the  institution  for  five  years  each  and 
one  who  had  been  here  four  years,  resigned  to  be  married.  They  had  been  efficient, 
conscientious  teachers  and  we  were  sorry  to  have  them  go.  The  teachers  who  have 
taken  their  places  have  excellent  records  of  their  work  in  training  and  have  taken 
up  their  duties  with  interest  and  enthusiasm. 

All  my  assistants  have  shown  interest  in  the  institution  and  a  good  spirit  of  co- 
operation during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Bertha  S.  Harris, 

Head  Teacher. 

REPORT   OF   THE    SOCIAL   SERVICE    DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  a  report  of  the  work  of  the  Social  Service  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1935. 

There  has  been  a  total  of  1,572  cases  handled  during  the  past  year,  —  748  male, 
824  female.  These  cases  were  classified  as  —  new,  797;  renewed,  215;  continued 
from  month  to  month,  558;    cooperating  with  other  institutions,  2. 

The  major  work  of  the  department  covers  two  phases,  namely  the  taking  of 
histories  and  making  of  social  investigations,  and  the  placing  and  supervising  of 
those  patients  on  parole  in  the  community. 

Histories  taken  numbered  797.  These  were  divided  as  follows:  Cases  newly 
admitted  to  the  institution.  111,  travelling  clinic  cases,  556;  outpatients,  99; 
juvenile  delinquents,  31.  Investigations  were  made  in  858  cases.  These  included 
home  visits  and  contacts  with  agencies  and  other  community  sources.  There  were 
188  cases  of  patients  in  the  institution  in  v/hich  the  department  made  social  invest- 
gations  covering  such  matters  as  requests  for  visit,  vacation,  or  discharge,  and  the 
location  of  relatives.  In  making  the  home  visits,  especially  in  the  cases  of  new 
patients,  the  social  worker  frequently  finds  opportunity  for  real  service  in  inter- 
preting the  School  to  the  parents  who  are  often  upset  and  distraught  by  the  separ- 
ation from  them  of  a  helpless  and  dependent  child. 

Personal  services,  numbering  103,  were  given  to  patients  both  in  and  outside  the 
institution,  including  banking,  transportation,  and  supervised  shopping. 

There  has  been  supervision  of  89  cases  during  the  year.  There  are  73  under 
parole  supervision  at  the  present  time  —  male,  23;  female,  50.  Two  of  this 
number  are  classed  as  supervised  visits.  A  third  case  is  a  paroled  patient  from 
Walter  E.  Fernald  State  School,  living  with  relatives  in  the  vicinity  of  this  insti- 
tution and  visited  by  this  department.  The  changes  among  the  paroled  patients 
are  as  follows:  Placed,  27  —  13  male,  14  female;  returned,  12  —  4  male,  8  female; 
escaped,  3  —  1  male,  2  female;  discharged,  4  —  2  male,  2  female.  The  majority 
of  those  returned  this  year  were  brought  back  for  two  reasons  —  inability  to  adjust 
in  the  home,  and  changed  conditions  in  the  home  making  their  help  no  longer 
needed.  There  have  been  no  returns  for  actual  misconduct  while  on  parole,  and 
none  for  economic  reasons.  The  wage  level  has  not  changed  much  during  the  year, 
wages  ranging  from  three  to  five  dollars  a  week  for  the  girls,  and  eight  to  fifteen 
dollars  per  month  for  the  boys.  There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  demand  for  the 
services  of  the  trained  feebleminded  patients.  This  would  seem  to  be  attributed  to 
the  government  camps  and  work  projects  which  have  enlisted  the  larger  part  of  the 
unskilled  help.  There  were  two  girls  and  one  boy  who  escaped  from  their  homes. 
Efforts  were  made  to  locate  them  but  so  far  they  have  not  been  heard  from. 
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Four  paroled  patients  were  discharged,  —  two  girls  and  two  boys.  0|ne  of  the 
girls  was  discharged  to  relatives  in  another  state.  The  other  girl  was  found  to  have 
been  married  unknown  to  the  social  worker.  After  consideration  by  the  Superin- 
tendent and  Board  of  Trustees  it  was  voted  to  discharge  her  from  the  School.  The 
two  boys  were  discharged  because  of  successful  parole  and  good  adjusment.  One 
boy  is  well  established  on  a  large  fruit  farm.  The  other  operates  his  own  shoe 
repair  shop. 

There  have  been  49  requests  for  placement  homes.  Investigations  were  made 
in  each  case  and  27  of  them  recommended  as  suitable  and  patients  placed  in  them. 

Six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  visits  were  made  to  patients  on  parole  and  their 
employers.  One  hundred  and  fifty-two  calls  were  made  to  others  in  the  interests  of 
the  patients. 

It  has  been  the  desire  of  the  social  workers  for  a  number  of  years,  that  some  plan 
might  be  evolved  whereby  those  on  parole  for  a  long  period  of  time  should  have  a 
short  vacation  from  their  homes  and  duties.  This  seemed  especially  desirable  for 
some  of  the  girls,  many  of  whom  become  restless  and  have  little  to  which  to  look 
forward.  With  the  approval  of  the  Superintendent  an  experiment  was  tried  this 
year  which  was  felt  to  be  a  decided  success.  A  cottage  on  a  lake  was  rented  for 
two  weeks,  July  15  to  29.  Five  girls  were  given  a  vacation  for  the  two  weeks  and 
seven  others  were  given  one  week,  the  groups  divided  so  that  eight  and  nine  girls 
were  in  the  camp  each  week.  The  girls  paid  twelve  dollars  a  week.  Permission  was 
given  for  them  to  draw  this  from  their  savings  accounts.  The  camp  was  supervised 
by  Mrs.  Helen  A.  Miner,  former  supervisor  at  the  School.  She  entered  into  the 
plan  with  enthusiasm  and  much  of  the  success  of  the  experiment  was  due  to  her 
wise  and  experienced  handling.  The  camp  was  a  decided  benefit  to  the  girls.  Many 
of  them  gained  weight,  and  it  gave  them  a  care-free,  happy  time  under  conditions 
which  were  no  different  from  those  enjoyed  by  any  group  of  normal  girls.  The 
after-results  have  been  good,  as  the  girls  seem  to  have  a  better  attitude  toward  their 
work,  and  some  of  them  have  started  a  special  vacation  savings  account  that  they 
may  have  the  money  to  go  next  year.  It  is  hoped  that  the  camp  may  become  a 
permanent  plan,  and  that  more  girls  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  two  weeks'  vaca- 
tion during  a  month  or  longer  next  summer. 

The  workers  attended  three  days  of  the  National  Conference  of  Social  Workers 
held  in  Montreal,  June  12  to  15.  These  meetings  were  a  source  of  stimulus  and 
afforded  opportunity  to  hear  speakers  from  various  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  They  also  attended  one  session  of  the  Massachusetts  Council  of  Social 
Workers  at  Wellesley,  September  12;  the  Conference  of  State  School  Social  Workers 
in  the  Eastern  States  at  Letchworth  Village,  Thiells,  New  York,  October  7  and  8; 
three  of  the  monthly  conferences  of  State  School  Social  Workers  of  the  Depart- 
ment at  the  State  House,  Boston. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alice  E.  Twing, 

Psychiatric  Social  Worker. 

REPORT   OF   THE    DEPARTMENT   OF   PSYCHOLOGY 
To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
November  30,  1935. 

The  groups  to  which  the  Stanford  Revision  of  the  Binet-Simon  test  were  given 
remain  nearly  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

1.  Admissions:  Upon  admission  each  child  was  given  a  Binet  test.  Those  who 
had  been  examined  as  out-patients  a  short  time  before  were  not  re-examined.  79 
were  tested  this  year. 

2.  Re-tests  of  school  children:  The  pupils  in  the  educational  department  were 
each  re-examined  with  the  Binet  test  to  note  development  during  the  year.  The 
results  were  added  to  the  correlation  charts  in  the  medical  cases.  This  group 
numbered  167. 

3.  Re-tests  of  old  cases:  Routine  examinations  were  made  on  patients  who  have 
not  been  examined  for  three  or  four  years.    Most  of  these  were  over  16  years  of  age 
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and  showed  very  little  change  in  mental  age  and  I.  Q.    The  number  of  this  group  is 
smaller  than  before,  270. 

4.  Out-patients:  Children  brought  from  outside  were  examined  in  the  out-patient 
department  and  a  correlation  chart  was  made  for  each  one.  This  year  there  were 
111  of  these  children. 

5.  School  clinic  cases:  Children  referred  to  the  traveling  school  clinic  by  the 
authorities  in  the  public  schools  were  given  Binet  tests.  The  clinic,  consisting  of  the 
physician  in  charge,  the  psychometrist,  and  a  social  worker,  examined  723  cases  this 
year. 

6.  Delinquent  Cases:  The  traveling  school  clinic  also  examined  the  juvenile 
delinquent  court  cases  which  numbered  30  for  the  year. 

7.  Court  Cases:   Only  3  Binet  tests  were  given  to  court  cases  this  year. 

8.  Examinations  were  made  of  a  group  of  deaf  children  in  the  parochial  schools 
of  Holyoke.  This  was  done  at  the  request  of  the  Holyoke  ERA  workers  who  were 
considering  the  possibility  of  a  class  of  deaf  children.    Sixteen  were  examined. 

The  following  list  gives  the  number  of  cases  examined  in  1935: 

Admissions 79         School  Clinic  cases        .        .        .  723 

Re-tests  of  School  Children.        .     167         Juvenile  Delinquents    ...  30 

Re-tests  of  old  cases      .        .        .     270         Court  cases 3 

Out-patients Ill         Deaf  children         ....  16 

1,399 
Additional  tests:  It  is  desirable  to  have  some  idea  of  the  manual  ability  of  our 
patients  and  a  good  many  tests  were  given  to  determine  this  as  well  as  we  can.  The 
tests  of  manual  ability  are  not  very  accurate  but  they  do  measure  something 
different  from  the  Binet  tests.  This  year  the  Cornell  Coxe  Performance  Ability 
Scale  was  substituted  almost  wholly  for  the  Pintner-Patterson  performance  tests 
with  the  older  children.  The  Merrill  Palmer  test  was  used  with  the  nursery  group. 
The  children  in  the  educational  department  were  given  the  Kuhlmann-Anderson 
group  test  which  serves  as  a  check  on  the  results  of  the  Binet  test. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Katherine  R.  Harris, 

Psychologist. 

REPORT   OF   THE    DENTAL   DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertoivn  State  School: 

The  following  report  of  the  Dental  Department  for  the  year  ending  November 
30,  1935,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  Dental  Department  was  without  the  services  of  a 
Hygienist  for  several  weeks  during  the  past  year,  examinations  indicate  that 
progress  has  been  made  along  the  lines  of  Preventive  Dentistry. 

A  list  of  the  dental  operations  follows:  examinations,  1,794;  prophylaxis,  1,794; 
miscellaneous  treatments,  996;  fillings,  880;  extractions,  488;  X-rays,  39;  arti- 
ficial dentures  supplied,  22,  dentures  repaired,  18,  porcelain-pin  crowns  attached,  6. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Arthur  E.  Westwell,  D.M.D., 

Dentist. 

REPORT   OF   THE    TRAVELING   SCHOOL    CLINIC 
To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Belchertown  State  School: 

I  hereby  submit  to  you  the  traveling  school  clinic  report  for  the  year  which  ended 
November  30,  1935. 

In  contrast  to  the  practice  in  past  years  when  I  reported  directly  to  you  the  work 
accomplished  by  the  clinic,  it  has  been  arranged  that  this  report  will  be  sent  to  you 
directly  from  the  State  House.  About  a  year  ago  it  was  decided  at  a  school  clinic 
meeting  that  the  fifteen  school  clinics  should  report  monthly  the  major  findings 
and  recommendations  on  each  school  clinic  case  examined,  in  contrast  to  the  pro- 
cedure in  previous  years  when  the  clinic  sent  in  reports  only  on  the  children  who 
proved  to  be  feebleminded.     Although  this  new  procedure  requires  a  great  deal 
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more  time,  especially  on  the  part  of  the  clerks,  there  is  some  compensation  for  the 
greater  effort,  for  the  Director  of  Statistics  and  Research  is  to  prepare  the  statistical 
report  yearly. 

During  the  course  of  the  fiscal  year  the  clinic  visited  12  school  districts,  testing 
approximately  735  children  in  22  towns.  The  clinic  has  been  fairly  successful  in 
impressing  on  the  various  school  superintendents  the  necessity  of  scattering  its 
work  throughout  the  year,  as  a  result  of  which  it  is  possible  to  work  steadily  from 
the  opening  of  school  with  intentional  interruptions  between  districts  for  the  purpose 
of  completion  of  the  clerical  work  concerned.  As  a  result  there  were  no  cases  last 
June  of  late  submission  of  lists. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  delay  on  the  part  of  the  clinic  in  reporting  its  findings  to 
the  school  superintendents,  as  an  experiment  during  the  year  in  the  case  of  Pitts- 
field,  where  181  children  were  examined,  it  was  arranegd  that  school  tests  be  com- 
pleted before  the  clinic  began  its  work.  This  met  with  only  partial  success,  for 
there  is  of  necessity  delay  in  securing  social  histories  for  the  entire  school  groups  in 
order  of  the  clinic's  completed  work,  as  well  as  inadequate  clerical  services.  If 
cooperation  like  that  of  Pittsfield  could  be  secured  in  all  districts,  it  is  felt  that 
delay  in  reporting  the  findings  might  be  less  than  by  the  present  arrangement  when 
one  or  two  months  elapse  from  the  time  the  clinic  leaves  the  school  district  before 
it  reports  its  findings.  I  do  not  wish  to  infer  that  cooperation  is  lacking  on  the  part 
of  other  school  superintendents,  but  merely  to  question  whether  at  this  time  it 
would  be  possible  to  secure  school  tests  in  all  districts  in  advance  of  the  clinic's  visit. 
It  is  quite  probable  that  this  change  in  procedure  would  have  to  be  gradual,  initi- 
ating a  few  of  the  districts  each  year.  Failure  to  progress  gradually  into  the  new 
system  would  unquestionably  hamper  the  work  of  the  clinic,  with  resulting  waste 
of  time  because  of  delayed  submission  to  us  of  completed  school  tests.  In  view  of 
the  excellent  cooperation  secured  from  the  various  school  superintendents  in  past 
years,  I  do  not  question  the  success  of  any  new  method  which  might  appear  mutually 
beneficial  as  to  merit. 

Because  of  the  increasing  volume  of  work,  it  was  advised  at  a  central  meeting 
about  a  year  ago  to  forego  the  testing  of  all  special  class  pupils  every  two  years, 
testing  only  those  pupils  in  special  classes  whose  improvement  justifies  the  tests. 
Although  the  clinic  intended  to  discourage  the  submission  of  special  class  groups 
for  testing  every  two  years,  it  did  not  apply  the  regulation  last  year  for  in  many 
cases  there  appeared  to  persist  the  desirability  of  this  periodic  test. 

From  observation  it  would  appear  that  special  classes  are  not  performing  the 
function  originally  intended  for  them.  One  is  quite  impressed  by  the  apparent 
superiority  of  pupils  in  a  class  at  Belchertown  State  School  over  an  average  special 
class.  In  view  of  the  inability  of  State  Schools  to  accommodate  new  admissions,  it 
is  thought  inadvisable  to  recommend  that  the  lower  grade  pupils  be  excluded  from 
the  special  class,  although  this  would  appear  advisable  to  elevate  the  special  class 
to  its  proper  function. 

During  the  present  fiscal  year  the  traveling  school  clinic  tested  26  male  and  4 
female  Juvenile  Delinquents  referred  for  examination  from  four  District  Courts. 
Six  were  tested  at  the  Adams  District  Court,  eleven  at  the  Greenfield  District  Court, 
tv/elve  at  the  Holyoke  District  Court,  and  one  at  the  Eastern  Hampshire  District 
Court.  Eleven  were  found  to  be  feebleminded,  seven  borderline,  six  dull  and  six 
normal.  Of  this  group,  it  was  advised  that  four  be  given  further  trial  in  the  com- 
munity, that  14  be  committed  to  industrial  schools,  that  eleven  be  committed  to 
Belchertown  State  School,  and  that  1  be  committed  to  the  Department  for  Defec- 
tive Delinquents  at  Bridgewater. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Herbert  L.  Flynn,  M.D. 

VALUATION 

November  30,  1935 
Real  Estate 

Land,  774.1  acres $28,858.00 

Buildings  and  Betterments 2,696,827.77 

$2,725,685.77 
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Personal  Property 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses $10,246.55 

Food 10,945.44 

Clothing  and  materials 19,457.71 

Furnishings  and  liousehold  supplies 187,598.25 

Medical  and  general  care 48,623.42 

Heat  and  other  plant  operation 19,933.39 

Farm 55,179.92 

Garage  and  grounds 12,246.76 

Repairs 37,845.69 

$402,077.13 
Summary 

Real  estate $2,725,685.77 

Personal  property 402,077.13 

$3,127,762.90 


FINANCIAL    REPORT 

To  the  Department  of  Mental  Diseases: 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  finances  of  this  institution  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1935. 

STATEMENT    OF    EARNINGS 

Board  of  Patients §7,988.93 

Personal  services: 

Reimbursement  from  Board  of  Retirement 135.00 

Sales: 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses 

Food 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies 

Medical  and  general  care 

Heat  and  other  plant  operations 

Repairs  ordinary 

Farm 


$1.00 
728.00 

.75 

95.72 

.50 

23.83 
142.58 


Total  Sales 


992.38 


S9,116.31 
9,116.31 


$3,879.46 
453,950.00 


Total  earnings  for  the  year 

Total  cash  receipts  reverting  and  transferred  to  the  State  Treasurer        ....■> 

Maintenance  Appropriation 

Balance  from  previous  year,  brought  forward 

Appropriation,  current  year 

Total $457,829.46 

Expenditures  as  Follows: 

1.  Personal  services .  $229,543.73 

2.  Food 71,186.73 

3.  Medical  and  general  care 6,175.02 

4.  Religious  instruction 1,530.00 

5.  Farm 32,043.02 

6.  Heat  and  other  plant  operation 47,915.53 

7.  Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses 5,410.60 

8.  Garage  and  grounds 5,086.68 

Clothing  and  materials 17,078.86 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies 20,432.66 

11.  Repairs  ordinary 9,464.81 

12.  Repairs  and  renewals 9,658.56 


10. 


Total  Maintenance  expenditures $455,526.10 

Balance  of  maintenance  appropriation,  November  30,  1935 


Special  Ar'PRorRiATiONS 
Balance  December  1,  1934,  brought  forward         .... 
Appropriations  for  current  year 


Total 

Expended  during  the  year  (see  statement  below) 
Reverting  to  Treasury  of  Commonwealth 

Balance  November  30,  1935,  carried  to  next  year 


$2,303.36 


$67,869.12 
11,000.00 


$78,869.12 
69,763.94 


$9,115.18 


Appropriation 

Act 

or 

Resolve 

Total 

Amount 

Appropriated 

Expended 

during 
Fiscal  Year 

Total 

Expended 

to  Date 

Balance 
at  End 
of  Year 

P.W.A.  Project  M.  40  Docket  1806 

Additional  oven 

Metal  shelving  —  bins    .... 

1934 
1935 
1935 

$102,000.00 
4,500.00 
2,500.00 

$69,721.87 
32.07 

$99,852.75 
32.07 

$2,147.25 
4,500.00 
2,467.93 
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Per  Capita 
Diirinu:  the  year  the  average  number  of  patients  has  been,  1,278.33. 
Total  cost  of  maintenance,  $455,526.  10 

Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  cost  of  (52  weeks  to  year),  S6.8527 
Total  receipts  for  the  year,  $9,116.31. 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of,  $.137 
Total  net  cost  of  maintenance  for  year,  $446,409.79. 
Net  weekly  per  capita  $6.7157 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Dora  B.  Wesley,  Treasurer. 


STATISTICAL   TABLES 
As  Adopted  by  the  American  Association  on  Mental  Deficiency 
Prescribed  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Mental  Disaeses 
Table  1.   General  Information 

Date  of  opening  as  an  institution  for  mental  defectives,  November  15,  1922 

Type  of  institution:    State 

Institution  plant 

Value  of  institution  property 

Real  estate,  including  buildings $2,696,827,77 

Personal  property 402,077.13 

Total  acreage  of  main  institution  property,  774.1 28,858.00 

Total $3,127,762.90 

Total  acreage  under  cultivation  during  year,  140.5 

Officers  and  employees: 

Actually  in  Service  Vacancies  at  End 

at  End  of  Year  of  Year 

M.  F.  T.  M.  F.             T. 

Superintendents 1  -  1  -  -               - 

Assistant  superintendents 1  -  1  -  -               - 

Other  staff  physicians 2  2  4  -  -               - 

Psychologist -  1  1  -  -               - 

Resident  dentists 1  -  1  -  -               - 

Principal  of  school -  1  1  -  —               — 

Teachers  of  grade  subjects -  5  5  -  -               - 

Teachers  of  special  subjects          ....        5  9  14  1  -                1 

Social  workers.    - -  3  3  -  -               - 

Stewards 1  -  1  -  - 

Graduate  nurses -  5  5  -  -               - 

Matrons 1  12  13 

Attendants 50  92  142 

All  others 58  43  101  -  1                1 

Total  officers  and  employees         .        .        .  120            173  293                        1                1                2 
Census  of  Patient  Population  at  the  end  of  year: 

In  institution  White  Colored 

M.            F.  T.                    M.            F.             T. 

Mental  defectives  (not  epileptic)          .        .        .  490           709  1,199                      13              20             33 

Mental  Defectives  (epileptics)      ....  16               6  22                        1                -                1 

Epileptics  (not  mentally  defective)      ...  1                -  1                        -               -               - 

Not  Mental  Defective 15              13  28                        2                1                3 

Total 522  728  1,250  16  21  37 

Enrolled  but  Absent  from  Institution: 

White  Colored 

M.  F.  T.  M.  F.  T. 

On  parole 23  44  67  1  2  3 

On  visit 15  19  34  -                1  1 

On  escape  (not  paroled) 15  3  18  1                1  2 

Total 53  66  119  2  4  6 

Grand  Total 575  794        1,369  18  25  43 

M.  F.  M. 

Average  daily  number  of  patients  actually  in  institution  during  year       .   537.49  740.84  1,278.33 
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Table  2.   Movement  of  Feeble-minded  Population 

(Data  in  all  of  the  following  tables  are  based  on  the  Statistical  Year,  October  1,  1934  to  September  30,  1935) 


Regular  Court 

Total 

Commitment 

Voluntary 

Obser- 

vation 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M.  F.  T. 

Patients  on  books  of  institution  Sept. 

30,  1934 

593 

799 

1,392 

365 

593 

958 

227 

206 

433 

1     -     1 

Admissions  during  year: 

First  admissions 

41 

50 

91 

15 

23 

38 

26 

77 

53 

_     _     _ 

Readmissions 

1 

2 

3 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

_     _     _ 

Total  admissions      .... 

42 

52 

94 

IS 

24 

39 

27 

28 

55 

—     —     — 

Transfers  from  other  institutions  for 

mental  defectives      .... 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

_     _     _ 

Total  received  during  year     . 

43 

54 

97 

16 

25 

41 

27 

29 

56 

_     _     _ 

Total  on  books  during  year    . 

636 

853 

1,489 

381 

618 

999 

254 

235 

489 

1     -     1 

Discharged  from  books  during  year: 

Capable  of  self-support 

3 

5 

8 

3 

4 

7 

_ 

1 

1 

_     _     _ 

Capable  of  partial  self-support 

27 

8 

35 

19 

7 

26 

7 

1 

8 

1     -     1 

Incapable  of  productive  work    . 

6 

11 

17 

1 

6 

7 

5 

5 

10 

_     _     _ 

Total  discharged  to  community     . 

36 

24 

60 

23 

17 

40 

12 

7 

19 

1     -     1 

Transferred  to  other  institutions  for 

mental  defectives      .... 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

_     _     _ 

Died  during  year          .... 

6 

8 

14 

3 

2 

5 

3 

6 

9 

_     _     _ 

Total  discharged,  transferred  and  died 

during  year 

43 

34 

77 

27 

20 

47 

15 

14 

29 

1     -     1 

Patients  remaining  on  books  of  institu- 

tion at  end  of  year: 

In  institution 

538 

749 

1,287 

308 

535 

843 

230 

214 

444 

_     _     _ 

On  parole  or  otherwise  absent    . 

55 

70 

125 

46 

63 

109 

9 

7 

16 

_     _     _ 

Total 

593 

819 

1,412 

354 

598 

952 

239 

221 

460 

_     _     _ 

SUPPLEMENTARY    DATA 

M. 

Average  daily  number  of  patients  on  books  during  year     ....    599.07 

Actually  in  institution  during  vear 537.08 

On  parole 19.88 

On  visit 22.73 

On  escape 19.38 

Number  of  patients  actually  remaining  in  institution  September  30,  1935: 

State 521 

Reimbursing 17 

Number  of  patients  not  mentally  defective  actually  in  institution  September 
30,  1935  — Others 17 

Patients  placed  on  parole  during  year 13 

Patients  returned  from  parole  during  year 4 

Table  3.    Clinical  Classifications  of  First  Admissions,  1935,  by  Mental  Status 


F. 

T. 

814.38 

1,413.45 

740.70 

1,277.78 

44.08 

63.96 

25.37 

48.04 

4.29 

23.67 

725 

1,246 

24 

41 

14 

31 

12 

25 

4 

8 

Clinical  Groups 


Familial  .... 
Mongolism  .... 
With  developmental  cranial 

anomalies. 
With    congenital    cerebral 

spastic  infantile  paralyses 
Post-infectional   . 
Post-traumatic  —  natal 
Post-traumatic  —  post-natal     1 
With  epilepsy,  symptomatic      1 
With  epilepsy,  idiopathic  . 
Undifferentiated . 


Total 


Not 

Total 

[diot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

Mentally 

Defective 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M.    F.     T. 

15 

25 

40 

_ 

1 

1 

5 

6 

11 

9 

18 

27 

1       -       1 

4 

5 

9 

2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

5 

- 

- 

- 

-       -      - 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

-      -       - 

4 

4 

8 

1 

2 

3 

3 

2 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_      _      _ 

5 

1 

il     1 

1 

4 

9 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

1 

4 

2 

6 

-      -       - 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-      -      - 

9 

1 
10 

1 
19 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 
2 

1 

5 

3 

7 

10 

1       -       1 

41 

50 

91 

6 

7 

13 

17 

16 

33 

16 

27 

43 

2-2 

Table  4.    Clinical  Classification  of  Readmissions,  1935,  by  Mental  Status 


Clinical  Groups 


Familial 
Mongolism   . 
Post-infectional 

Total     . 


Total 

Imbec 

lI.E 

1 

VIORON 

M.    F.     T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F.     T. 

1       1 
1       -       1 
-       1       1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1        1 
1        1 

1        2       3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2       2 
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Tablk  5.    Nativity  of  First  Admissions  and  of  Parents  of  First  Admissions,  1935 


Parents  of  Male 

Parents  of  Female 

Patients 

Patients 

Patients 

Nativity 



Both 

Both 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Fathers   Mothers  Parents 

Fathers   Mothers  Parents 

United  States  >     .        .        . 

40 

48 

88 

23             25             22 

20             30              18 

Canada" 

1 

- 

1 

4               2                2 

3                1                1 

England 

- 

- 

- 

1 

-               -               - 

Greece    . 

- 

- 

- 

1                1                1 
1                2                1 

1                1                1 

Italy       . 

_ 

- 

- 

6               5                5 

Poland   . 

- 

1 

1 

5                5                5 

8                6               6 

Russia    . 

- 

- 

- 

1                1                1 

2                1                1 

Scotland 

- 

- 

- 

2                2                1 

1                 2                 1 

South  America 

- 

- 

- 

1                -               - 

-               -               - 

Spain 

- 

- 

- 

1                -               - 

-               -               - 

Sweden 

- 

1 

1 

-                2                - 

1                1                1 

Other  Countries 

- 

- 

- 

_                _                _ 

1                1                1 

Unknown 

- 

- 

- 

2               -               - 

7                2                1 

Total 

41 

50 

91 

41              41              33 

50             50             36 

'Persons  born  in  Hawaii,  Porto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands  should  be  recorded  as  born  in  the  United  States. 
"Includes  Newfoundland. 

Table  6.    Citizenship  of  First  Admissions,  1935 

Males    Females    Total 

Citizens  by  birth 40  48  88 

Aliens 1  2  3 


Total 41 


Table  7.   Age  of  First  Admissions  Classified  hy  Mental  Status,  1935 

Not 
Mentally 
Defective 


Age  Group 


0  to  4  years 
5  to  9  years 
10  to  14  years 
15  to  19  years 
20  to  24  years 
25  to  29  years 
35  to  39  years 
40  to  44  years 

Total     . 


Idiot 


Imbecile 


Moron 


M.     F.     T. 


10     15 

7     18 


41     50     91 


M.     F.     T. 


7     13 


17     16     33 


10     16 

4       6 


16     27     43 


M.     F.     T. 


2-2 
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Table  8.   Marital  Condition  of  First  Admis^sions,  1935,  by  Mental  Status 


Marital  Condition 


Married 
Separated 


Total 


Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

Mentally 
Defective 

M.     F.     T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M.     F.     T. 

M.    F.    T. 

M. 

F.     T. 

41     46     87 
3       3 

6 

7 

13 

17     16     33 

16     23     39 

-       3       3 

1        1 

2 

-       2 

-       1        1 

- 

- 

- 

-       -      - 

- 

-       - 

41     50     91 

6 

7 

13 

17     16     33 

16     27     43 

2 

2 

Table  9.    Population  of  Place  of  Residence  of  First  Admissions,  1935,  by  Mental 

Status 


Not 

Total 

Idiot 

Imbec 

LE 

Moron 

M 

entally 

Population  of 

Place 

Defective 

OF  Residen 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M 

F.     T. 

0  to    2,499 

5 

7 

12 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

10 

_ 

_      _ 

2,500  to    9,999 

9 

14 

23 

2 

1 

3 

4 

5 

9 

3 

8 

11 

- 

—      — 

10,000  to  24,999 

8 

6 

14 

1 

— 

1 

6 

-» 

8 

- 

4 

4 

1 

1 

25,000  to  49,999 

5 

6 

11 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

4 

3 

1 

4 

- 

-       - 

50,000  to  99,999 

3 

5 

8 

1 

9 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

3 

1 

-       1 

100,000  to  249,999 

11 

12 

23 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

9 

6 

5 

11 

- 

- 

Total     . 

41 

50 

91 

6 

7 

13 

17 

16 

33 

16 

27 

43 

2 

-       2 

Table  10.   Economic  Condition  of  Families  of  First  Admissions,  1935,  by  Mental 

Status 


Not 

Total 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

M 

entaly 

Economic 

Condition 

Defectilve 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M.     F.     T. 

M 

.     F.     T 

Dependent   . 

29 

36 

65 

4 

4 

8 

10 

10 

20 

14     22     36 

1 

-       1 

Marginal 

10 

14 

24 

1 

3 

4 

6 

6 

12 

2       5       7 

1 

1 

Comfortable 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_       _       _ 

- 

-      — 

Unknown 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

-       -       - 

- 

- 

Total     . 

41 

50 

91 

6 

7 

13 

17 

16 

33 

16     27    -43 

2 

-       2 

Table  11.   Discharges  1935,  by  Mental  Status  and  Chronological  Age  at  Discharge 


Not 

Total 

Idiot 

Imbec 

LE 

Moron 

M 

ENTALLY 

Age  Group 

Defective 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M 

F.       T. 

5  to    9  years 

9 

1 

3 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

10  to  14  years 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

—         — 

15  to  19  years 

8 

5 

13 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

6 

2 

-       2 

20  to  24  years      . 

.      22 

11 

33 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

18 

10 

28 

3 

-       3 

25  to  29  vears      . 

3 

6 

9 

— 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

1 

3 

4 

- 

1        1 

40  to  44  years 

■ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total     . 

.      36 

24 

60 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

11 

24 

15 

39 

6 

1       7 

20 
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Table  13.   Clinical  Classification  of  Discharge,  1935,  by  Capability  of  Patient  on 

Discharge 


Clinical  Group 

Total 

Capable 
OF  Self- 
support 

Capable  of 

Partial  Self 

Support 

Incapable  of 

Productive 

Work 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M.    F.  T. 

M.     F.     T. 

M.     F.     T. 

Familial 

With  developmental  cranial  anomalies 
With  congenital  cerebral  spastic  infantile  pa- 
ralyses           

Post-infectional 

With  epilepsy  —  idiopathic          .... 

Undifferentiated 

Other  forms 

19 

1 

1 

1 
14 

10 

1 
3 

9 
1 

29 
1 

1 

4 

1 

23 

1 

2       2       4 

_      _      _ 

1       3       4 

15     3       18 

1       -       1 

11       4     15 

1        1 

2       5       7 
1       -       1 

1        1 

1  3       4 

2  2       4 

Total 

36 

24 

60 

3       5       8 

27     8       35 

6     11     17 

Table  14.    Deaths,  1935,  by  Mental  Status  and  Chronological  Age  at  Death 


Age  Group 


Total 


0  to    4  years  .... 

5  to    9  years  .... 

10  to  14  years  .... 

15  to  19  years  .... 

20  to  24  years  .... 

25  to  29  years  .... 

30  to  34  years  .... 

Total 6 


Idiot 


Imbecile 


Moron 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

2 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 
3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 
1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
2 

1 

: 

1 

- 

: 

: 

- 

1 

1 

1 
1 

Table  15.   Clinical  Classification  of  Patients  Dying  in  the  Institution,  1935,  by 

Causes  of  Death 


Causes  of  Death 

Total 

Familial 

Mongolism 

With  congen- 
ital cerebral 
spastic  infan- 
tile paralyses 

M.    F.     T. 

M.     F.     T. 

M.     F.     T. 

M.    F.     T. 

Infectious  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system    . 

Purulent  infection,  septicemia  (nonpuerperal) 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  and  of  the  Organs 

of  Special  Sense: 

Meningitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  spinal  cord 

Diseases  of  the  organs  of  special  sense  (ear, 

mastoid  and  eye) 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

Bronchopneumonia  (including  capillary  bron- 
chitis)         

Lobar  pneumonia 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  (tub- 
erculosis excepted)          

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System: 

Diseases  of  the  pharynx  and  tonsils 

Diarrhea  and  enteritis 

Diseases  of  the  Genito-  Urinary  System: 

Other  diseases  of  the  kidneys  and  ureters 
(puerperal  diseases  excepted) 
111  Defined  Causes  of  Death         ... 

1       -       1 
1       -       1 

1       -       1 
1       1 

1       1 

1       1 
3-3 

1        1 

1        1 
1        1 

1        1 
1        1 

-       -       - 

1       -       1 
1       -       1 

-      -      - 

-       -       - 

1        1 

-       -       - 

1       -       1 

1       -       1 

1        1 

1        1 

_      _      _ 

Total 

6       8     14 

1        1 

3       2       5 

1        1        2 
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Table  15.    Clinical  Classification  of  Patients  Dying  in  the  Institution,  1935,  by 
Causes  of  Death  —  Concluded 


Causes  of  Death 

Post- 
infectional 

Post- 

traumatic- 

natal 

With 
epilepsy- 
idiopathic 

Undiffer- 
entiated 

M.     F.     T. 

M.    F.     T. 

M.     F.     T. 

M.     F.     T. 

Infectious  and  Parasitic  Deases: 

Tuberculosis  of  tne  respiratory  system     . 

Purulent  infection,  septicemia  (nonpuerperal) 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  and  of  the  Organs 

of  Special  Sense: 

Meningitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  spinal  cord 

Diseases  of  the  organs  of  special  sense  (ear, 

mastoid  and  eye) 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System: 

Bronchopneumonia  (including  capillary  bron- 
cnitis) 

Lobar  pneumonia 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  (tub- 
erculosis excepted) 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System: 

Diseases  of  the  pharynx  and  tonsils 

Diarrhea  and  enteritis 

Diseases  of  the  Geniio-Urinary  Stysem: 

Other  diseases  of  the  kidneys  and  ureters 
(puerperal  diseases  excepted) 
111  Defined  Causes  of  Death 

1       -       1 

1        1 

-       -       - 

-      -      - 

1       -       1 

-       -       - 

-       1       1 

-       -       - 

-       -       - 

Total                

1        1 

1       1 

1       -       1 

1       2       3 

Table   16.   Average  Length  of  School  Stay  during  the  Present  Admission  of  Cases  in 
Residence  on  September  30,  1935 


Mental  Status 


Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

Not  Mentally  Defective 

Total 538 


Average  Length  of 


Number 

Residence  in 

Years 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

84 

72 

156 

7.73 

8.39 

8.03 

220 

224 

444 

8.26 

8.66 

8.38 

216 

439 

655 

6.29 

6.77 

6.61 

18 

14 

32 

6.44 

4.57 

5.62 

1,287 


Table  17. 


Clinical  Classification  of  Cases  in  Residence  on  September  30,  1935,  by 
Mental  Status  and  Sex 


Not 

Clinical  Groups 

rOTAL 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

Mentally 

Defective 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F.     T. 

Familial      .... 

234 

421 

655 

14 

17 

31 

81 

107 

188 

129 

2.<)7 

4^1 

10 

5      15 

Mongolism 

27 

20 

47 

12 

7 

19 

14 

13 

77 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

-       - 

With  developmental  cranial 

anomalies 

14 

5 

19 

6 

1 

7 

6 

3 

9 

2 

1 

3 

— 

_       - 

With  congenital  cerebral 

spastic  infantile 

paralyses 

16 

18 

34 

5 

8 

13 

9 

10 

19 

2 

— 

2 

— 

—       - 

Post-infectional 

40 

50 

90 

7 

6 

13 

18 

14 

3? 

14 

?9 

43 

1 

1        2 

Post-traumatic-natal 

8 

4 

12 

- 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

Post-traumatic-post- natal 

3 

- 

3 

2 

— 

?. 

_ 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

- 

-       - 

With  epilepsy-symptomatic 

2 

4 

6 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

- 

-       - 

With  epilepsy-idiopathic 

18 

13 

31 

8 

6 

14 

5 

6 

11 

5 

1 

6 

— 

-       - 

With  endocrine  disorder 

1 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

- 

—       - 

With  familial  amaurosis  . 

- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_       - 

With  tuberous  sclerosis    . 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_       - 

Undifferentiated 

169 

197 

366 

78 

:>3 

51 

83 

56 

1.S9 

53 

110 

163 

5 

8     13 

Other  forms 

5 

13 

18 

1 

2 

3 

8 

8 

3 

3 

6 

1 

1 

Total  .... 

538 

749  1,287 

84 

72 

156 

220 

224 

444 

216 

439 

655 

18 

14     32 
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TRUSTEES'  REPORT 
To   His   Excellency,  The   Governor,  the   General   Court   and.    the   Department  of  Mental 

Health: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Belchertown  State  School  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith 
their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1939. 

Regular  monthly  meetings  have  been  held  throughout  the  year  excepting  the  vacation 
months  of  July  and  August. 


i 


P.D. 138  3 

Inspection  visits  to  the  various  departments  of  the  institution  have  been  made  by 
members  of  the  Board  at  intervals  throughout  the  course  of  the  year. 

In  December  of  1938,  Mr.  Eugene  O'Neil,  of  Chicopee  Falls,  was  appointed  to  the 
Board  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  the  late  Frank  D.  Fuller. 

The  meetings  of  the  Board  are  largely  devoted  to  consideration  of  requests  for  dis- 
charge of  patients:  in  many  instances  members  of  the  family  appear  before  the  Board 
supporting  the  request.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  institution  would  tend  to  encour- 
age discharge  if  only  to  provide  room  for  the  long  waiting  list  of  those  needing  institu- 
tional care.  Yet  the  discharges  are  few  compared  with  the  number  of  requests  con- 
sidered. Those  not  approved  for  discharge  were  denied  because  of  continued  instability 
and  the  need  for  further  training  or  apparent  inability  on  the  part  of  the  family  to 
appreciate  or  provide  the  degree  of  supervision  needed  for  the  future  progress  of  the 
patient.  Fortunately,  however,  this  is  not  true  in  all  cases  and  many  patients  are  able 
to  leave  the  institution  and  live  a  moderately  active  and  useful  life  in  the  community. 

While  appreciating  the  desirability  and  need  for  conservatism  in  state  expenditures 
we  still  feel  it  our  responsibility  to  again  stress  as  in  previous  reports  the  physical  needs 
of  the  institution. 

For  several  years  the  population  of  the  school  has  been  in  excess  of  the  legal  limit. 
Some  departments  have  been  continuously  overcrowded  with  resulting  inefficiency  in 
handling  certain  cases  and  inconvenience  to  the  personnel. 

There  have  been  no  additional  facilities  granted  since  1931,  yet  the  original  plan  for 
the  school,  based  on  a  conservative  estimate  of  the  needs  of  the  community  it  serves, 
provided  for  a  capacity  of  2,500  beds.  It  is  our  well  considered  opinion  that  the  needs 
of  the  community  are  such  that  an  early  provision  should  be  made  for  the  completion 
of  this  program. 

Our  immediate  needs  are  for: 

1 .  An  infirmary  so  that  a  proper  reclassification  may  be  made  of  patients  in  buildings 
"A"  and  "K",  girls  and  boys  respectively,  permitting  these  buildings  to  be  used  for 
ambulatory  cases. 

2.  Two  cottages  for  officers  and  families  now  living  in  improper  quarters. 

3.  The  equivalent  of  four  cottages  for  employees  who  are  now  obliged  to  live  outside 
the  institution. 

4.  Appropriation  to  surface  more  roads,  provide  additional  walks  and  do  more  grading. 

5.  Another  dormitory  for  boys  and  one  for  girls. 

6.  There  should  be  an  addition  of  60  beds  to  the  hospital. 

7.  We  should  have  a  contageous  hospital,  one  floor  to  be  devoted  to  cases  of  tuberculo- 
sis. 

Additional  farm  land  is  needed.  This  is  to  a  certain  extent  a  self  liquidation  proposition 
because  of  the  low  cost  production  of  food  produced  and  it  should  certainly  be  provided 
in  anticipation  of  added  bed  capacity. 

We  w^ould  again  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  institution  in  1938  was  the  first 
to  give  effect  to  the  authorization  for  placement  of  patients  in  homes. 

The  success  of  this  plan  has  justified  its  continuance  and  enlargement  and  it  is  our 
belief  that  it  is  going  to  be  an  important  factor  in  the  future  development  of  such  insti- 
tution. Four  colonies  of  10  patients  each  are  now  in  operation  and  have  proven  to  be  an 
acceptable  method  of  placement  in  family  care.  Unless  furnished  additional  bed  ca- 
pacity by  new  buildings  such  placement  is  the  only  method  by  which  any  reasonable 
number  of  new  patients  can  be  admitted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
James  L.  Harrop,  Chairman  Bessie  F.  Dewey 

Edwin  C.  Gilbert,  M.D.,  Secretary  James  H.  Dillon 

Elizabeth  D.  Nash  Fred  P.  Bulman 

Eugene  J.  O'Neil 

Trustees 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Belchertoion  State  School: 

Herewith  submitted  is  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  for  the  year  ended 
November  30,  1939. 

Number  enrolled  November  30,  1938    . 
Number  actually  resident  November  30,  1938 
Admissions  during  the  year     . 

School  (or  voluntary)  commitment 

Custodial  commitment 

By  transfer 

Through  court  and  police  officers 

Parents  or  relatives 

School  departments 

Various  agencies    .... 

From  other  institutions 

from  escape 

Whole  number  enrolled  during  the  year 
Discharged  during  the  year 

By  transfer     . 

From  parole  . 

From  visit 

From  escape  . 

From  family  care 

Regular  discharge 

By  death  within  the  institution . 
Number  paroled  during  the  year   . 
Number  enrolled  November  30,  1939 
Number  actually  present  November  30,  1939 
Number  on  books  but  outside  institution,  Nov.  30, 1939 
Daily  average  number  actually  present  during  year  .     543.93         741 .25  1,285.18 

*Ten  of  these  were  returned  to  institution  for  short  periods  and  returned  to  parole  during  year. 

Admissions. — The  officially  approved  capacity  of  this  school  is  set  at  1,102  beds. 
We  can  accommodate  1,250  without  too  great  crowding.  Circumstances  have  forced 
us  to  give  up  day  space  so  that  we  have  placed  1,325  beds  for  use  of  patients.  Such 
conditions  make  it  ha.rd  for  any  waiting  list  to  be  reconciled  to  necessarily  prolonged 
delays  in  the  matter  of  admissions. 

There  were  4  transfers  during  the  year  from  Waverley  and  Wrentham,  one  of  the 
girls  transferred  having  several  relatives  in  this  institution.  The  3  transferred  to  the 
other  schools  had  relatives  near  Boston  who  had  requested  the  transfer. 

Of  the  females  admitted  during  the  year,  6  of  them  had  each  borne  1  illegitimate 
child;  1  had  borne  2;  1  had  borne  3;  1  had  borne  8  children,  3  of  whom  were  illegitimate; 
1  had  borne  11  children,  5  of  whom  were  illegitimate. 

The  following  relationships  existed  between  admissions  and  patients  now  in  the 
institution  or  had  been  at  some  time:  2,  each  a  brother;  5,  a  sister;  4,  a  mother;  1,  a  son; 
1,  a  daughter;  1,  a  sister  and  2  aunts;  1,  2  sisters;  1,  a  sister  and  8  second  cousins;  1, 
3  sisters  and  a  cousin;  1,  2  brothers,  a  sister  and  2  second  cousins;  1,  3  second  cousins; 
1,  a  sister-in-law;  1,  a  sister  and  5  second  cousins;  1,  a  brother,  2  sisters,  a  cousin,  a 
step-aunt  and  a  step-sister;  2  brothers  were  admitted  together;  twins,  a  boy  and  girl, 
were  admitted  together;  a  mother  and  5  children  admitted  during  the  year. 

The  following  physical  defects  were  noted  in  the  cases  of  the  131  admissions;  34  speech 
defect;  18  strabismus;  25  defective  vision;  1  chronic  blepharitis;  4  defective  hearing; 
3  dumb;  5  curvature  of  spine;  3  spastic  paralysis;  4  heart  trouble;  4  Mongolism;  2  hydro- 
cephalus; 2  hernia;  1  pulmonary  tuberculosis;  1  muscular  atrophy;  1  partial  paralysis; 
1  bow  legs;  4  hirsutism;  1  with  flat  feet. 

Applications.  —  Owing  to  the  placement  of  female  patients  out  in  "family  care"  we 
have  been  able  to  reduce  the  waiting  list  for  girls  so  that  we  have  only  8  girls  at  present 
on  this  list.   On  the  boys'  list,  as  of  November  30,  there  are  107  males. 

Discharges.  —  There  were  78  discharges  during  the  year  —  27  males  and  51  females. 
Two  girls  were  transferred  to  the  Walter  E.  Fernald  State  School  and  1  boy  to  Wrentham 
State  School  in  order  to  be  near  their  relatives.  Two  were  discharged  to  be  committed  to 


Hales 

Females 

Total 

603 

859 

1,462 

556 

745 

1,301 

47 

84 

131 

21 

33 

54 

26 

51 

77 

1 

3 

4 

5 

13 

18 

10 

13 

23 

5 

3 

8 

24 

49 

73 

2 

2 

4 

- 

1 

1 

650 

943 

1,593 

27 

51 

78 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

11 

18 

29 

2 

8 

10 

- 

1 

1 

3 

14 

17 

6 

7 

13 

24 

39 

63 

623 

892 

1,515 

557 

764 

1,321 

66 

128 

194 

543.93 

741.25 

1,285 

P.D.  138  5 

Northampton  State  Hospital  and  6  were  sent  there  on  visit  during  a  period  of  observation 
and  later  committed.  One  female  patient  was  discharged  to  be  committed  to  Depart- 
ment for  Defective  Delinquents  at  Bridgewater. 

There  were  13  deaths  within  the  institution  during  the  fiscal  year,  6  male  and  7  female. 
The  primary  causes  of  death  were:  4,  bronchopneumonia;  1,  lobar  pneumonia;  1,  in- 
fluenzal pneumonia;  1,  bronchial  asthma;  1,  rheumatic  valvular  disease  of  the  heart; 
1,  mitral  valvular  lesion  of  the  heart;  1,  multiple  submucous  fibroids  of  uterus;  1,  con- 
genital hydrocephalus;  1,  evisceration;  1,  athetosis.  One  autopsy  was  performed  by 
Dr.  Myrtelle  M.  Canavan,  Department  Pathologist. 

In  addition  to  the  13  deaths  within  the  institution  1  female  patient  died  while  out 
in  "family  care".  As  this  was  a  sudden  death  the  medical  examiner  was  called  and  the 
cause  of  death  reported  as  acute  cardiac  failure;  terminal  pneumonia. 

Vacations.  —  The  vacation  period  is  limited,,  for  reasons  of  health,  to  the  summer 
months  of  July  and  August.  Two  hundred  ninety-six  children,  128  boys  and  168  girls 
were  away  for  varying  periods  this  year. 

Family  Caie.  —  This  year  such  care  has  been  extended  to  include  the  development  of 
what  are  practically  small  colonies  of  10  patients  in  private  houses.  We  were  able  to 
interest  in  this  project  2  former  matrons  at  this  school,  a  former  school  teacher  and  a 
trained  nurse,  insuring  better  than  average  supervision  for  the  patients.  On  November 
30  we  listed  51  patients  on  "family  care",  17  males  and  34  females. 

These  patients  receive  medical  and  dental  care,  clothing  and  toilet  articles  from  the 
institution.    Medical  inspection  is  required  at  least  once  in  each  quarter. 

Such  patients  have  been  limited  to  males  who  can  do  little  productive  work  and  to 
females  who  have  passed  the  child-bearing  age.  We  have  been  pleased  with  the  happy 
reaction  of  patients  to  placement  in  the  community. 

Health.  —  During  January  and  February,  mild  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  a  few  patients 
and  employees.  This  situation  developed  from  a  new  admission,  so  that  for  a  few  weeks 
admissions  were  prohibited. 

Five  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  have  been  discovered  and  patients,  where 
practicable,  were  sent  to  the  Westfield  State  Sanatorium. 

Operations  by  the  surgical  staff  may  be  listed  as  follows:  Patients: — 18  tonsillectomj' 
and  adenoidectomy;  2  appendectomy;  2  appendectomy  and  drainage.  One  each  of 
the  following:  left  inguinal  herniotomy;  repair  fracture  of  patella;  skeletal  traction  to 
oscalcis;  reduction  and  fixation  fractures;  exploratory  of  left  loin;  reduction  of  fracture 
and  tendon  suture;  exploratory  laparotomy;  amputation  of  left  thigh;  closure  of  wound; 
incision  and  drainage  abscess  of  right  palm;  excision  of  bone  tumor;  herniotomy.  Em- 
ployees: —  1  tonsillectomy  and  adenoidectomy;  1  cholecystectomy  and  appendectomy; 
1  excision  of  cyst  of  labia;  left  inguinal  herniotomy. 

Educational  Department 
The  enrollment  of  pupils  in  classes  has  been  as  follows : 

Boys        Girls 
Number  attending: 

Graded  classes 56  58 

Kindergarten 23  19 

Sense  training  classes 27  29 

Cooking  classes  from  grades —  46 

Cooking  classes  from  other  departments —  52 

Sewing  classes  from  grades —  63 

Manual  training  classes 56  — 

Singing  classes  from  school  classes 79  73 

Singing  classes  from  other  departments —  26 

Violin  classes  from  other  departments —  24 

Physical  training  classes  from  other  departments —  25 

Physical  training  classes  from  school  classes 79  75 

All  grade  assignments  are  approximate  as  children's  ability  varies  in  the  different 
subjects. 

Educational  activities  have  been  carried  on  with  practically  the  same  schedule  and 
total  enrollment  as  in  the  preceding  few  years.  Several  chronologically  younger  children 
have  been  admitted  to  the  institution  during  the  year  and  all  of  these  with  a  mental 
age  of  at  least  2  years  and  2  months  and  an  intelligence  quotient  of  .37  have  been  admitted 
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to  sense  training  classes.  A  few  older  children  who  have  entered  the  institution  are  in 
the  older  classes.  There  were  more  who  were  over  16  years  old  admitted  than  there 
were  under  and  all  of  these  girls  who  showed  any  ability  are  in  cooking  classes  3  hours  a 
week.  In  all  there  have  been  52  girls,  beyond  school  age,  in  cooking  classes  and  the 
majority  are  doing  good  work  and  enjoying  it.  They  and  the  regular  school  girls  have 
learned  to  cook  in  a  practical  way  and  to  preserve  and  can  fruits  and  vegetables  for 
class  use. 

The  sewing  classes  are  turning  out  a  good  quality  of  work.  The  number  of  finished 
garments  is  not  large  because  each  girl  is  in  class  only  one  hour  a  week.  Garments  are 
made  for  use  by  the  girls  and  a  good  bit  of  work  is  done  on  costumes  for  entertainments. 
Six  of  the  older  girls  finished  dresses;  and  nightgowns  and  other  underwear  in  larger 
quantities,  as  well  as  toys,  were  turned  over  ready  for  use. 

The  boys  have  continued  their  woodworking,  book  repairing  and  printing.  Games  of 
dominoes,  chess,  marble  games,  puzzles,  airplanes,  carts  and  other  toys,  stage  properties 
and  furniture  refinishing  have  kept  the  boys  busy  for  about  4  hours  a  week,  apiece.  Book 
repairing  has  progressed  and  much  printing  has  been  done.  There  has  been  no  boy 
working  full  time  in  the  print  shop  since  June;  4  boys  have  worked  part  time.  Thirty 
jobs  have  been  done  during  the  year,  varying  in  difficulty  from  simply  printing  tickets 
for  entertainments,  to  three-colored  Christmas  folders.  The  average  number  of  copies 
per  job  is  about  2,600. 

These  different  types  of  work  were  all  given  their  places  at  the  annual  exhibition  in 
October.  Groups  of  boys  and  girls  also  gave  demonstrations  of  class  work  in  the  gymna- 
sium. Foods  of  various  kinds  and  a  luncheon  were  also  on  exhibition.  Examples  of 
academic  work  with  projects  and  drawing  and  hand  work  were  displayed  in  the  class 
rooms. 

The  Christmas  entertainment  arranged  and  directed  by  the  teachers  consisted  of  a 
shortened  version  of  Dickens'  "Christmas  Carol"  followed  by  a  pageant  of  the  first 
Christmas.   The  program  concluded  with  a  very  beautiful  tableau  of  the  manger  scene. 

A  short  historical  play  was  given  in  February.  The  16th  annual  minstrel  show  was 
presented  the  last  of  April  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Westwell  assisted  by  the  teachers. 
The  first  part  of  the  program  consisted  of  singing  and  jokes  by  a  black  face  chorus  of 
about  110  members.  The  second  part  was  a  group  of  songs  and  dances  and  the  third  a 
so-called  "streamlined"  version  of  "H.  M.  S.  Pinafore".  A  public  performance  of  the 
show  was  given  in  Belchertown  and  at  the  Northampton  State  Hospital. 

The  school  children  take  part  in  assembly  programs  on  special  occasions  as  Armistice, 
Thanksgiving  Day,  Washington's  Birthday  and  Memorial  Day.  Regularly  assemblies 
for  all  school  children  are  held  twice  a  week. 

Graduation  exercises  were  held  June  23  this  year  with  appropriate  exercises  by  the 
music  and  physical  training  classes.  Some  of  the  youngest  girls  and  boys  presented  a 
very  short  operetta  entitled  "The  Lemonade  Stand".  One  feature  of  the  program  which 
received  favorable  comment  from  the  audience  was  a  number  of  groups  of  living  statuary, 
portraying  scenes  of  ancient  and  modern  athletic  contests. 

Diplomas  were  presented  by  the  superintendent  to  2  boys  and  6  girls  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  program. 

The  patients  enjoy  the  parties  arranged  in  the  different  wards  by  the  teachers  monthly 
from  September  to  May.  Hallowe'en  parties  were  held  in  all  wards  on  October  31  with 
much  hilarity.  The  younger  girls  were  quite  successful  in  arranging  their  own  program 
of  songs  and  original  dances. 

The  Fourth  of  July  parade  was  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Westwell  and  floats  were 
prepared  by  the  teachers  and  instructors  in  the  Girls'  and  Boys'  Industrial  Departments. 
The  floats  represented  subjects  as  up-to-date  as  "The  World  of  Tomorrow"  and  as 
historical  as  John  Paul  Jones. 

The  teachers  attended  the  convention  for  special  class  teachers  held  in  Boston  in  May 
and  the  Hampshire  County  Teachers'  Convention  in  Springfield.  The  head  teacher 
attended  the  meeting  of  the  northeastern  section  of  the  Association  on  Mental  Deficiency 
held  at  Letchworth  Village. 

Mr.  Kenneth  MacKillop,  supervisor  of  music  in  the  public  schools  of  Amherst,  is 
directing  the  orchestra  this  year.    Several  new  players  have  joined  the  group. 

All  the  teachers  are  working  with  interest  and  enthusiasm. 

Religious  Services.  —  Services  were  conducted  each  Sabbath  for  Protestants  and 
Catholics.  Services  for  Jewish  patients  were  conducted  quarterly.  Special  services 
and  burial  services  are  conducted  when  desirable. 
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A  class  of  170  patients  was  confii-med  by  Bishop  O'Leary  of  Springfield. 

The  school  choir  assists  at  services  and  funerals. 

Lecture  Course  for  Ward  Personnel. — Such  a  course,  covering  prescribed  subjects,  was 
started  January  17,  1939.  This  course  was  conducted  by  the  physicians  and  supervisors 
for  the  suitable  instruction  of  ward  employees. 

Industrial  Departments.  —  Regularly  employed  in  producing  articles  of  utility  and 
distinctive  merit,  these  departments  supply  much  operating  material  and  supplies  for 
use  of  the  institution.  In  addition,  of  course,  such  activities  provide  interest  and  employ- 
ment for  our  patients.  Incidentally  the  rather  limited  business  of  selling  products  made 
to  order  has  not  only  added  a  few  dollars  to  funds  for  entertaining  patients  but  the 
idea  that  they  were  making  something  to  be  sold  has  been  a  stimulus  to  many  pupils. 
Some  of  the  products  of  these  departments  are  listed  as  follows : 

Girls'  Industrial  Department.  — •  Twenty-nine  berets,  75  bureau  scarfs,  84  caps,  47  caps 
repaired,  3  centerpieces,  14  chair  seats,  4  chair  sets,  5  pairs  of  curtains,  42  curtain  pulls, 
29  pairs  of  stenciled  curtains,  51  dish  cloths,  17  doilies,  7  dolls,  36  face  cloths,  7  floor 
runners,  12  guest  towels,  2  sets  of  hot  dish  mats,  3  pairs  of  leggings  repaired,  7  luncheon 
sets,  17  mats,  4  pairs  of  mittens,  29  pairs  of  mittens  repaired,  1  nursery  quilt,  31  pillows, 
3  pot  holders,  251  rugs  of  various  kinds,  3  rugs  repaired,  14  runners,  2  scarfs,  2-9  yards 
of  stair  carpeting,  128  sweaters,  856  sweaters  repaired,  2  table  covers,  49  table  runners, 
3  table  scarfs,  41  stuffed  toys. 

Boys'  Industrial  Department.  —  Sixteen  bases  for  ball  field,  160  beds,  50  bed 
post  wood  casters,  3  bread  boards,  804  barn,  house  and  street  brooms;  brushes  — -72 
bath,  24  counter,  72  finger  nail,  24  floor,  2  gauge  glass,  12  gong,  90  radiator,  792  scrub, 
2  sets  of  4  brushes  for  polishing  machines,  12  special  brushes  for  poultry  drinking  foun- 
tains, 5  special,  36  squeegee,  15  employees'  dining  room  chairs,  5  special  chairs  for 
cripples,  12  white  duck  coats,  2  floor  polishers,  12  floor  scrapers,  26  pairs  of  boys'  knickers, 
7  mackinaws,  16  mattress  covers,  6  mattress  covers  painted  aluminum,  56  hair  mat- 
tresses, 12  coire  rope  mats,  78  men's  suits,  900  pairs  of  men's  trousers,  12  floor  mops, 
12  hair  pillows,  10  pool  sticks,  3  rubber  aprons,  8  rubber  sheets,  2  end  tables,  1,575  yards 
of  toweling,  3  towel  racks,  191  window  shades.  Total  value:  girls  —  $1,149.04;  boys  — 
$6,310.20. 

Following  are  a  few  of  the  items  of  repair  work  done  wholly  by  6  or  8  boys,  under 
supervision,  in  our  shoe  shop  during  the  year:  3,674  rubber  taps;  1,093  rubber  toe  pieces; 
2,242  leather  taps;  8,do6  heels;  4,772  heel  pads;  3,610  backs;  714  linings;  1,138  patches. 

Ju7iior  Industrial  Departinent.  —  The  past  year  has  been  a  banner  one  for  the  girls, 
and  their  work  reached  the  highest  market  value  attained  so  far,  $442.35.  The  finished 
articles  were,  1  apron,  12  apron  dresses,  16  stuffed  animal  toys,  1  bath  mat,  2  candlewick 
bedspreads,  22  knitted  caps,  16  crayon  pictures,  24  dolls,  80  dolls'  clothing,  5  dolls' 
houses;  56  dresses,  3  dresser  scarfs,  18  hand  towels  of  Indian  head,  49  woven  holders, 
10  jig-saw  puzzles,  2  pillows  in  wool  on  rug  canvas,  an  adaptation  of  Bargello  work, 
suitable  for  very  low  grade  pupils,  3  braid-weave  rugs,  6  cross  stitch  rugs,  8  runners  in 
honeysuckle  threading,  woven  on  20",  4  harness  table  loom,  1  knitted  sweater,  1  table 
cloth  of  linen,  hemstitched  and  embroidered  and  1  table  mat  in  net  weaving.  The  dolls' 
houses,  made  by  Jennie,  M.A.  2-10  and  Grace,  M.A.  3-6,  made  an  especially  good  show- 
ing at  the  annual  exhibit.  Four  of  the  houses  were  set  on  artificial  grass  mats  to  form  a 
street  and  were  called  "Belchertown  Better  Homes".  The  other  house  was  set  apart 
and  surrounded  by  mica  snow  and  hung  with  icicles,  making  an  attractive  winter  scene. 
The  dresses  of  organdy,  lawn  and  dimity,  were  arranged  for  bridal  attendants  and  guests 
around  the  bride's  gown  of  white  flaxon.  The  cross  stitch  rugs  were  very  good  too.  As 
for  the  girls'  garden,  it  prospered  all  summer  and  there  were  nice  beds  of  zinnias,  both 
dwarf  and  large;  several  rows  of  lovely  asters;  a  bed  of  candy  tuft;  and  another  of  port- 
ulaca  and  phlox.  The  garden  has  a  fine  wire  fence  around  it  now  and  a  flat  stone  walk 
leading  to  it  from  the  sidewalk  and  3  large  flowering  shrubs  have  been  set  out  on  the 
West  side  where  the  sun  shines  hottest,  so  that  it  will  be  slightly  shaded  in  the  afternoons. 
We  have  had  much  pleasure  from  this  garden.  The  girls  work  hard  and  they  play  hard. 
Their  energy  and  zest  for  games  of  the  more  violent  sort  has  never  abated.  They  need 
no  urging,  when  it  is  time  for  play  they  enter  into  it  wholeheartedly  and  with  utter 
enjoyment.  They  like  the  waltzing  and  apparently  would  tap  dance  until  they  dropped, 
and  this  at  the  end  of  the  day  when  one  might  expect  them  to  be  weary. 

The  Boys'  classes  have  done  approximately  the  same  as  last  year.  There  were  finished 
in  animal  toys,  68  stuffed  and  124  wooden  pieces  cut  out  with  a  coping  saw,  4  bath  mats. 
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13  bean  bags,  112  bibs  embroidered  with  designs  pleasing  to  the  nursery  children,  3 
crayon  pictures,  10  dolls,  2  dresser  scarfs,  102  woven  holders  and  4  rugs  done  in  knot 
stitch  on  rug  canvas.  The  market  value  of  these  articles  amounted  to  $68.25.  During 
the  summer  months  the  younger  boys  who  come  in  the  morning  class,  had  their  daily 
walk  and  out-door  games  for  a  half  hour  or  so,  thus  adding  some  variety  to  their  routine. 
The  older  boys  come  in  the  afternoon  and  as  several  are  not  ambulent,  they  have  their 
games  in  the  classroom  the  year  round.  Those  unable  to  take  part  in  games  on  the  floor 
are  provided  with  some  amusement  at  the  tables,  such  as  parquetry,  balls,  Lincoln  logs 
or  pictures  to  cut  from  magazines. 

The  cost  of  materials  used  by  the  girls  amounted  to  $180.17,  and  that  used  by  the 
boys  cost  $33.38  —  total,  $213.55.  Total  market  value  for  both  bovs  and  girls  was 
$510.60. 

Sewing  Room.  —Articles  manufactured  by  this  department  follow:  2  altar  cloths, 
363  aprons,  306  bags,  6  bed  pads,  1,100  bibs,  12  binders,  170  pairs  of  bloomers,  39  blouses, 
188  brassieres,  1,350  candy  bags  for  Christmas,  24  coats,  234  coffee  bags,  142  covers, 
10  crib  nettings,  84  pairs  of  curtains,  18  dairy  hats,  136  diapers,  48  door  silencers,  1  pair 
of  drapes,  470  dresses,  9  extractor  covers,  1,700  face  cloths,  4  filter  cloths,  120  food 
covers,  104  garden  suits,  6  garter  waists,  12  precaution  gowns,  6  surgeon  gowns,  36  gym 
suits,  6  hair  cloths,  884  handkerchiefs,  120  head  bands,  156  holders,  24  ice  bags,  150 
johnnies,  6  jumpers,  138  kimonos,  14  mattress  covers,  45  mattress  ticks,  2,258  napkins, 
203  nightgowns,  170  nightshirts,  373  overalls,  2  painters'  cloths,  6  hospital  pajamas, 
815  pairs  of  panties,  92  pillow  cases,  1,994  pillow  slips,  60  pot  holders,  12  sand  bags, 
789  sanitary  belts,  1,233  sheets,  406  shirts,  18  silence  cloths,  12  slings,  311  slips,  15 
smocks,  50  spreads,  6  steam  table  covers,  12  suits,  123  table  cloths,  6  tea  bags,  700 
ticking  bags,  6,366  towels,  36  tray  cloths,  24  pairs  of  trousers,  906  uniforms,  528  union- 
alls,  42  waitress  uniforms  and  aprons. 

Laundry.  —  A  total  of  1,476,598  pounds  was  run  through  this  department  during 
1939. 

Annual  Exhibit.  —  On  the  third  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  October  our  "Annual 
Exhibit"  was  conducted.    A  large  number  of  visitors  called  on  us  at  this  time. 

Entertainments.  —  In  addition  to  the  usual  program  of  sports  and  games,  of  Fourth 
of  July  and  of  Christmas,  special  events  were  held. 

The  annual  "Ministrel  Show"  was  put  on  in  April  with  a  public  appearance  on  April 
27  at  which  1,100  guests  were  present. 

This  show  was  given  at  Northampton  State  Hospital  with  a  cast  of  160.  On  August  5 
a  competitive  meet,  with  judges  and  prizes,  was  held  for  several  drum  and  bugle  corps. 
This  musical  event,  with  evolutions,  was  of  great  interest  to  the  patients. 

In  June  the  Trustees  entertained  the  Judges  and  Associate  Judges  of  the  Probate 
Courts  in  our  district.   After  dinner  a  clinic  of  types  of  patients  was  presented. 

Special  Activities.  —  Representatives  of  the  "Commission  on  Obsolete  Records" 
cleared  our  files  of  a  large  amount  of  useless  material.  A  W.P.A.  project  catalogued  our 
library.  A  November  drive  for  funds  for  the  Salvation  Army  netted  $90.  In  December 
1938,  employees  donated  $194.25  to  the  annual  Red  Cross  drive. 

Changes  in  Staff.  —  Dr.  John  T.  Shea,  senior  physician,  was  transferred  to  the  same 
grade  at  Foxborough  State  Hospital,  March  14,  1939.  Dr.  Herbert  L.  Flynn,  senior 
physician,  was  called  into  the  ward  service  vice  Dr.  Shea.  Dr.  Lulu  H.  Warner,  assistant 
physician,  was  promoted  to  senior  physician  on  August  1,  1939  to  serve  as  School  Clinic 
Director  vice  Dr.  Flynn.  Dr.  Henry  Kraszewski  was  appointed  assistant  physician, 
August  16,  1939. 

Clinics  and  Lectures.  —  Such  activities  as  clinics  and  lectures,  in  addition  to  speaking 
engagements  with  various  clubs  in  the  Valley,  have  been  carried  on  as  usual.  Twenty 
such  were  listed  during  1939. 

Visitors.  —  Four  members  of  a  Legislative  Committee  on  "Burials".  Twenty  members 
of  Pittsfield  Woman's  Club. 

Acknowledgments.  —  Some  of  the  outstanding  gifts  to  the  institution  during  the  year, 
outside  of  the  lot  of  magazines  donated  yearly  by  the  local  library,  were  money,  candy, 
cards,  toys,  skates,  cakes,  clothing  and  much  material  suitable  for  use  in  making  rugs. 

Traveling  School  Clinic 
During  the  fiscal  year  the  school  clinic  visited  13  districts,  comprising  29  towns,  and 
tested  770  children.   Of  these,  466  were  children  being  tested  for  the  first  time  and  304 
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were  re-examinations  of  children  previously  tested  by  the  clinic.  There  were  approxi- 
mately 124  working  days  with  an  average  of  6.2  cases  per  day.  The  number  examined 
in  each  town  alphabetically  arranged  is  as  follows: 

Amherst  16,  Ashfield  7,  Chesterfield  3,  Conway  5,  Cummington  4,  Deerfield  5,  East- 
hampton  22,  East  Longmeadow  19,  Goshen  2,  Granville  10,  Greenfield  32  in  December 
1938  and  12  in  November  1939,  Hadley  11,  Hampden  7,  Hatfield  9,  Haydenville  2, 
Holyoke  301,  Northampton  65,  Pittsfield  152,Plainfield  3,  Sandisfield  8,  South  Deerfield 
10,  Southwick  24,  Sunderland  4,  Ware  16,  West  Granville  5,  Whately  5,  Wilbraham  4, 
Williamsburg  2,  Worthington  2. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  clinic  also  examined  33  juvenile  delinquents,  6  of  which 
were  female  and  27  male.  Ten  were  referred  from  the  Franklin  District  Court,  17  from 
the  Holyoke  District  Court,  5  from  the  Fourth  District  Court  of  Berkshire  and  1  from 
the  Williamstown  District  Court.  Of  these,  18  were  found  to  be  normal,  7  were  con- 
sidered borderline  and  8  were  feebleminded.  Of  these  33  juvenile  delinquents,  it  was 
advised  that  14  be  given  closer  supervision,  either  in  their  own  homes  or  under  the  care 
of  the  Division  of  Child  Guardianship,  that  12  be  committed  to  the  industrial  schools 
and  that  7  be  committed  to  Belchertown  State  School.  Of  the  7  delinquents  recom- 
mended for  admission  to  Belchertown  State  School,  one  was  admitted  and  one  placed 
on  the  waiting  list.  Because  of  the  lack  of  vacancies  at  the  State  School,  the  urgent 
cases  are  frequently  committed  to  industrial  schools. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  psychometrist  in  charge  of  giving  the  school  clinic  tests 
resigned  and  for  a  number  of  weeks  it  was  necessary  for  our  psychologist  to  take  over 
this  work  in  addition  to  her  own  work  inside  the  institution. 

Social  Service  Department 

There  was  a  total  of  2,081  cases  handled  during  the  year.  These  were  classified  as 
follows:  New,  743;  renewed,  153;  continued  from  month  to  month,  1,181;  pending,  4. 
In  the  disposition  of  the  cases  846  were  considered  closed,  1,231  continued,  4  pending. 

Social  histories  were  taken  numbering  739.  Histories  on  patients  in  the  institution, 
131;  traveling  clinic  cases,  500;  outpatients,  77;  juvenile  delinquent  cases,  30;  others,  1. 
Social  investigations  were  made  in  706  cases,  650  home  conditions  and  56  special  investi- 
gations. 

Supervision  by  the  department  has  been  continued  to  patients  placed  on  parole  and 
to  those  placed  under  family  care.  Visits  have  been  made  to  1,312  patients  and  51  to 
others  concerning  them. 

A  total  of  137  patients,  43  male  and  94  female,  have  been  on  parole  during  the  year. 
Changes  among  the  paroled  patients  is  as  follows:  Placed  out,  male  24,  female  39,  in- 
cluding 5  patients  on  nominal  parole  to  Westfield  Sanatorium.  Returned,  male  18, 
female  29.  Of  the  male  patients  returned,  4  were  for  misconduct,  5  were  found  incapable, 
3  returned  voluntarily,  1  returned  because  of  unsuitable  home  conditions,  3  for  medical 
care,  1  previous  to  discharge  and  1  due  to  change  in  working  conditions.  The  29  female 
patients  were  brought  back  because  of  misconduct,  4;  found  incapable,  5;  poor  adjust- 
ment because  of  personality,  5 ;  for  medical  and  dental  care,  7 ;  temporarily,  1 ;  previous 
to  discharge,  1;  for  changed  home  conditions,  5;  returned  from  Westfield  Sanatorium,  1. 

Four  males  and  1  female  were  discharged  after  a  period  of  successful  parole.  Two 
males  and  1  female  escaped  from  their  parole  homes.  All  three  were  apprehended  and 
returned  to  the  institution. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  are  51  patients,  17  males  and  34  females  under  family 
care.  These  are  now  located  in  7  homes,  the  number  in  the  homes  varying  from  2  to  12. 
Fifty  patients  were  placed  out  during  the  year.  It  was  necessary  to  return  only  11  for 
permanent  care  in  the  institution,  4  because  of  poor  health,  and  7  because  they  proved 
unadjustable  to  life  in  a  family  care  home.  Six  patients  returned  to  the  institution  for 
medical  treatment  and  then  were  taken  back  to  their  homes.  One  patient  was  transferred 
from  family  care  to  parole  as  her  former  employer  requested  her  services  for  wages. 
One  female  patient  died  of  pneumonia  while  under  family  care.  Two  patients  went  on 
short  vacations  to  relatives  and  then  returned  to  their  homes.  Considering  the  type  of 
patient  and  their  prolonged  institutional  life  previous  to  going  out  under  family  care, 
it  seems  that  these  patients  adjust  remarkably  well  in  the  community.  In  all  of  the 
homes  the  patients  are  happy  and  receive  good  care. 

Requests  have  been  received  from  96  placement  homes,  either  for  wage-earning 
parolees  or  for  family  care  patients  and  the  investigations  made. 
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Personal  services  included  74  cases  of  banking  for  parolees  and  44  cases  of  trans- 
portation. 

During  July  the  summer  camp  on  Lake  Wickaboag,  West  Brookfield,  was  operated 
for  its  fifth  successive  year.  A  larger  camp  was  rented  this  year  and  more  girls  attended. 
Twenty-six  girls  were  at  the  camp,  17  for  2  weeks,  8  for  1  week  and  1  for  3  weeks.  The 
camp  was  again  fortunate  to  have  as  its  director  Mrs.  Helen  A.  Miner,  a  former  super- 
visor at  the  School.  The  girls  all  enjoyed  the  camp  and  seemed  to  be  much  benefited 
by  their  vacation. 

The  workers  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Social  Workers  of  the  State  Schools  of  New 
England  and  New  York,  held  September  30,  at  Letchworth  Village,  Thiells,  N.  Y.;  also 
the  regional  conference  of  the  American  Association  on  Mental  Deficiency  held  at  the 
same  place. 

A  small  conference  on  family  care  was  held  at  this  institution  October  27  and  28, 
attended  by  social  workers  from  the  State  House  and  other  State  Schools.  The  homes 
were  visited  and  problems  attendant  to  family  care  were  discussed. 

Department  op  Psychology 
The  following  groups  were  examined  during  the  year.    With  exceptions  noted,  the 
Stanford  Revision  of  the  Binet-Simon  test  combined  with  some  Kuhlmann  tests  for 
ages  below  year  3  was  used  as  the  standard. 

1.  Admissions.  — -New  patients,  except  those  who  had  been  examined  recently  as 
out-patients,  juvenile  delinquents,  or  court  cases,  were  tested.  One  hundred  nine  cases 
were  examined  on  admission. 

2.  Re-tests  of  school  children.  —  Pupils  in  the  educational  department  were  re-examined 
to  measure  development  during  the  year.  Two  deaf  pupils  were  given  performance 
series.  Most  of  the  children  had  developed  to  some  extent,  but  others  remained  at  a 
standstill  and  a  few  had  regressed.  One  hundred  fifty-seven  school  children  were  tested. 

3.  Re-tests  of  old  cases.  —  Patients  who  had  not  been  tested  for  4  years  or  whose 
development  it  seemed  advisable  to  measure,  were  re-examined.  Most  of  these  cases 
were  16  years  of  age  or  over,  but  some  younger  patients  not  pupils  in  the  school  depart- 
ment were  included.  With  some  marked  exceptions,  the  patients  of  16  or  over  remained 
at  the  same  general  level.  Some  of  the  younger  cases  remained  at  the  same  mental 
level,  while  others  showed  varying  degrees  of  development  or  regression.  There  were 
226  re-examinations. 

4.  Out-patients.  —  Eighty-six  children  and  adults  referred  from  the  community  were 
examined  by  the  out-patient  clinic. 

5.  School  clinic  cases.  —  The  traveling  school  clinic,  consisting  of  a  psychometrist 
and  social  worker  under  the  direction  of  a  physician,  examined  770  school  children 
referred  by  their  local  school  authorities.  The  Stanford-Binet  test  was  used  in  its  briefer 
form. 

6.  Delinquent  cases.  —  Thirty-three  juvenile  delinquents  were  examined  by  the 
traveling  school  clinic. 

7.  Court  cases.  —  Three  court  cases  were  examined  at  the  Franklin  and  Hampden 
County  jails. 

The  following  table  summarizes  the  cases  examined  in  1939: 
Tests  of  admissions        ....     109         School  clinic  cases      .        .        .         770 
Re-tests  of  school  children 
Re-tests  of  old  cases 
Out-patients     . 


Total 


157         Juvenile  delinquents         .        .  33 

226         Court  cases         ....  3 


1,384 


Additional  tests.  —  As  in  previous  years,  tests  other  than  the  Stanford  Revision  of 
the  Binet-Simon  Scale  were  given  either  as  a  measure  of  ability  not  tested  by  the  latter 
or  as  a  check  on  its  results.  The  Cornell-Coxe  Performance  Ability  Scale  was.  given  to 
older  children  and  adults  and  the  Merrill  Palmer  Scale  of  Mental  Tests  to  younger 
children  and  low-grade  adults.  Most  cases  of  suitable  mental  age  examined  with  the 
old  Binet  test  were  also  given  one  form  of  the  Revised  Stanford-Binet  scale  and  records 
were  made  for  comparison.  The  color  vision  of  some  new  admissions  and  old  cases  of 
sufficient  mentality  was  tested.  Material  for  giving  Kuhlmann's  recent  Tests  of  Mental 
Development  was  purchased. 

Questionnaires  were  prepared  for  use  in  a  study  of  patient's  relatives.  Data  were 
tabulated  for  an  outside  agency's  study  of  Mongolism. 
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The  psychologist  attended  the  meeting  of  the  northeastern  section  of  the  American 
Association  on  Mental  Deficiency  at  Letchworth  Village,  Thiells,  N.  Y. 

The  psychometrist  resigned  in  September  and  was  provisionally  replaced  in  November. 

Dental  Department 

Recent  examinations  indicate  that  the  dental  health  of  the  pupils  is  generally  good, 
and  demonstrate  the  value  of  a  program  of  dailj'  dental  care  in  the  dormitories  wherein 
after  caring  for  their  own  teeth,  pupils  of  higher  levels  are  organized  for  the  strictly 
supervised  care  of  incapables.  As  in  the  past,  efforts  have  been  made  to  coordinate 
dental  appointments  with  institutional  routine.  While  the  relief  of  pain  takes  precedence 
over  all  else,  a  serious  attempt  is  made  to  time  routine  appointments  for  such  hours 
and  days  as  will  cause  a  minimum  of  inconvenience  to  the  departments  of  service  and 
training. 

A  list  of  the  dental  operations  follows:  Examinations  1,981;  prophylaxis  (cleaning  of 
teeth)  1,830;  fillings  1,363;  extractions  749;  miscellaneous  treatments  2,216;  artificial 
dentures  supplied  29;  artificial  dentures  repaired  8;  X-rays  11. 

Maintenance  Department 

Repaired  and  reconditioned  sawmill;  hauled  to  sawmill,  milled  and  stacked  312,000 
board  feet  of  pine  lumber;  hauled  900  cords  of  wood  to  power  house;  hauled  800  yards 
of  loam  from  Metropolitan  watershed  to  institution  grounds  for  grading;  removed 
dangerous  and  storm-damaged  trees  from  institution  grounds;  replastered  and  re- 
decorated interior  of  employees'  cottage  No.  7;  repaired  and  redecorated  interior  of 
employees'  cottage  No.  8;  applied  asbestos  roof,  repainted  the  exterior  and  redecorated 
the  interior  of  Jepson  cottage;  replastered  and  redecorated  6  rooms  in  Farm  Colony 
No.  1;  repainted  exterior  of  Farm  Colony  No.  1  and  No.  2;  Superintendent's  residence; 
3  dormitories;  piggery;  completed  alterations  in  2  dairy  barns  and  installed  forced- 
ventilation  in  same;  painted  all  exterior  fire  escapes  and  iron  work  on  all  buildings 
throughout  institution;  painted  interior  of  one  standpipe  of  water  system;  installed 
new  bronze  screens  on  Michel  cottage;  installed  asphalt  flooring  in  infirmary  ward  of 
dormitory  K;  constructed  10  portable  pig-houses;  constructed  a  six-pen  addition  to 
cow  hospital  and  equipped  same;  demolished  and  salvaged  lumber  from  house  and 
barn  on  Lamson  farm;  rebuilt  storm-damaged  fence  around  institution  burial  ground; 
redecorated  interior  of  Fairchild  cottage;  redecorated  a  portion  of  Roadside  cottage; 
completed  setting  concrete  bound  stones  on  institution  property  lines;  there  has  also 
been  the  usual  large  amount  of  general  repairing  and  landscaping. 

Having  no  great  amount  of  construction  this  past  year,  more  effort  has  been  expended 
on  general  repairs ;  and  buildings  in  the  institution  are  in  good  repair  and  compare  favor- 
ably with  those  in  other  institutions  in  the  Commonwealth. 

The  following  number  of  shrubs  were  used  for  foundation  planting:  "A"  Building, 
59;  B,  62;  Boys'  Industrial,  50;  Nursery  No.  2,  54;  Superintendent's  House,  28;  Farm 
Colony  No.  2,  41.  The  following  shrubbery  was  planted:  A,  39;  Boys'  Industrial,  55; 
Cemetery,  51 ;  Jepson  House,  12;  Farm  Colony  No.  1,  19. 

There  were  46  trees  planted  around  the  various  drives;  the  lawn  was  graded  north  of 
"M" ;  seeding  was  done  around  Service  Building  and  2,524  cuttings  were  planted  in  space 
provided  for  that  purpose. 

Engineering  Department 

Relocated  switchboard  in  the  laundry,  installed  new  feeder  mains  and  set  new  wire 
grille  to  enclose  the  switchboard  and  fuse  cabinets. 

Have  started  to  install  capacitors  in  the  laundry  to  improve  the  power  factor. 

Took  out  one  defective  hot  water  heater  in  the  power  station  and  installed  two  new 
heaters. 

Installed  damper  regulator  on  No.  2  boiler. 

Installed  draft  ganger  on  No.  2  and  No.  3  boilers. 

Rebuilt  stoker  on  No.  3  boiler  changing  the  stoker  from  a  semi-automatic  to  a  full 
automatic  stoker. 

Overhauled  No.  2  engine,  having  valve,  valve  seat  and  pressure  plate  scraped  to  fit, 
cylinder  rebored  and  new  piston  and  piston  rod  installed. 

Set  new  poles  on  power  line  outside  of  the  Power  Station,  changing  the  location  of 
the  wires  and  guy  wires. 
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Excavated  and  planted  grass  seed  for  lawn  at  end  of  boiler  room. 

These  together  give  the  boiler  room  end  of  the  power  station  a  much  neater  appear- 
ance. 

Installed  water  treatment  apparatus  in  i-oom  built  for  this  equipment  at  the  Pumping 
Station. 

Built  louver  over  ammonia  condenser  to  shade  the  condenser  from  the  sun.  This 
helps  to  operate  with  a  lower  head  pressure  on  the  ammonia  system. 

Cleaned  No.  1  and  No.  2  standpipes  finding  the  inside  paint  in  good  condition. 

We  are  now  investigating  to  find  a  new  water  supply  for  our  boilers  having  found 
that  the  treated  water  in  our  water  system  is  not  a  satisfactory  water  to  use  in  our 
boilers. 

Farm  Department 

The  old  farm  land  is  being  rapidly  seeded  to  hay  in  order  to  give  it  a  rest  after  many 
years  of  cultivation.  In  1939,  we  seeded  15  acres  of  former  garden  land  to  alfalfa  and 
clover.  This  was  made  possible  through  the  purchase  of  the  Lamson  property  which 
had  not  been  farmed  for  many  years  and  had  grown  into  wood  and  brush.  Eighteen 
acres  of  this  land  was  reclaimed  and  made  ready  to  be  cultivated  in  1940.  This  rotation 
plan  will  enable  us  to  supply  our  stock  with  much  more  home-grown  feed  than  they  have 
had  in  past  years. 

We  maintain  an  accreditted  herd  of  100  Holsteins  which  consists  of  60  milking  cow"s, 
19  heifers,  16  calves  and  4  bulls.  The  cows  produced  367,989  quarts  of  milk  which  gives 
them  an  individual  average  of  13,122  lbs.  for  the  year. 

The  results  from  the  poultry  are  very  pleasing.  The  hens  produced  26,114  dozen 
eggs,  giving  them  a  high  average  production  of  231  eggs  per  hen  for  the  year.  Turkeys, 
as  usual,  were  a  successful  project,  furnishing  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  and  New  Year's 
dinners  for  the  officers  and  employees. 

The  swine  produced  43,995  lbs  of  pork.  General  conditions  were  improved  by  furnish- 
ing new  yards  and  pasture. 

Major  garden  crop  production  (in  pounds)  is  as  follows:  lima  beans  5,768;  shell  beans 
15,268;  string  beans  29,950;  beets  20,177;  cabbage  49,875;  cantaloups  14,906;  carrots 
17,007;  Swiss  chard  10,877;  sweet  corn  23,833;  cucumbers  11,290;  lettuce  4,373;  onions 
23,248;  pumpkin  44,975;  winter  squash  39,939;  tomatoes  108,833.  Other  crops  include 
broccoli,  parsley,  peppers,  parsnips,  radishes,  rhubarb,  scallions,  egg  plant,  dandelions, 
beet  greens,  turnip?,  Brussels  sprouts,  kale  and  asparagus. 

Corn  fields  produced  297  tons  of  ensilage.   We  also  ensiled  123  tons  of  green  hay. 

Canning  Plant.  —  The  following  list  of  farm  products  (in  pounds)  used  in  canning 
during  1939  is  followed  by  the  quantity  canned:  apples,  1,498,  38-No.  10,  applesauce 
and  148-No.  10  mincemeat;  string  beans,  13,197,  3,025-No.  10;  shell  beans,  11,148, 
1,092  No.  10  and  96-No.  2K;  Lim.a  beans,  2,260,  175-No.  10,  40-No.  2^;  carrots,  3,470, 
546-No.  10;  crab  apple  jelly,  215,  27  qts.;  pumpkin,  5,570,  465-No.  10;  winter  squash 
980,  54-No.  10;  58,158  lbs.  of  tomato  as  follows:  1,994-No.  10,  119-No.  23^,  puree,  3,534- 
No.  10;  juice,  826  No.  10;  green  tomato  pickle,  132-No.  10,  6  qts.;  4,174  lbs.  grape  in 
170-2  qts.  jelly  and  362-No.  10  juice;  333  lbs.  plums  in  63-2  qts.  and  2-1  qt.;  piccalilh, 
292-No.  10  and  6-1  qt.;  pepper  relish,  846,  75-No.  10;  fowl  (frozen),  4,453  lbs.;  chicken, 
1,499  lbs  ,  and  the  following  in  brine;  cauliflower,  82  lbs.;  cucumber,  4,237;  onion,  99. 

No  appropriation  for  new  buildings  was  provided  for  1939. 

To  the  members  of  the  Board  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  your  service  and 
considera  ion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  E.  McPherson,  M.D., 

Swperintendenl. 

VALUATION 

November  30,  1939 

Real  Estate 

Land,  843.1  acres         .        .    ' $29,758.00 

Buildings  and  Betterments 2,535,232.64 


$2,564,990.64 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT 

To  the  Department  of  Me^ital  Health  : 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  finances  of  this  institution  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1939. 

Statement  of  Earnings 

Board  of  patients SI  1,780. 18 

Personal  bervices lyg  69 

Sales: 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses 815.01 

Food 518  53 

Clothing  and  materials \  34 !  96 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies 5.3.70 

Medical  and  general  care 5 .  00 

Garage  and  grounds 10^35 

Repairs  ordinary 472  09 

Farm:  (vegetables,  $7.54;  hides,  $3.70;  tools,  $1;  molasses, '.S13.'65;  seeds, 

12.50;  calves  and  cows,  $1,447.50.)  .        .        .        .   _ 1,485.89 

Total  Sales $2,595.53 

Miscellaneous: 

Interest  on  bank  balances 

Rents 

Total  miscellaneous 

Total  earnings  for  the  year $14,566.40 

Total  cash  receipts  reverting  and  transferred  to  the  State  Treasurer         .        .  $14,555.40 

Accounts  receivable  outstanding  Dec.  1,  1938 

Accounts  receivable  outstanding  Nov.  30,  1939 $11.00 

Accounts  receivable  increased SI  1.00 

Maintenance  Appropriation 

Balance  from  previous  year,  brought  forward $3,834.75 

Appropriation,  current  year 522,179.54 

Total $526,014.29 

Expenditures  as  follows: 

Personal  services $298,489.91 

Food 73,972.37 

Medical  and  general  care 17,802 .  24 

Religious  instruction 1,530.00 

Farm 30,352.45 

Heat  and  other  plant  operation 32,453.23 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses 5,612.60 

Garage,  $5,077.43;  and  grounds,  $545.52 5,622.95 

Clothing  and  materials 16,589.84 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies 17,719.22 

Repairs  ordinary 9,416.04 

Repairs  and  renewals 9,391.75 

Total  maintenance  expenditures $518,952.60 

Balances  of  maintenance  appropriation,  Nov.  30,  1939 7,061.69 

$526,014.29 
Special  Appropriations 

Balance  December  1,  1938,  brought  forward $48,753.21 

Appropriations  for  current  year 

Total $48,753.21 

Expended  during  the  year $42,616.02 

Reverting  to  Treasury  of  Commonwealth 825.35 

$43,441.37 

Balance  November  30,  1939,  carried  to  next  year $5,311.84 


Appropriation 

Act 

or 

Resolve 

Total 

Amount 

Appropriated 

Expended 

during 
Fiscal  Year 

Total 

Expended 

to  Date 

Balance 
at  End 
of  Year 

Additional  filter  beds    .... 
Replacing  brass  pipe     .... 
Temperature  control  system 
Remodeling  dairy  barn  No.  1 
Hurricane  and  flood  damage 

1937 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 

$30,000.00 

10,000.00 

5,000.00 

3,400.00 

40,900.00 

$175.44 
1,322.57 
1,290.73 
3,377.21 
36,450.07 

$30,000.00 

8,671.33 

4,992.50 

3,377.21 

36,747.12 

$1,128.67 

7.50 

22.79 

4,152.88 

$89,300.00 

$42,616.02 

$83,988.16 

$5,311.84 

14 

Per  Capita 
During  the  year  the  average  number  of  patients  has  been  1,285.18. 
Total  cost  of  maintenance,  .'8.518,952.00. 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  co.st  of  .$7.765.3. 
Total  receipts  for  the  year,  .114,555.40. 
Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of,  $.2179. 
Total  net  cost  of  maintenance  for  year,  S504,397.20. 
Net  weekly  per  capita,  17.5474. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Dora  B.  Wesley, 

Treasurer. 
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Financial  statement  verified. 
Approved. 


George  E.  Murphy, 

Comptroller. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES 

As  Adopted  by  the  American  Association  on  Mental  Deficiency, 
Prescribed  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Mental  Health 
Table  1.  General  Information 

(Data  correct  at  end  of  institution  year  November  30,  1939) 
Date  of  opening  as  an  institution  for  mental  defectives:  November  15,  1922. 
Type  of  institution:  State. 
Institution  plant: 

Value  of  institution  property: 

Real  estate,  including  buildings $2,564,990.64 

Personal  property 396,817.04 

Total  acreage  of  main  institution  property,  843.1. 

Total $2,961,807.68 

Owned  843.1  acres. 

Total  acreage  under  cultivation  during  year:  185.5  acres. 
Officers  and  employees: 

Actually  in  Service  Vacancies  at  End 

at  End  of  Year  of  Year 

M.  F.  T.  M.  F.             T. 

Superintendents 1  -  1  -               -  - 

Assistant  superintendents 1  -  1  -               -  - 

Other  stafT  physicians 2  2  4  -               -  - 

Psychologists  and  psychometrist         ...            -  2  2  -               -  - 

Resident  dentists 1  -  1  -               -  - 

Principal  of  school         .......  1  1  -               —  — 

Teachers  of  grade  subjects -  5  5  -               -  - 

Teachers  of  special  subjects         ....            1  3  4  -               -  - 

Social  workers -  3  3  -               -  - 

Steward  and  assistant  steward    ....            2  -  2  -               -  - 

Graduate  nurses -  4  4  -               -  - 

Matrons 1  12  13 

Attendants  and  charge  attendant  nurse    .        .          47  91  138  _               _  _ 

All  others 66  55  121 

Total  officers  and  employees        ...        122           178  300  _               _               _ 
Census  of  Patient  Population  at  end  of  year  —  September  30,  1939 

White  Colored 

In  Institution                                                                         M.            F.  T.  M.            F.              T. 

Mental  defectives  (not  epileptic)        ...        510           708  1,218  12              17             29 

Mental  defectives  (epileptics)      ....          21               8  29  -               -               - 

Not  mentally  defective 9             21  30 

Total 540  737  1,277  12              17             29 

Enrolled  hut  Absent  from  Institution: 

White  Colored 

M.  F.  T.  M.            F.             T. 

On  parole 29  70  99  -               3               3 

On  visit            9  17  26 

On  escape  (not  paroled) 7  4  11  1                -                1 

Family  care 18  36  54  -               - 

Total 63  127  190  1  3  4 

Grand  Total 603  864        1,467  13  20  33 

M.  F.  T. 

Average  daily  number  of  patients  actually  in  institution  during  year     .  543.40         739.09      1,282.49 
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Table  2.  Movement  of  Patient  Population  for  the  Year  Ended  September  30,  1939. 

(Data  in  all  of  the  following  tables  are  based  on  the  Statistical  Year,  October  1,  1938  to  Septeml  er  30,  1939) 


Total 


M. 


Regular  Court 
Commitment 


M.        F.       T. 


Voluntary 


M.      F. 


Patients  on  books  at  beginning  of  the  year: 

In  institution        ....... 

On  visit  or  otherwise  absent      .... 

Total 

Admissions  during  year 

First  admissions 

Readmissions 

Total  admissions  ...... 

Transfers  from  other  institutions  for  mental 

defectives 

Total  received  during  year     .        .        .        . 

Total  on  books  during  year 

Discharged  from  books  during  year: 

Capable  of  self-support 

Capable  of  partial  self-support 

Incapable  of  productive  work   .... 

Total  discharged  to  community 

Transferred  to  other  institutions  for  mental 
defectives 

Died  during  year 

Total  discharged,  transferred  and  died  during 

year 

Patients  remaining  on  books  of  institution  at  end 
of  year: 

In  institution 

On  visit  or  otherwise  absent   .... 
Total 


3 
83 


549 

50 

599 

40 

1 

41 

1 

42 

641 

3 

14 

3 

20 

1 
4 


25   48 


747  1,296 

99   149 

846  1,445 


120 

4 
124 


3     4 

86   128 

932  1,573 


2 
23 
13 

38 


552  754  1,306 

64  130   194 

616  884  1,500 


286  516   802 

41   88   129 

327  604   931 


23 

1 

24 


48 

3 

51 


1    1     2 

25   52    77 

3.52  656  1,008 


3  2 

13  21 

1  2 

17  25 


29 


281  515   796 

53  112   165 

334  627   961 


263  231 

9   11 

272  242 


32 
32 


17   34 
289  276 


271  239 

11   18 

282  257 


494 

20 

514 


2 
51 

565 


26 


510 

29 

539 


SUPPLEMENTARY  DATA 

M. 

Average  daily  number  of  patients  on  books  during  year    ....     609 .  77 

Actually  in  institution  during  year 543 .  40 

On  parole 32.15 

On  visit 18.33 

On  escape 5.24 

In  family  care 10.65 

Number  of  patients  actually  remaining  in  institution  September  30,  1939 : 

State         

Reimbursing 

Number  of  patients  not  mentally  defective  actually  in  institution  Septem- 
ber 30,  1939: 
Others 

Patients  placed  on  parole  during  year 

Patients  returned  from  parole  during  year    ....... 


530 

22 


9 
22 
18 


F. 

T. 

872.69 

1,482.46 

739.09 

1,282.49 

69.67 

101.82 

32.09 

50.42 

6.00 

11.24 

25.84 

36.49 

732 

1,262 

22 

44 

21 

30 

47 

69 

30 

48 

Table  3.  Clinical  Classification  of  First  Admissions,  1939,  by  Mental  Status 


Total 
Clinical  Groups 

Idiot 

Imbecile 

Moron 

Not 
Mentally 
Defective 

M. 

Familial 19 

Mongolism        ...... 

With        developmental        cranial 

anomalies - 

Post-infectional        ....      1 
Post-traumatic — natal    .        .        .     - 
Post-traumatic — post-natal    .        .      1 
With  other  organic  nervous  disease     - 
Undifferentiated       .        .        .        .19 
Other  forms 

F.   T. 

29     48 
3       3 

1        1 
1       2 
1        1 
1       2 

1  1 
41     60 

2  2 

M. 

1 
2 

F. 
1 

1 
1 

8 
1 

T. 

1 

1 
1 

1 

10 
1 

M. 
6 

1 
5 

F.   T. 

9     15 
2       2 

1       1 

-       1 

9     14 
1       1 

M. 
12 

12 

F.  T. 
16     28 

1       1 

1       1 
20     32 

M. 

1 

F.   T. 
4       5 

4       4 

Total 40     80  120 

Table  4.  Clinical  Classification 

3     12     15       12 

of  Readmissions, 

22     34 
1939, 

24     38     62         1 

by  Mental  Status 

8       9 

Clinica 

L  Groups 

Total 

Moron 

Familial 

Post-infectional 

Undifferentiated 

M. 

'.      1 

F.   T. 

1        1 
1       1 
1       2 

M. 

1 

F.  T. 
1        1 
1        1 
1       2 

Total 

.      1 

3       4 

1 

3       4 
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Table  5.  Nntirily  of  First  Admissions  and  of  Parents  of  First  Admissions,  1.939 


Parents  of  Malk 

Pakents  of  Females 

1 

ATIENTS 

Patients 

Patients 

Nativity 

Both 

Both 

M. 

1''. 

T. 

Fathers  Mothers  Parents 

Fathers  Mothers  Parents 

United  States' 

40 

78 

118 

23           28           20 

40           49           35 

Canada^ 

- 

1 

1 

4              4             2 

7             4             2 

Denmark 

_ 

- 

- 

1              1              1 

Germany 

- 

- 

- 

_             _             _ 

1              1 

Ireland 

— 

- 

- 

1 

4              7             4 

Italy 

— 

- 

- 

1              2              1 

6             6             5 

Poland     . 

— 

1 

1 

4             4             4 

7              5             5 

Portugal 

- 

- 

- 

1              1              1 

1              1 

Russia 

— 

— 

- 

-             —             - 

2             3             2 

South  America 

- 

— 

— 

_             _             _ 

1 

Other  Countries 

— 

- 

- 

_             _             _ 

1              2              1 

Unknown 

- 

- 

- 

5             -             - 

10             2             2 

Total    . 

40 

80 

120 

40           40           29 

80           80           56 

1  (Persons  born  in  Hawaii,  Porto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands  should  be  recorded  as  born  in  the  U.  S.) 
-  Includes  Newfoundland 

Table  6.  Citizenship  of  First  Admissions,  1939 


Citizens  by  birth 
Aliens     . 


M. 

F. 

T. 

40 

79 

119 

- 

1 

1 

Total 40  80 

Table  7.  Age  of  First  Admissions  Classified  by  Mental  Status,  1939 


Total 


Idiot 


Imbecile 


Moron 


Not 
Mentally 
Defective 


M.    F.  T. 
Age  Group 

0  to    4  years -       6       6 

5  to    9  years 9     11     20 

10  to  14  years 15     16     31 

15  to  19  years 11     26     37 

20  to  24  years 3     10     13 

25  to  29  years -       5       5 

30  to  34  years 13       4 

35  to  39  years -       1        1 

40  to  44  years -       2       2 

60  years  and  over    .        .        .        .1-1 


M.  F.  T. 

2  2 

-  2  S 
1   3  4 

-  4  4 


M.  F.  T. 


M.  F.  T. 


2 
5 
16 
26 
6 
2 
2 
1 
2 


M.  F.  T. 


Total 40  80  120    3  12  15   12  22  34   24  38  62 


Table  8.  Marital  Condition  of  First  Admissions,  1939,  by  Mental  Status 


Marital  Condition 
Single         .... 
Married     .... 
Widowed  .... 
Separated 


40  75  115 

-  3  3 

-  1  1 
1  1 


12  21 
1 


24  34 
-   3 


Total 40  80  120    3  12  15   12  22  34   24  38  62 

Table  9.  Population  of  Place  of  Residence  of  First  Admissions,  1939,  by 

Mental  Status 


Population  or  Place  or 

Residence 

0  to      2,499  ....      6 

8     14 

1 

1 

0 

3 

2 

5 

2 

5 

7 

- 

- 

- 

2,500  to      9,999  . 

8 

21     29 

- 

— 

- 

3 

5 

8 

5 

13 

18 

— 

3 

3 

10,000  to    24,999  . 

14 

17     31 

— 

2 

2 

4 

6 

10 

9 

6 

15 

1 

3 

4 

25,000  to    49,999  . 

3 

7     10 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

4 

- 

— 

- 

50,000  to    99,999  . 

3 

6       9 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

3 

3 

6 

— 

- 

- 

100,000  to  249,999  . 

5 

16     21 

1 

3 

4 

1 

5 

6 

3 

6 

9 

— 

2 

2 

500,000  and  over     . 

1 

5       6 
80  120 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Total 40 

3 

12 

15 

12 

22 

34 

24 

38 

62 

1 

8 

9 
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Table  10.  Economic  Condition  of  Families  of  First  Admissions,  1939,  by  Mental  Status 


Economic  Condition 


Not 
Imbecile  Moron  Mentally 

Defective 


M.    F.   T.         M.    F.   T.         M.    F.   T.         M.    F.   T.         M.    F.   T. 


Dependent 33     67  100         -9       9       11     16     27       21     34     55         18       9 

Marginal 5     12     17         224         -66         347         --- 

Comfortable 213  112         1-1         ---         ___ 


Total 40     80  120  3     12     15       12     22     34  24     38     62          18       9 

Table  11.  Discharges,  1939,  by  Mental  Status  and  Chronologic  Age  at  Discharge 

Age  Group 

5  to    9  years -22  ---         -22  ---         ___ 

10  to  14  years -22  -11         -11  ---         ___ 

15  to  19  years 347  ---         123  112          112 

20  to  24  years 10     10     20  _       -       -         2-2  8       9     17         -       1        1 

25  to  29  years 5     11     16  -11          123  48     12         --- 

30  to  34  years -33  _--         -11  -22         _-- 

35  to  39  years 123  ----11  112--- 

40  to  44  years -11  ___         ___  -11         __- 

45  to  49  years 134  --_         1_1  -33         _-- 


Total 20     38     58         -       2       2         5       9     14       14     25     39 
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Table  14.  Deaths,  1939,  by  Mental  Status  and  Chronologic  Age  at  Death 


19 


Age  Group 


Total 


0  to  4  years 
5  to  9  years 
10  to  14  years 
15  to  19  years 
20  to  24  years 
30  to  34  years 
35  to  39  years 
45  to  49  years 
50  to  54  years 

Total 


- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1  ■ 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

9 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

8     12 


Idiot 


Imbecile 


M.     F.    T.       M.    F.  T. 


1       1 
1       1 


M.    F.  T. 


Moron 


M.    F.  T. 


Table  15.  Clinical  Classification  of  Patients  Dying  in  the  Institution,  1939,  by  Causes  of 

Death 


Causes  or  Death 


Infectious  and  Parasitic  Diseases: 

Influenza      

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  . 
Cancer  and  Other  Tumors: 

Non-malignant  tumors 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  and  of  the  Organs 
of  Special  Sense; 

Other  diseases  of  the  nervous  systemi   . 
Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System.: 

Endocarditis 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System: 

Bronchopneumonia  (including  capillary  bron- 
chitis)2 

Asthma' 

Congenital  Malformations: 

Congenital  malformation   (stillbirth  not  in- 
cluded)      

Violent  and  Accidental  Deaths: 

Other  accidents 


Total 


Total 


M.    F.     T. 


8     12 


Familial 


M.    F.     T. 


With 
develop- 
mental 
cranial 
anomalies 


M.    F. 


Post- 
infectional 


M.    F.     T. 


Including:  lOther  forms,  1  female;   aUndifferentiated,  1  female;  'With  epilepsy  idiopathic,  1  male. 
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Table  16.  Arcrage  Length,  of  /School  Htay  During  llie  Present  Adiniasioyi  of  Canes  in 
Residence  on,  September  30,  1939 


Mental  Status 


Idiot       .... 

Imbecile 

Moron    .... 

Not  Mentally  Defective 

Total 


Number 

Average  Length  or 

Residence  in 

Years 

M. 

F.       T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

108 

80       194 

9.88 

10.42 

10.12 

237 

239       476 

10.23 

9.29 

9.76 

198 

408       606 

7.. 53 

7.63 

7.59 

9 

21         30 

8.27 

3.01 

4.. 59 

552 

754    1,306 

9.16 

8.34 

8.69 

Table  17.  Clinical  Classification  of  Cases  in  Residence  on  September  30,  1939,  by  Mental 

Status  and  Sex 


Not 

Total 

[diot 

Imb 

ECILE 

Moron 

Mentally 

Clinical  Groups 

■  M. 

Defective 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F.     T. 

Familial         .... 

220 

420 

640 

15 

19 

34 

90 

117 

207 

112 

272 

384 

3 

12     15 

Mongolism    .... 

36 

22 

58 

16 

8 

24 

20 

14 

34 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

_       _ 

With  developmental  cranial 

anomalies 

16 

7 

23 

X 

'> 

10 

6 

3 

9 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

With  congenital  cerebral 

spastic  infantile  paralyses 

21 

14 

35 

10 

0 

15 

9 

8 

17 

2 

1 

3 

- 

-       - 

Post-infectional    . 

35 

4J 

76 

8 

6 

14 

15 

14 

29 

11 

20 

31 

1 

1       2 

Post-traumatic — natal 

8 

4 

12 

1 

9 

3 

4 

1 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 

-       1 

Post-traumatic — post-natal 

4 

1 

o 

2 

1 

3 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

W  ith        epilepsy — sympto- 

matic         .... 

1 

4 

5 

— 

— 

- 

1 

3 

4 

- 

1 

1 

- 

-       _ 

With  epilepsy — idiopathic  . 

16 

11 

27 

10 

5 

15 

2 

5 

7 

4 

1 

5 

— 

_ 

With  endocrine  disorder     . 

2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

— 

-       - 

With  familial  amaurosis 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

_       _ 

With  tuberous  sclerosis 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

—       - 

With  other  organic  nervous 

disease        .... 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

—      — 

Undifferentiated  . 

187 

213 

400 

36 

35 

71 

87 

66 

153 

62 

104 

166 

2 

8     10 

Other  forms 

5 

13 

18 

1 

2 

3 

- 

7 

7 

3 

4 

7 

1 

-       1 

Total 

552 

754 

1306 

108 

86 

194 

237 

239 

476 

198 

408 

606 

9 

21     30 

Table  18.  Family  Care  Statistics  for  Year  Ended  September  30,  1939 


Remaining  in  family  care  September  30,  1938 
Admitted  to  family  care  during  the  year 
Whole  number  of  cases  within  the  year  . 
Discharged  from  family  care  within  the  year: 

Died  while  in  family  care 

Returned  to  Institution  ..... 
Remaining  in  family  care  September  30,  1939 
.Average  daily  number  in  family  care  during  year 

Supported  by  State 

Reimbursing 


Males 

Females 

4 

16 

15 

33 

19 

49 

1 

13 

_ 

1 

1 

12 

18 

36 

10.65 

25.84 

19 

48 

- 

1 

Total 

20 

48 

68 

14 

1 
13 
54 

36.49 
67 

1 


5119     09it 


